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Surrounded by plentiful natural beauty, my hometown is Mikawa town, Tamana district in
Kumamoto Prefecture on the southern island of Kyushu, Japan, The hills were full of all kinds of

trees and grasses, the birds were almost too noisy and there were hills with various trees like
jungles. The rivers were clear - right to the bottom - and river fish of all sizes were swimming
there.

In that beautiful countryside I grew up free until I graduated from high school. And while
enjoving the ever changing natural beauty, we played all sorts of games. When | say "played”,
I'm talking about a range from straight-forward games of making utensils and tools, to helping with
work in the fields, participating in local customs, fishing for river-fish, picking fruit etc; combining
practical daily life with playing.

Anyway, when we were children, we played so much. I've explained here what |
"played", but it is still only a small part of my memories. As I did hardly any research, you could
say these are recollections of my memories. Because of this, my memories of game rules,
construction methods and so on may not always be correct. And so I would like people to correct
these, based on their experiences. However, please remember there are different ways of playing in
different areas.

As well as this, among my drawings there are things which at first appear to be "dangerous
games" and in reality playing in those times included many games which by one mistake could
be very dangerous. However | cannot remember anybody who was hurt through
this type of "playing”.

In this present peak of materialistic civilization, I may be nostalgic, but isn't there some way to let
the present day children experience the way we played until we were muddy and black all over, in
those days when time went by slowly?

[ feel a heartfelt love for the "home town" which gave me these experiences and I even feel proud

of it. Also to both my parents, of course to the older children who showed me how to play , and to

ik s

my friends, my heartfelt thanks.




Early on the morning on New Year's Dd}’ mother wcrkc me up saying “Hurry up. and go
to the shrine to worship with your father, By the time vou get back I
have the rice-cake soup ready”. I was oo sleepy to get up since I had talked through
New Year's Eve until daylight with my friends. "New Year's Day is the key to the rest of the vear".
Remembering the saying, 1 halfheartedly got up and went to the village shrine with my father.
"New Year's morning; the earlier, the more blessings”. So many villagers were there already.
Starting with the small shrines with the god for domestic animals, god for the kitchen etc, we
prayed at the main shrine last of all for general worship. “May this yvear also be a
good vear. May my grades at school go up...”

On returning from the shrine, me-cake soup and the special New Year's food were all on the

- g table. And only then, with all the family present we bowed
and made our New Year's greetings.
"Congratulations on the opening of
the New VYear, let's try fTor a united
family this vear also”., Everyone was happy
with the most delicious treat of a year and even the
' children received a cup of New Year's sake (rice-wine).
Later, a group of friends from the same neighborhood set
off to climb Nijo-yama(a 319m above sea level hill) where
every New Year's Day, there were many stalls all lined up.
When we reached the hilltop, puffing away, just as we
thought there they were. New Year's pocket money (at that
time ¥50 to ¥100) was counted as we searched for
| bargains. Grilled squid, spinning tops, kites, swords,
pistols and so on; everything we wished for made it a hard
choice. The most joyful day of the year.
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By

“My kite is higher.” “No. Mine is.”

Shouting with each other, we flew kites. Some big boys flew hand-made kites. Some Kites went
so high that they seemed to touch the sky, and almost disappear. We elementary school kids bought
ready-made kites* and attached strips of newspaper as tails. We hurried to a nearby riverbank or
harvested rice paddies to try out our new kites. On days with good wind it blew the kites so
strongly that running strings hurt my fingers. Pulling the kite string, the wind lifted the kite; then
we would let the string out little by little. We had to be quite careful, or it easily crashed into the
ground. Small tears could be repaired but crash landings meant crying to mother for an allowance
to buy a new kite.

* At that time a kite cost about 20 yen.




When spinning
tops with
"ready,
set, go”,
we all started
spinning at the same
time to see who
could spin the
longest. Or we used
"scissors, paper,
stone" to decide the
order, and aiming to
knock out the other
top while it was still
spinning, we used
such tricks as
spinning knockout
and hammer top.
Hammer top was
often fierce enough
to split a top or scrub
away the color of the

Start winding the thinner part of the rope. Wind
securely from the shafl {axle) to the wooden part. To
wind over and over with a thin rope Is not good.
Grasp the top with the rope knot gripped between
the third finger and the little finger.

made of a kind of

hemp. It is hammered

well and woven to your
taste of thickness.

Beat spinning is to strike the top strongly to

the ground.

Side-throw spinning is to aim to reach a
distant circle and let it spin
within the circle.

