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M§â¼ÀÄ ºÀÄqÀÄV EzÀÝ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼À ºÉ¸ÀgÀÄ «ÄÃ£Á. ̧ ÀA¸ÀÌöÈvÀ
¤WÀAn£À ¥ÀæPÁgÀ CªÀ¼À ºÉ¸Àj£À CxÀð «ÄÃ£ÀÄ JAzÀÄ.
DzÀgÉ «ÄÃ£Á½UÉ EzÀgÀ §UÉÎ K£ÀÆ UÉÆvÉÛÃ EgÀ°®è.
KPÉAzÀgÉ CªÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß NzÀÄvÀÛ¯ÉÃ EgÀ°®è. CªÀ½UÉ
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß NzÀÄªÀÅzÉAzÀgÉ wgÀ¸ÁÌgÀ«vÀÄÛ.

CªÀ¼ÀÄ “¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ AiÀiÁªÁUÀ®Æ J¯ÉèAzÀgÀ°è CqÀØ
§gÀÄvÀÛªÉ” JAzÀÄ UÉÆtUÀÄwÛzÀÝ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ ºÉÃ¼ÀÄwÛzÀÄÝzÀÆ
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Once there was a girl named Meena. If you looked up her name in

a book, you would find that it means "fish" in ancient Sanskrit. But

Meena didn't know that because she never looked up anything any-
where. She hated to read, and she hated books.

"They're always in the way," she said. And this was true because in

her house books were everywhere. Not just on bookshelves and bed-
side tables where books usually are, but in all sorts of places where

books usually aren't.

There were books in dressers and drawers and desks, in closets

and cupboards and chests. There were books on the sofa and books

on the stairs, books crammed in the fireplace and stacked on the chairs.

¸ÀjAiÀiÁVAiÉÄÃ EvÉÛÃ£ÉÆÃ. KPÉAzÀgÉ CªÀ¼À ªÀÄ£ÉAiÀÄ°è J¯Áè
PÀqÉAiÀÄ°èAiÀÄÆ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÉÃ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ EgÀÄwÛzÀÄÝªÀÅ.
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ §jÃ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À CgÉAiÀÄ°è, ªÉÄÃf£À ªÉÄÃ¯É
EgÀÄwÛgÀ°®è. CªÀÅUÀ¼ÀÄ EgÀvÀPÀÌzÀ®èzÀ ¨ÉÃgÉ EgÀ¨ÁgÀzÀ
¸ÀÜ¼ÀUÀ¼À°èAiÀÄÆ EgÀÄwÛzÀÄÝªÀÅ.

J°è £ÉÆÃrzÀgÀ°è ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ! ¥Àæw PÀmÉÖAiÀÄ ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ,
ªÉÄnÖ® ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ. §mÉÖUÀÆr£À°è, PÀ¥Án£À°è,
C®ªÀiÁj£À°è ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ; ªÉÄÃf£À ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ,
E½ªÉÄÃf£À ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ! ¸ÉÆÃ¥sóÁzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À
PÀAvÉ, PÀqÉUÉ ¨ÉAQUÀÆr£À°è ¸ÀºÀ vÀÄgÀÄQlÖ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÉÃ!
PÀÄaðUÀ¼À ªÉÄÃ¯É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À gÁ².
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E£ÀßµÀÄÖ aAvÉVÃqÀÄ ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀ ªÀÄvÉÆÛAzÀÄ «ZÁgÀªÉAzÀgÉ
«ÄÃ£Á¼À vÁ¬Ä vÀAzÉAiÀÄgÀÄ ¥Àæw¢£ÀªÀÇ ̈ ÉÃgÉ ̈ ÉÃgÉ ºÉÆ¸À
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß vÀgÀÄwÛzÀÝgÀÄ. CªÀgÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß
PÉÆ¼ÀÄîwÛzÀÝgÀÄ, ̧ ÉßÃ»vÀjAzÀ ¥ÀqÉzÀÄPÉÆ¼ÀÄîwÛzÀÝgÀÄ,
UÀæAxÁ®AiÀÄ¢AzÀ vÀgÀÄwÛzÀÝgÀÄ. CªÀgÀÄ AiÀiÁªÁUÀ®Æ -
¨É½UÉÎ, ªÀÄzsÁåºÀß, gÁwæ Hl wArUÀ¼À ªÉÃ¼ÉAiÀÄ®Æè
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß NzÀÄwÛgÀÄwÛzÀÝgÀÄ. DzÀgÉ CªÀgÀÄ
AiÀiÁªÁUÀ¯ÁzÀgÀÆ «ÄÃ£Á¼ÉÆqÀ£É CªÀ¼ÀÄ AiÀiÁªÀÅzÁzÀgÀÆ
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Worse still, her parents were always bringing home MORE books.

