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During the first days of the October
Revolution Petrograd was in a state of ex-
pectation. Everyone seemed to be waiting.
The Smolny was crowded, for this was the
main headquarters of the Bolsheviks. It
was where the Revolutionary Military
Committee sat. Vladimir Ilyich Lenin
was here, too. He greeted the people
who had come to consult him, asked
them about the events of the day
and, mostly, about what was happen-
ing at the Winter Palace not far away
and at the approaches to the Palace.

The news that Vladimir Ilyich was
at the Smolny soon spread among
the Bolsheviks. Many wanted to see
him and so came to the Smolny.
People who had no direct business
there kept looking in as well. News-
papermen, and especially foreign
correspondents, all wanted to gain
entrance to his office.

They had probably noticed
that the stream of people was
focused on this room and that
the active centre of the uprising
was located here.

A reliable guard was need-
ed. There were over five
hundred armed workers in one
of the rooms. These were
Red Guards.

It was decided that about
seventy-five of the men
would be assigned to guard
the Smolny.

A young, handsome,
curly-haired worker of









about thirty gave the command for the
men to line up.

In an instant they all stood at atten-
tion. It became very still. Two guards
stood by the door. The commander then
said that seventy-five volunteers were

needed and that the risk would be great.

They might even face death.

At this the entire detachment took
a step forward and then came to atten-
tion again. The commander chose

seventy-five men and appointed a
commander and two deputies.

“In case of anything...” he said

sternly and fell silent.

The first thing they did was
to issue passes. Vladimir Ilyich re-
ceived Pass No. 1.

“What is this? A pass? What
for?” he said.

“You need it. Just in case.
We’ve put up a guard for the

Smolny. Here, come and look.”

Vladimir Ilyich went to the
door and looked out. He saw
the unit lined up and standing

at attention.

“What fine young men!
It’s a pleasure to look at
them!” he said.

The guards stood outside
' the entrance and at the door
inside the room.

The commander imme-
diately established contact
with the central detach-

ment. People kept pouring
into the Smolny.
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Vladimir Ilyich was most concerned 2 ~ 3 —
by the fact that the siege of the Winter \ :
Palace, where the Cadets who were \
guarding the Provisional Government
had dug in, was dragging on.

The Pavlovsky Regiment had gone A .‘ } 7
over to the side of the revolutionary . ¢

forces. It was ordered to take up po-
sitions along the streets leading to the
Winter Palace.

The regiment surrounded the
Palace.

Reinforcements of revolutionary e
sailors arrived and ran in spurts
across the Palace Square, occupying
the approaches to the Winter Palace.
The storm of the Winter Palace
had begun. The battle raged for e
several hours. g et

Drawing the soldiers of the
Pavlovsk Regiment and the Red -
Guards after them, the sailors e i
attacked the huge Palace doors
and forced them open, rush-
ing into the ground floor prem-
ises.

The cruiser Aurora was
moored on the Neva River.
Its guns had been trained on
the Palace. The gunners of
Petropavlovsk Fortress oppo-
site had received a similar
order.

The guns of the Aurora
and of Petropavlovsk Fort-
ress heralded the start of
the storm of the Winter








