Fix the top in the ground and nail the heated 't@
axle into it Be careful not to break the top.
The axle can be sharpened with a file. ?:{"*:




“Mole slapping is on | 3th.
Mole slapping is on | 3th.
Don-dova (big bonTire) is on |dth,’

Y

Chanting loudly, we children drove moles from the yards of the houses. Moles were harmful
animals since they ate potatoes and other roots or made holes in pathways of paddy fields.
Somehow it became a custom to hit the ground with specially made 'mole slapping sticks', and the
home-owner yelled, "No, not yet, The moles are stil there.” We hit hard until we
were covered in sweat. "Well, that's enough.” Then he gave us rice-cakes as reward. We collected
many rice-cakes and baked them on Don-doya, the next day. I'm not sure whether this custom
made the moles disappear or not, though.

The bamboo and

The mole slapping stick N, straw are bound Wind the rope on
is made of bamboo, thin together with the the folded over Trim the bamboo
rope, and rice straw, rope. bamboo and straw. grass and straw.




Dondoya is always held on January 14. Children and youth groups started stacking things a few
days before. Districts competed for the highest bonfire, but this resulted in an accident once, and
then people kept them moderate. Even so it crackled and burned vigorously, as if scorching the
heavens. You couldn't even get close as it burned your cheeks. We threw our first calligraphy paper
of the New Year stuck to bamboo stick high into the fire because we believed much
progress in calligraphy could be made. It was also said that the smoke and heat would
keep us healthy and safe throughout the year. All the new year ornaments were brought
from homes and burned. After the big fire burned down, the remaining fire baked long-awaited
rice-cakes.

Maochi (rice cake) is attached to It is eaten with soy-
Adults drink sake (rice wine) in the split bamboo and baked in sugar sauce or with natto
bamboo stalks. the remaining fire. (fermented soy-beans).



5 INCH{13 cm)MNAIL--
This nall could be
picked up at a building
site ora shed.

First, the players (two
children) must determine who
is the attacker and who is the /

defendsr.

The defender throws a nail
into the ground. The attacker
throws a nail to hit and knock
down the defender’ s nail. If
the attacker' s nail stands up
in the ground and the
defender s nall is knocked
down, the attacker wins the
rival’s nail. And then
positions change.

Even if the attacker fails to throw a nail into the
ground, the defender must change positions and
continue to play. If each falls to win, the positions
change and the game continues. -

When the attacker throws a
nail to the ground which
simultaneously hits the
opponent’'s nail which is lying
down, attacker wins it

When nothing
happens, continue
the game by
changing positions.

SETCHIN means a lavatory and Z1UM
lock in; and both words together mean locking the
opponent’s way of escape. [ hear that, in SAMURAIL
age, a person in 4 lavatory was the most defenseless
and could not escape from an attack,

means o

To play the game first draw
approximately a 15 cm line.

The arder to
play is
determined by A
doing scissors-
paper-sione.
The first player
throws down a
nail into the
ground and
draws a direct
line from the
position he
threw down at
the edge of
the drawn line,

CE———

%

...the players change. The next player begins
from the opposite edge of the 15 cm line and
tries to get out from the circle, A line can
never cross an other line. Finally the player
who declares himself unable to escape from
the opponent's circle Is defeated.

He continues
to throw down
the nail so
that lines
make circles
around the
first line. If he
fails to make
the nail stand
up in the
ground,..,
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FIRST, bend a long wire at random and place a short
"U" shaped wire on it. This game is to move the "U"
shaped wire from one end of the long wire to the other
end without dropping it. You mus! be careful to slide the
"U" shaped wire on the long wire, keeping it upside
down. You need considerable concentration.

"HARI-GANE-PI-SU_T0-RU

You can let fly
a small stone
by using wires.

Hardening the spring is needed,
Hardening means cooling suddenly by
water after healing.

e _ -

Place a small stone Squeezing acts as The effective range was 5-6 meters.

as in the picture. the trigger of a gun. P

Children play at cowboy
and Indians by hitting and
saying simultaneously
"pang pang!" Anyone
being hit by a stone has to
lay down till he finished
counting twenty.




One day coming out from school, I noticed a group of people under the ginkgo tree by the school
gate. When I also went closer to see what was happening, [ saw a man looking like an artist using
some kind of tool to draw a picture. Behind him he had hung several pictures and they were so well
done as you would think they were photographs, They were of movie stars and singers of those
times. Surprised I looked at his hands drawing the picture and saw that from a small original photo
of a star, he was drawing the same picture three to four times bigger, on the drawing paper beside it,
Just like magic. He then completed the drawing with a practiced hand. In only a few minutes his
drawing was exactly like the photograph. I was surprised and wanted the enlarger very much. As a
matter of fact this man was selling the enlargers. I think, it cost about three hundred yen but of
course I didn’t have such a huge amount of money. "Uncle, how long will you be here?" "Till
tomorrow ",

| almost flew as I rushed home along the two kilometer or more road to my home and explained
to my mother about the wonderful tool. “You can become good at drawing
even without it*. lcried and begged and received the money, and at last the enlarger was
mine.