They kept buying books and borrowing books and ordering books from
catalogues. They read at breakfast and lunch and dinner. But when they

asked Meena if she wanted to read, she would stamp her feet and

shout, "I hate books!" And when they tried to read out loud to her, she
would put her hands over her ears and shout even louder, "I HATE

BOOKS!"

There was probably only one person in the world who hated books

more than Meena. And that was her cat, Max. A long time ago, when he

was just a kitten, an atlas fell on his tail. It bent the tip like a pipe cleaner.
Ever since, he's tried to stay on top of the books rather than below them.

¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß NzÀÄªÀ¼ÉÃ JAzÉÃ£ÁzÀgÀÆ PÉÃ½zÀgÉ CªÀ¼ÀÄ
£É®zÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É vÀ£Àß PÁ®£ÀÄß §rAiÀÄÄvÁÛ “£À£ÀUÉ
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÉAzÀgÉ EµÀÖ«®è” JAzÀÄ QjaPÉÆ¼ÀÄîwÛzÀÝ¼ÀÄ. ªÀÄvÉÛ
AiÀiÁªÁUÀ¯ÁzÀgÀÆ CªÀ¼À vÁ¬Ä vÀAzÉAiÀÄgÀÄ CªÀ½UÉ
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß N¢ ºÉÃ¼ÀvÉÆqÀVzÀgÉ CªÀ¼ÀÄ vÀ£Àß JgÀqÀÆ
PÉÊUÀ½AzÀ Q«UÀ¼À£ÀÄß ªÀÄÄaÑPÉÆ¼ÀÄîvÁÛ UÀnÖAiÀiÁV
CgÀZÀÄwÛzÀÝ¼ÀÄ – “£À£ÀUÉ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÉAzÀgÉ EµÀÖ«¯Áè!”

¥ÁæAiÀÄ±ÀB ErAiÀÄ ¥Àæ¥ÀAZÀzÀ°è «ÄÃ£Á½VAvÀ®Æ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À
§UÉÎ C¸ÀºÀ£É¬ÄzÀÝ E£ÉÆßAzÉÃ MAzÀÄ fÃªÀ«vÀÄÛ, CzÀÄ
«ÄÃ£Á¼À ̈ ÉPÀÄÌ ªÀiÁåPïì. D ªÀiÁåPïì ¥ÀÅlÖ ªÀÄjAiÀiÁVzÁÝUÀ
MªÉÄä CzÀgÀ ¨Á®zÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É s̈ÀÆ¥ÀlzÀ MAzÀÄ s̈Áj ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ
©¢ÝvÀÄÛ. CzÀjAzÀ CzÀgÀ ¨Á®zÀ vÀÄ¢ qÉÆAPÁVvÀÄÛ.
CA¢¤AzÀ ªÀiÁåPïì ¸ÀzÁ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À gÁ²AiÀÄ ªÉÄÃ¯É
PÀÄ½vÀÄPÉÆ¼ÀÄîwÛvÉÛÃ ºÉÆgÀvÀÄ CzÀgÀrAiÀÄ°è PÀÆgÀÄwÛgÀ°®è.
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MAzÀÄ ¢£À ¨É½UÉÎ «ÄÃ£Á ªÁµï ¨ÉÃ¹£ï¤AzÀ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß
ºÉÆgÀUÉ vÉUÉzÀÄ ºÀ®ÄèfÓ ªÀÄÄRvÉÆ¼ÉzÀ¼ÀÄ. CrUÉ ªÀÄ£ÉUÉ
ºÉÆÃV vÀ£ÀUÉ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ªÀiÁåPïìUÉ ̈ É¼ÀV£À G¥ÁºÁgÀzÀ
¹zÀÞvÉUÉ vÉÆqÀVzÀ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À gÁ²¬ÄAzÀ MAzÀÄ
KtÂ ªÀiÁrPÉÆAqÀÄ CzÀ£ÉßÃj PÁ£ïð ¥sóÉèÃPïì qÀ©âAiÀÄ£ÀÄß
E½¹zÀ¼ÀÄ. ¦üûæeï ¨ÁV®Ä vÉgÉAiÀÄÄwÛzÀÝAvÉÃ C°è vÀÄA©zÀÝ
¥ÀwæPÉUÀ¼À gÁ²AiÀÄ£ÀÄß ¥ÀPÀÌPÉÌ ̧ Àj¹ ºÁ®£ÀÄß vÉUÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ.
CzÀ£ÀÄß vÀ£Àß ºÁUÀÆ ªÀiÁåPïì £À §mÖ®ÄUÀ½UÉ vÀÄA©¹zÀ¼ÀÄ.
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One morning, after Meena moved all the books out of the sink to

brush her teeth, she went to the kitchen to get breakfast for herself and

Max. First she climbed onto a stack of encyclopedias so she could
reach the cereal. Then she opened the fridge and moved a pile of

magazines to get the milk. She poured some for herself and some for

Max.