Using it as shown I was soon able to draw the outside border, but the picture was another matter. T
couldn’t draw the star as well as the man had, It must be that he was good at drawing portraits. 1
realized that, when he said that anybody could draw as well as he could, it was just sales talk.

Making a powder
by scraping the
lead of a pencil,

A sharp point like You can change how big
a drawing pin, to you make it,

press down on to

hold ewverything

in place,

With a piece of wood then smudging this on, to
Wiﬂl"l a sr?arp end, you make tones. Highlights {(For

trace over the original . : Pencil the nose, for example can be
picture. Original Picture Drawing Faper made after, with an eraser).

S



At one time there was a craze of jig-saw play. I'm not sure how wide spread it was, but around our
house kids here and there had them, and we used to get together and become absorbed in jig-saw
play. Stars, sports players, cartoon characters or just pictures that had taken our fancy; they would
be glued onto a thin piece of cypress wood or plywood. We would then saw them out in shapes we
liked. Gradually the shapes become more detailed as we tried to out-do each other by cutting out
characters, making door plates and even book-ends. It was simple fun, but for us in those days to
be able to saw in curves, was wonderfully unusual.

This craze came about the same time as the pantograph boom. To cut out something you had
drawn yourself: this was the most satisfying creation.Finding suitable pieces of wood was a
problem. We would even go far away to places where they were building a new house. If there
were good pieces of wood lying around the building site, we would ask the carpenter for them. It is
funny, but even now if I'm on a building site and I see a piece of wood just right for jig-saw play, I
want to pick it up. I didn't become especially good at it, but T used these skills to make finishing
touches to other handicrafts.

Put the blade
through the hole, and
attach to the handle

Glue a picture of your choice To saw out inside

(a picture you've drawn yourself, : parts, make a hole again. Saw out the
a movie star or cartoon character) C_'_-I'l out with bigger than the saw shape, and undo the
onto a thin piece of wood, a |Ig-saw. blade, with a gimlet. blade to take out.

-13-



[n early spring the hills wake up from winter and on the banks between the rice fields little field
horsetails peep through the dried grass. not being able to wait for spring.

Al that time of year, in the rice fields and on banks, you can see people setting fire to the dried
grass 1o do "Field Burning". This is necessary to kill harmful insects and to neutralize the soil.
Because of this, although we would usually be scolded very soundly for playing with fire, during
this time only, and with the permission of an adult, we were allowed to play with fire (that is how
simply we thought about it.) We lit a bundle of straw and set fire here and there. If there was a bit
of wind, the belt of fire would surge ahead in domino patterns or even seem like a living thing. Of
course this ‘Field Burning" had its own rules, and if these were not kept it could result in a terrible
fire.

As a matter of fact, in my childhood several of us were field burning when a sudden gust of wind
came up. Before we could collect our thoughts together the blaze grew stronger, some cedar trees
caught alight and became a mountain fire, The fire brigade managed to bring it under control before
it became serious but not before it burned tens of cedar trees. We were all rounded up and scolded
soundly by the police. Since the child of the owner of the cedar trees had been in the group too, we
wete lucky enough to get away with just a scolding.

The basic rules are to take into account the wind direction and strength, to have damp leaves
handy to put out a blaze, to have at least three or four people present, and to have the owner’s
permission.

The end of field burning means that spring has well and truly begun.

-14-



To join two pieces
of straw, put the
thin end into the
wider end.

To finish tie it

up with thread.

There are many other kinds of straw making

crafts, which I won’t go into here.

T E



HAPPA-OMEN (Leaf Mask) with the
leaves of
the taro or
lotus, we
would tear
out the
eyesand
maouth,
and wear
them on
our heads.

SASA-NO-HA-TEPPO
(Bamboo Leaf Gun)

ot

Be careful not to hurt yourself on the oulside
rim of the leaf.

PON-PON-GUSA (PON-PON Leaf)

| don't know what its proper name is, but as
you can see in the picture, we used the leaf
togo "DONI"

HIKI-SUMO (Pulling Sumo),

"Rope puling grass” "Oobako” were other
names for having a tug of war, with grass
stalks. If your stalk breaks first, you lose. This
was popular even in the school grounds.

MEBARI GONBO (Weather Strip)
Wide Awake Stalks @ | don't remember
s what kind of
grass it was, but
we would widen
our eyes and
place the grass
above and below
our eyes, |t made
us look so funny
we would all have
a good laugh.
However if you do
it for too long the
eyeball gets dry,
and your eyes
start to hurt,

At night if T was nodding off while trying to do my
homework, my mother would say to me, "Put
Mebori-aonbo around wour eves ahid
keep ot it,

SASA-BUNE (Bamboo Leaf Boat)

We woulid all go to a stream and have races.

KUSA-BUE (Grass Whistling-Flute)

/

There were
also other ways.

ENO-KORO -KUSA
(ENO-KORO Grass) .

If you place just one

plece of grass in your
hand, then open and
shut your palm, it will
move as if it is alive.

We would play by
making dogs or
rabbils,

=1 B~




TEBE *ﬂHﬁEBll KUSH
Eat)

It would probably be better to say "Plants we
ate" rather than “Dlants you can eat”.
Because of air pollution maybe it is not a good
idea to encourage you. None of us were 50 poor
that we needed to eat these grasses. It was just
another of our "field games". We ran all around
the fields, searching for grass we could eat, and
then, laughing and talking we would eat them.
Those times were great fun. Field horsetails,
butterbur, fern brake and dropwort were all
growing wild, so we would set about gathering
them to take home for the dinner table.

TSUBANA (Ears of Reed)

In the fields at springtime, these were the most
common plants we ate.

When the
spring buds
had been
formed, but
befare they
became esars, Ilr'l
we took the il
soft white out
and ate it.

1f you take the stalk between two leaves and

TSUBAKI-NO-MITSU
(Camellia Nectar)

Pick the
flower making
sure to
include the
stemand pull
out all the
petals. In the
cup of leaves
left, you will
find 3-5 c.c.
of sweeat
nectar, which
we drank.

TSU-KU-SHIN-BO
(Field Horsetails)

Even now, this is a
popular food.
"TEMFPURA (deep
fried)”, "OHITASHI
(boiled and
flavored with soy
sauce)", and

¢ "NITSUKE (boiled
with flavoring)”, are
popular ways.
Although |
remember
gathering field
horsetails a lot, and
don't remember
eating them so
often.

FUKI (Butterbur)

Taking the leaf
off, we stripped
away the outer
layer of the
stalk. It can be
eaten boiled
then flavored
with soy sauce,

RENGE-SO (Chinese Milk Vetch)

Pulling away the petals,
we ate the remaining
flower center.

It didn't taste very nice, but we had
a funny pride about being able to eat it.

or boiled with
peel off the skin, you can eat what is inside. [t flavoring
tastes even better with salt, so we always had ’
some salt in our pockets.
WARABI-ZENMAI

(Fern Brake And Flowering Fern)

Being the main ingredient
in wild edible plant mixes,
this won't need much
explanation.

We would go right up into
the hills to gather them, but
about these also | don't
have many memories of

galing them. _=
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There are many grasses and
trees with healing properties.
From somewhere or other we
learnt about them, and slight
illnesses and injuries were
healed, by finding nd using
them on ourselves.

Scratches happened everyday.
but more serious injuries (suc
as when [ cut my arm on sugar
cane leaves) were treated by
using the mugweort extract as in
the picture below, then sewing
it up with thread. Even the
nearest hospital was 5 or 6
kilometers away. I can hardly
remember anyone having to go
to the hospital for injuries. I
remember when my friend hurt
himself badly and showed me
where he had sewn it up with
cotton thread. ' -

That was when we were in
primary school. Luckily all

through my pri and junior
high Eghciﬂ’.l 5 VS, ; didn’t have
to go to the hospital at all,
although once when I caught a
cold and had a fever the only
doctor in our area came (o give
me an injection, .

My mother made "Pickled
plum burned black” and put it
in the back of my throat. The
next day my fever was gone.
I'm not sure whether the
doctor’s cure or my mother’s
cure worked.., well 1 know it
must have been the injection:
Yet the sour taste in my throat
and the saying, "The more sour
it is the better it works," makes
me think that it must have
cured me. The extract of the
boiled nandina berry and bark
was given to me for something,
but now I don't remember what

| KIRI-KIZU
(Cuts And Scratches)-
YOMOGI (Mugwort)

After getting scratched,
search for mugwort.

Put all the extract onto the

Spit on it, then rub the leaves scratch, then place the
till you get a green colored rubbed leaves over it and
l extract. hold for a while.

HACHI-MUSHI-SASARE(Bee And Insect Bites)- |

IMO-NO-KUKI (Taro Stalks)

If you have a bee sting QUICH}" find a laro plant,
and it is in a place which snap the stalk, and put the
your mouth can reach, try juice on the sting. Ammonia
Lﬂuiggﬁk out the sting and (used for a fertilizer) could |

also be used instead.

GEN-NO-SHOKO (Craneshbill)

I'm not sure what this herb was good for.
But a man from a medicine company would
come to buy it. To get some pocket money
we would go to the hills to collect it.