"Max!" she called. "Breakfast is ready!" But Max didn't come. She

tried again. "Max!" she called. "Breakfast is ready!" He still didn't come.

"Where could he be?" she wondered. She looked in the bathtub

and behind the dryer. She looked under the stairs and on top of the

clock. She found more books, but she didn't find Max.

“ªÀiÁåPïì, wAr vÀAiÀiÁjzÉ,” ̈ ÉPÀÌ£ÀÄß PÀgÉAiÀÄvÉÆqÀVzÀ¼ÀÄ.

ªÀiÁåPïì §gÀ°®è. “ªÀiÁåPïì, wAr vÀAiÀiÁjzÉ,” ¥ÀÅ£ÀB
PÀgÉzÀ¼ÀÄ. DUÀ®Æ ªÀiÁåPïì §gÀ°®è. “J°è
ºÉÆÃVgÀ§ºÀÄzÀÄ?” D¯ÉÆÃa¸À¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀ¼ÀÄ. ̧ Áß£ÀzÀ
vÉÆnÖAiÀÄ°è, MUÉAiÀÄÄªÀ AiÀÄAvÀæzÀ »AzÉ ºÀÄqÀÄQzÀ¼ÀÄ.
ªÉÄnÖ®ÄUÀ¼À PÉ¼ÀUÉ, UÀrAiÀiÁgÀzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É £ÉÆÃrzÀ¼ÀÄ. E£ÀßµÀÄÖ
ªÀÄvÀÛµÀÄÖ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ PÀAqÀªÉÃ ºÉÆgÀvÀÄ ªÀiÁåPïì £À ̧ ÀÄ½«®è.
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DUÀ CªÀ½UÉ zÀÆgÀ¢AzÀ ¸ÀzÀÄÝ PÉÃ½vÀÄ –
“«ÄÃAAiÀiÁåAªï”! «ÄÃ£Á HlzÀ PÉÆÃuÉUÉ Nr ºÉÆÃV
£ÉÆÃrzÀgÉ C°è ªÀÄ£ÉAiÀÄ Cw JvÀÛgÀzÀ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀgÁ²AiÉÆAzÀgÀ
ªÉÄÃ¯É ¹QÌºÁQPÉÆArvÀÄÛ ªÀiÁåPïì. D gÁ²AiÀÄ°è «ÄÃ£Á¼À
vÁAiÀÄÛAzÉAiÀÄgÀÄ CªÀ½UÁV Cw ¦æÃw¬ÄAzÀ vÀgÀÄvÀÛ¯ÉÃ
EzÀÝ, CªÀ¼ÀÄ NzÀ¯ÉÆ®èzÀ ZÀAzÀzÀ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÉÃ vÀÄA©zÀÝªÀÅ.
PÉ¼ÀUÀqÉUÉ CªÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄUÀÄªÁVzÁÝUÀ vÀA¢zÀÝ ºÉÆ¼À¦£À
avÀæUÀ¼À zÀ¥Àà£ÉAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ. £ÀqÀÄ«£À°è ªÀtðªÀiÁ¯ÉUÀ¼À,
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Suddenly she heard a loud "Meeeeyooow!" She ran into the dining
room and there he was, stuck on top of the tallest stack of books in the

house. It was made up of all the books her parents kept buying her and

she kept refusing to read. At the bottom were big shiny picture books
from when she was a baby. In the middle were alphabet books and

nursery rhymes. At the top, right by the ceiling, were fairy tales and

adventure stories. They were all covered in dust.

"Don't worry Max," Meena called up to him. "I'll rescue you!" She

started to climb the pile of books. At first it was easy because the picture

books had hard covers, and she felt as if she were climbing stairs. But
when she reached the paperbacks her foot slipped on a book of poetry.

She lost her balance and started to slide.

²±ÀÄVÃvÉUÀ¼À ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ. J®èPÀÆÌ ªÉÄÃ¯É, ̧ ÀÆj£ÀªÀgÉUÀÆ
JA§AvÉ, Q£ÀßjAiÀÄgÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ ¸ÁºÀ¸ÀzÀ PÀxÉUÀ¼À
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ½zÀÝªÀÅ. J¯Áè ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À ªÉÄÃ®Æ zsÀÆ¼ÀÄ PÀ«¢vÀÄÛ.