We would pick a lot, and hang it to dry
outside the house. Every few days a man
from some medicine company would come
and pay cash for it, buying by weight. I
don't remember exactly but I think a bunch
fabout as much as a child could hold in both hands)
was 30 to 40 yen. In those days it was a
good way to make pocket money without
any outlay of money. (This was big money, as in

the 1950's one U5, dollar was 360 yen.) =

As a point of interest, sometimes

adults would catch "MAMUSHI"
(Pit viper snake) a kind of pit
viper, skin it and hang it to dry,
and sell it to the medicine
company man. (I think the bones of

one would bring about 100 yen.)
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> . : KOGATANA, another name is "HIGONOKAMI", is a clasp
KO~-GA-TA-NRA|| nitc in which the length of the blade is 5-6 cm.
I:Kfltfﬂ} The pul[-nnh which The small curved hole which

you hook your finger nail in to
pull the blade out.

is the stopper.

|

The hole through Serves as Various types of them were sold in the shops. Basically,

f""hfch a string is the grip and they were the same types. Some of them had a design at the
inserted. case. blade or had the teeth of a saw in addition.

We always had them in our pockets when playing in
the field or mountains, fishing, doing handicraft or
something like that. And we always kept it in a good
state of sharpness. These KOGATANA were the soul
of a child, like the sword had been the soul of the
SAMURAL

The way to use KOGATANA, as seen in the
picture, is as follows; the stopper is tapped on a hard
stones or wood to draw the blade a little from the
case. Then your finger nail should be hooked in the
small curved hole and the blade should be pulled out
from the case, completely rotating to the position
where the stopper will touch the case. This blade
position is fixed tightly and you need fairly strong
force when you want to put it back.

When you try to return the blade into the case, you
should do so cautiously not to clip your finger
between the blade and the case, In the final position
in turning into the case, you need strong pressure on
the back-top position by your thumb, while
Euppuning the u-pposimfsihdeb?ridth ﬂnmherdfingeil: P -~

ecause it is dangerous if the blade is opened easi : : —— .
from the case in ?our pocket, you need to keag lhgglld;?:';’{;“’ﬂgutf' | i:ﬁﬁ?ﬁi&fi‘: r:n
the width of the case's groove tightened i “F;ing KOGATANA in quarrel or tﬁ

by using cutting pliers. B[S SOMBONS,

HOW TO CUT HOW TO SHARPEN THE BLADE;
Touch the surface of the blade tightly to

Push the back of the | a whetstone and push it straight forward
blade with your left hand | repeatedly.
thumb,

WHEN THE BLADE BECOMES
SLIGHTLY UNSHARPENED: Used a
fine whetstone or an oil whetstone.

WHEN THE BLADE IS PARTIALLY
BROKEN; Use a rough whetstone to
sharpen it until the broken part

Don't use the right hand

thumb which grips the | gisappears and then sharpen it on a
case. fine whetstone.

=40



,_ =——— _ "NEBUCHI (NEMUCHI)" means a stick made
NE-—BU—EH]—T['—RI of bamboo root. "NE" means a root and

mng The Roots Qf.B’G.IleOD "MUCHI" means a whip. A bamboo root is as
Sl — : ' elastic as a whip, and so we called it
NEMUCHI.

We played sword battle pretending that
NEMUCHI was a sword. The farmers also used
NEBUCHI as a whip to break in a horse or cow
on the farms.

The teachers at that time generally used
NEBUCHI as a birch in the class room.
Sometimes NEBUCHI was used as a whip to
beat a student, or was broken by an earnest
teacher when he was teaching excitedly. Then he
used to say gently, "Isn't there anyone who can
bring me another NEBUCHI by next lesson?"
All students were thinking not to bring another
NEBUCHI, they knew NEBUCHI would
immediately be used as a whip to beat the
student who did a bad thing. And they agreed
not to bring another one.

But there was always a student who planned to
ask a favor to the teacher and so, brought
NEBUCHI to him. But there was a jinx that first
student beaten by the teacher with the new
NEBUCHI was the same student who had
brought the NEBUCHI. The results always
proved so.

As seen in the picture, Then after heating to
NEBUCHI {the bamboo root) remove the oil, brush
partially appeared from the the surface with a cloth
ground at the cliff. And it is to remove the surface oil

necessary to choose well. which has ocozed out.

It's necessary to
eliminate small
branch roots from
the main cne.

Good quality one is
adequately elastic, long
and narrow, and s all of

the same thickness.

The student who plans to ask a favor to the teacher "Heyl What did
brings the bright new yvellow NEBUCHI which he has You da? You are Gn'l_‘
just finished. G bad boyl*® « OLA

e

Teacher! This Is
the new NEQUCHT
I just finished,”

“Lyoa!
Londertul!
Thank vou
very
muwch, You
are o Qood
boy.”

-2B- it after all-



T SRS e = PR s Remaove the earth cautiously
THKE-NU"KD-HB‘HI around the shoot and confirm the
M UPM‘H’!E W me position. Then, cut them from the

|| root and dig them up.

—_— p
| L f
| -
I. \.
-

The best ones to eat are those which have only a small part
of top appearing above the ground. You can find them with
1er your toes, seeking around on the

earth. A proverb says only a
dutiful son can find many, as it
is hard work. As [ didn't want to
be talked of as undutiful, 1 used
to seck them as enthusiastically
as I could. When [ found one, 1
placed a mark on it and said,
*Father! I Tound
one here.”

Boil them after remeoving
the outer covering.

Branches of bamboo are utilized
for making bamboo brooms. The
students had to make their own
and bring it to school to sweep the
play ground. You wrote your name
or attached your mark on it and
stored them in a cottage near the
play ground. And I have a memory
that girls had to make floor cloths
and brought them to school too.

st .-i"-‘h. i _'j :

= =

The season of bamboo shoots is over When the  Adjust Put the Complete
so rapidly that bamboo shoots grow to leaves of the broomstick, a TAKEHOHKI
the same height as the full grown the length  narrow bamboo, with wires,
bamboo, In a short time, you can't | branches  ofthe  intg the bundle of binding
identify which is the really full grown wither, branche the branches and tightly
one. I thought my family would make e insert a rivet into around the
much money if you could eat the full the broomstick so Bl

it does'nt come
out from the
- branches.

own bamboo, because they grow so
ast. You need to make space between
each bamboo by cutting down large
bamboo or old bamboo and laying
them down to dry. This dried bamboo
is utilized for many articles.

It is used to make racks on which rice
plants are put and dried in autumn, or
to make fences for the circles of cow
training ground. The cut bamboo was
utilized for the framework of the mud
walls of the houses, and ones with the
joints taken out were utilized for the
water pipes throughout rice fields.




We couldn’t make the bamboo tools It is easy to make, but as soon as | had saved a little |
used for agriculture but here are some would want to count the money to see how much | had,

of the things we often made. and would split it open.

An adhesive
of boiled rice.

Rice scoop. Bucket container for Toothpick holder.

Qe s small things.

Chopstick
holder.
Although it isn't
bamboo, we often
used the wood
from the Japanese
pepper tree to
make a pestle for
grinding sesame
atc,

Wall hanging vase. Flower spike

The wooden parts are made of lightly burnt
cedar which is made by burning the outside of
the wood slightly, then scrubbing it clean under
water. It looks good if varnished.

29,




We made various things which would make
sounds. The adults would make proper flutes to
use in the village festival, but we were happy
if we could simply make some sounds.

The leaf vibrates to
make a sound.
"BEEE BEEE"

Cut off the leaf
which sticks out,
and it's made.

I seem to remember making it like this, but I'm not so sure now.

The Bamboo flute in the
picture above is simply
attached to a water
container, which makes an
interesting bubbly sound

llke a bird-singing.

It was fun to use our
fingers to make
different sounds, by
covering and
uncovering it.

TAKEBUE |

As well as these, the
rice-cracker man used
bamboo to make a
"gari-gari" sound to
attract children. In my
junior high school at
that time the usual
"rabbit chasing" in
autumn used a bamboo-
made tool that went
"bata-bata" loudly. I

Onto a length of bamboo split in half, place a
piece of wood, and use wire for strings to make
sounds.

Bridges: By moving the wooden

bridges we tried to tune it, but it
didn"t work very well.

don’t remember how it
was made.

-




In my hometown we called them "a-ssa-ge" and not the usual "bamboo horse". Even now I don’t
know why. However we called bees with long legs "assage bees", so maybe it means something
with long legs.

We enjoyed playing with stilts very much, and probably enjoyed making them even more.
Going to a bamboo grove to find the bamboo, then deciding how tall to make them. The boys
good at making them would compete with different techniques. Everybody had
their own special tricks to make their stilts and then would gather to try them out straight away.

One foot hopping, banging a rhythm, "if you fall you're out-sumo", races, take each other’s hat,
empty can soccer, take the other's goal, etc. There were many types of games. We would lose track
of time, as we played on. Bigger children would try to out-do each other in making extra long stilts.
They would make them and get on them from the roof, and give us all a fright.
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Step

support:
Your choice ; [ By Stﬁlgflﬂg
ot bambus e bamboo in
determines i half, to
how good make two.
your stilts are
going to be.
The best
bamboo for
the two main
uprights, is
bamboo with
ety Make a
thickness Sty At
from top to Your g
bottom, more Height bottom of
than two the
Make sure the i
:izri ::Ez bamboo joints for the ?é} ?E]T;
The length s ol the step
for these 1 e i support. 45
should be == R R
our height Length from the siaht
yplus thrg gmgund to the Step support : A little f;:‘rngthe
hﬂ‘lg ht off Stﬂp. IDI'IQEI‘ than the gmund to
d height from the the step.
e grolin ground to the step.
you want e |
your stilts to thicker - ===
be. than the [
two

uprights.