“ºÉzÀgÀ¨ÉÃqÀ ªÀiÁåPïì, £Á£ÀÄ ¤£Àß£ÀÄß PÁ¥ÁqÀÄªÉ” «ÄÃ£Á
zsÉÊAiÀÄð ºÉÃ½zÀ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀzÀ ªÉÄnÖ®ÄUÀ¼À£ÀÄß
KgÀvÉÆqÀVzÀ¼ÀÄ. ªÉÆzÀªÉÆzÀ®Ä CzÀÄ ̧ ÀÄ® s̈ÀªÁVvÀÄÛ,
KPÉAzÀgÉ CrAiÀÄ°èzÀÝ avÀæzÀ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ UÀnÖAiÀÄ gÀnÖ£ÀªÀÅ.
¸ÀºÀdªÁzÀ ªÉÄnÖ®ÄUÀ¼À£ÉßÃgÀÄªÀAvÉÃ C¤ß¸ÀÄwÛvÀÄÛ.
§gÀ§gÀÄvÁÛ, ªÉÄzÀÄ ºÁ¼ÉAiÀÄ ºÉÆ¢PÉAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À §½
§gÀÄwÛzÀÝAvÉÃ PÀªÀ£ÀUÀ¼À ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÉÇAzÀgÀ ªÉÄÃ°lÖ PÁ®Ä
ºÉÆgÀ½vÀÄ. DAiÀÄvÀ¦à eÁgÀvÉÆqÀVzÀ¼ÀÄ.
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CRASH! The books went flying. They fell every which way, the bind-
ings cracking open for the very first time, and the pages flipping apart.

As they fell, strange things began to happen. People and animals started

falling out of the pages and tumbling to the ground. They dropped one
on top of the other, scattering the books and toppling the chairs.

zsÀqÁgï! ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁgÀ¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀªÀÅ. J¯ÉèAzÀgÀ°è,
ºÉÃUÉAzÀgÉ ºÁUÉ ºÁgÁqÀvÉÆqÀVzÀªÀÅ. ªÉÆzÀ® ̈ ÁjUÉ
CªÀÅ vÉgÉ¢zÀÝªÀÅ, ¥Àl¥Àl£É ºÁ¼ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ
ªÀÄUÀÄaPÉÆ¼ÀÄîwÛzÀÝªÀÅ. CªÀÅ ©Ã¼ÀÄwÛgÀÄªÁUÀ «avÀæªÉÇAzÀÄ
¸ÀA s̈À«¹vÀÄ. ¥ÁætÂUÀ¼ÀÄ, ªÀåQÛUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÁ¼ÉUÀ½AzÀ
GzÀÄjPÉÆAqÀÄ PÉ¼À©Ã¼ÀÄwÛzÀÝgÀÄ. CªÀgÉ¯Áè ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß,
PÀÄaðUÀ¼À£ÀÄß CwÛvÀÛ ̧ Àj¸ÀÄªÀAvÉ M§âj£ÉÆß§âgÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É
©Ã¼ÀÄwÛzÀÝgÀÄ.
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There were princes and princesses, fairies and frogs. Then,

a wolf and three pigs and a doll on a log. Humpty Dumpty went

flying and then broke in half, behind Mother Goose and a purple
giraffe. There were elephants, emperors, emus and elves and an

assortment of monkeys tangled up in themselves.

But most of all there were rabbits, falling this way and that.
Wild rabbits, and white rabbits, and rabbits with hats.

CªÀgÀ°è gÁdPÀÄªÀiÁgÀgÀÄ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ gÁdPÀÄªÀiÁjAiÀÄjzÀÝgÀÄ,
PÀ¥ÉàUÀ¼ÀÆ, Q£ÀßjAiÀÄgÀÆ EzÀÝgÀÄ. ªÀÄvÉÛ J°èAzÀ¯ÉÆÃ MAzÀÄ
vÉÆÃ¼ÀªÀÇ ªÀÄÆgÀÄ ºÀA¢UÀ¼ÀÆ GzÀÄj ©zÀÝªÀÅ. ºÀ«ÄÖÃ
qÀ«ÄÖÃ ºÁgÀÄvÁÛ ºÉÆgÀlÄ E¨ÁãUÀªÁV, CªÀÄä ºÉ¨ÁâvÀÄ
ªÀÄvÀÄÛ £ÉÃgÀ¼É §tÚzÀ fgÁ¥sóÉUÀ¼À »AzÉ ©zÀÝ£ÀÄ. C°è
D£ÉUÀ¼ÀÄ, ZÀPÀæªÀwðUÀ¼ÀÄ, §tÚ §tÚzÀ ¥ÀQëUÀ¼ÀÄ, PÀÄ§ÓgÀÄ,
ªÀÄvÀÄÛ MAzÀgÉÆ¼ÀUÉÆAzÀÄ ºÉuÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀ §UÉ§UÉAiÀÄ
PÉÆÃwUÀ¼À MAzÀÄ UÉÆAZÀ®Ä ̧ ÀÄjzÀÄ©¢ÝzÀÝªÀÅ.