Two steps. A little longer than the
length of your foot, and the
circumference of the upright(A).

To prevent the slep
from slipping, tie it up
with a thin rope. If
you use wire to tie on
As seen from  “yoe step support, it
behind. makes it even

. stronger.

Being careful not to burn
it, heat the middle part of
the step, until it is soft,

then bend it to fit around Putung the
the upright. When it fits step and step |
tightly, cool it with cold support
water. together. Finished.




“Doni’ "Danl” with loud
noises, an gmt pumq: gmto;i ﬁg_ht _1_

huﬁﬂ sﬁn‘mﬁ m.tt, a little p_ :
smoke rises ﬁa‘m the pistol butt 4
|What looks like smoke is in fact th
water content of berries being :
lout under pressure. When both|

bm:ry huum Jjust fit

Thin * me-take"(Woman-bamboo) To stop it splitting, bind it with enamel copper wire
often found along river banks. or bind tightly with strong cotton thread.
How to Push the & ﬁ
push the first bullet
bullets in: in right to
the end.
Push the
second
bullet to The air between the two
strike the bullets is compressed,
first s making the first bullet shoot
llet, (T out, After that, you simply
sil;rs!y keep on putting more bullets

in and shooting.




Under the floor of the veranda, we kept
twenty-odd chickens. They provided so many §
eggs that it was hard to keep up with eating §
them all sometimes. Every morning I would
go to their coop and, saying sorry to
them, take the freshly laid eggs. We would
eat the still warm eggs on rice. We would play —
with the abundant supply of eggs.

\u

Firstly open a hole , but as small as possible. The best way is
to suck out all the egg inside. If you can't, then make another
small hole at the other end. With two holes, the egg comes out

easil
¥ Wash out the
inside with water,

Tape up ocne
hole with paper
or scotch tape.

When the inside has
dried, pour sand in.

b

As well as this, empty an
egg as shown above (with
anly one hole) and pour in
vinegar and leave it for one
night. Then empty out the
vinegar, and gradually peel
away the shell, until the soft
bag inside is left. Carefully

putting the ash of burnt
straw into it, we would then

dash it to the ground,
shouting, " Ninja

disappearing in a

cloud of smoke
trick!"

Peel wax off Pour the liquid wax in, to
and melt it.

Painted shell
type.

Make as abaove,
then paint it like a
‘daruma doll’.

make a blanket over the sand.

If it is @ good shape, and you've
putl in the sand and wax right,
you can make a good ‘stand-up-
again-doll'.

Make a kimono
with paper, and
glue it on.
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Spring had come and flowers were in full broom. This picture shows small pieces of rice fields in

a basin which looked like many pink carpets spreading out. That space was a special world to me,
When 1 shouted “¢Yahhoow | * the echo came back to me from the mountains around the

rice fields. I loved this home town very much and it is a holy place to me.

USHI-NO-ESA Cut the mixed straw with the handle while
grasping a bundle of the press straw
i simultaneously.

(Fodder For Cows)

Mix and cut Chinese milk vetcheas in the rice flelds
and straw into about ten cm lengths by using a
cutter called "HAMIKIRI", "HAMI" means fodder.
This work might be dangerous but | was cautious
enough not to have been injured. Straw flies
around as you cut and you need to press them
with another bundle of straw.

Rice bran, salt, and water were mixed with
them.




also for the calves which we looked
after for about a year before selling.
This was an important addition to the
income. The dramatic birth of the
calf. Naming, looking after, and #%
walching it grow. Playing with it,
brushing and taking it to go bathing
in the river. Although physically the
calf grew bigger and bigger, it was
still playful with cute eyes.

The day to put it up for We took the calf to the
auction arrived. auction with its mother.
A price was decided on
( I remember it as
being about thirty to
forty thousand yen in
those days.) Sold! On
the way home the sad
moo’s of the mother
cow echoed in the
hills. As I wanted to
take the calf home with
us, | remember saying
to my father that he
shouldn’t have sold the
calf if it was such a
cheap price.

The mournful moo's of
the cow mother
continued for a few days.
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Brryrrrmmm!
The sound of turning
wheels fills the slope. All
the kids rush down the
slope in their own special
hand-made carts. There
are all kinds of carts; ones
that speed down, ones that
stop half-way, ones that
have trouble turning and
almost go over the slope.
We had speed races,

drifting races...all kinds of |°

fun. But our go-carts
weren’t only for playing.
Like today's cars they
were our status symbols
and our trucks for berry
gathering, persimmon
gathering and so on.
Anyway, most of the times
we set out to play we
pulled our much loved go-
carts behind us.
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HOW TO MAKE GORO-GORO Making the wheel shaft.

The materials. (If you don't have the
bolts for attaching the steering wheel, you

To make
sure the
wood
doesn't
split bind
up the
end with

wire,

Sometimes we DOrill @ hole in the center, Drill holes in the
wrapped main shaft.
rubber around Gradually enlarge the

the wheels for | drilled whole with a round
cushioning. chisel.

The driver's seat
was a fish box or apple
box. Put a cushion on the
seat,

Brakes.
0il the (Maost of the time we just
wheels and - used our feet as
steering brakes, so not many
wheel. go-caris had brakes.)
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In spring or autumn the traveling theater brought rathe old movies into big yards of
farmhouses. Children were allowed with half a charge. Advertisement posters were everywhere in
the village several days beforehand. On the cinema day I took off the posters with care and gave
them back to the manager. Then I could enter for free. 1also collected lots of posters.

At that time Japanese movies were very exciting. Sword-fighting samurai movies,
(the actor ICHIKAWA Utaemon; the play "HATAMOTO-TAIKUTSUOTOKO" adapted to the
screen by TOH-EIL the actor ICHIKAWA Raizo; the play "NEMURI-KYOSHIRO" adapted to the
screen by DAL-EL ....), Western movies by the movie company NIKKATSU......The stars of the
screen thrilled us..

The films sometimes broke in the middle of the movie, especially at the best moment, and the
sereen would suddenly become all white. People complained noisily, and the engineer rushed to
connect it again. When he succeeded, everybody clapped. I actually waited eagerly for a break
since I could get the strip of film.
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No other game excited us more than "Chambara -gokko™. In spite of the unspoken rule of not
hitting too hard, kids made bumps or cried, but a moment later they wiped their tears and joined in
again. It never turned into real fights.

We were would-be movie heroes, SAMURAI and NINJA. Comic books also gave us lots of
models. We divided into two sides and fought each other. If cut with sword, we had to 'die’ and
couldn't get up until we counted twenty. The rule was no thrusting or swinging. Hands, faces, and
heads were not to be aimed at, The big fight scene took place in the field.

-3



Search for an oak tree Fix the tree between a wall
of suitable size and warp and your belt, and move a
{curve) with patience, hatchet to your body to

carve into a rough shape.

We loved sword
fighting. When several
children got together, we

quickly split and fought
each other, yelling,
“T did it!"” or shrieking.

*T'm cutl® ete.
We also tried to make our
own good-looking swords.

Some bought swords at
festival stalls or toy shops,
but most children
made them on their
own and tried to have
them look as real as

possible,

Carve smaller parts with a knife.

Make the surface smooth with
broken pieces of cup or rice-bowl, ——
and finish it with sand-paper.

Fix the sword guard
with a thin tin plate
with small nails.

Make use of a knob of a sliding
The center of a tree is like cork, so door for a sword guard. Make a
do not get it come out on surface. long hole with a graver,

Paint with enamel paint. The handle is
white or black.

Paint black or dark gray the whole
body of a sword and then paint silver
ar light gray for the blade.

(1 also used silver paper from inside
cigarefie cases.)

Wind a color ribbon around
the handle with twists and fix
it with a small nail.




- Cut out the bamboo a little Cut them little by little to
Mﬂklng d Sheath' longer than a sword. Split apart the size wide enough for

Look for a bamboo which suits and carve out joints -::Ieal.
the sword in size and curve. .
Y f I

Bind them with rubber bands and Be careful not to cut Do a finishing (polish) with sand
carve the outside little by little. into hollow part. paper. Cover the sheath with
Move the bands and make the
sheath evenly thin.

You may join the two with adhesive
and tie around the sheath at a few
points with wire. Paint for a finish.

Tie a braid to the sheath.

Ready to fight! A cap of

samural is
made of
square
(wrapping)
clath, or
scarf. (Two
pieces of
cloth make
a perfect
one.)

Carrying a sword under the belt -
would often split the sheath. So have #

another soft belt around your waist to ”UO-Q-BF\ KI-RU-20"
carry the sword. Get closer, and I cut you!

"go-yoh, go-yon!”
Now I'm the police officer!

| made a policeman's club with
some No. B wire which | asked
an elactric engineer.

Wind and cover the grip

Bend the wire to the shape with with braid, Attach a tassel
cutting pliers. to the end.

-




























































































