DzÀgÉ J®èQÌAvÀ ºÉZÁÑV ªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÀÄ CvÀÛ EvÀÛ
©Ã¼ÀÄwÛzÀÝªÀÅ. PÁqÀÄªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÀÄ, ©¼ÀÄ¥ÀÅ ªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÀÄ, mÉÆÃ¦
zsÀj¹zÀ ªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÀÄ.
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Meena sat there in the middle of it all, too surprised to move.

"I thought books were full of words, not rabbits!" she said, as six
more came rolling out of a book beside her.

By now, she couldn't recognize the dining room at all. The
elephant was balancing on a coffee table juggling the good china

plates. The monkeys had torn down the curtains and were using

them as capes. And the rabbits were nibbling on the table legs.

ZÀ°¸À¯ÁgÀzÀµÀÄÖ ̈ ÉgÀUÁV EªÉ®èzÀgÀ £ÀqÀÄªÉ PÀÄ½vÀÄ©lÖ¼ÀÄ
«ÄÃ£Á. vÀ£Àß §½AiÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀzÉÆ¼ÀV¤AzÀ GgÀÄ¼ÀÄvÁÛ
¸À«ÄÃ¥À §AzÀ E£ÁßgÀÄ ªÉÆ®UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÆÃqÀÄvÁÛ
“¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À°è ±À§ÝUÀ¼ÀÄ vÀÄA©gÀÄvÀÛªÉ JAzÀÄ w½¢zÉÝ,
ªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÉAzÀ®è”, JAzÀÄ ºÉÃ½PÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ.

F ªÉÃ¼ÉUÉ HlzÀ PÉÆÃuÉAiÀÄ UÀÄgÀÄvÀÄ ºÀvÀÄÛªÀÅzÀÆ
¸ÁzsÀå«gÀ°®è. D£É PÁ¦üûAiÀÄ ªÉÄÃf£À ªÉÄÃ¯É ¦AUÁtÂ
vÀmÉÖUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ©Ã¼ÀzÀAvÉ vÀÆV¸ÀÄªÀ UÁgÀÄrUÀ£ÀAvÉ
PÀÄtÂAiÀÄÄwÛvÀÄÛ. ªÀÄAUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀgÀzÉUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ºÀjzÀÄ vÀªÀÄä
vÀ¯ÉAiÀÄ ªÉÄÃ¯É gÀÄªÀiÁ®£ÁßV ̧ ÀÄwÛPÉÆArzÀÝªÀÅ. ªÀÄvÉÛ
ªÉÆ®UÀ¼ÀÄ ªÉÄÃf£À PÁ®ÄUÀ¼À£ÀÄß PÀZÀÑ¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀÝªÀÅ.
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"Stop!" cried Meena. "Go back!" But there was so much barking
and grunting and thumping going on that no one heard her speak. She

grabbed the nearest rabbit and tried to stuff him into a cookbook, but

that scared him so much he wriggled out of Meena's grasp and ran
away. She opened another book, and four ducks flew out. She slammed

it shut again.

"This won't work," said Meena. "I don't know who goes in which

book." She thought for a minute. "I know," she said. "I'll go to everyone

and ask them where they belong."

“¤°è¹” QgÀÄazÀ¼ÀÄ «ÄÃ£Á, “¤ÃªÉ¯Áè ºÉÆÃV©r.”
DzÀgÉ C°èJzÀÝ UÀzÀÝ®zÀ°è CªÀ¼À ªÀiÁvÀÄ AiÀiÁjUÀÆ
PÉÃ¼À¯ÉÃ E®è. CªÀ¼ÀÄ ºÀwÛgÀ«zÀÝ ªÉÆ®ªÉÇAzÀ£ÀÄß
J¼ÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀÄ CqÀÄUÉAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀzÀ°è vÀÄgÀÄPÀ®Ä
¥ÀæAiÀÄwß¹zÀ¼ÀÄ. EzÀjAzÀ D ªÉÆ® JµÀÄÖ ºÉzÀjvÉAzÀgÉ
CzÀÄ «ÄÃ£Á¼À »rvÀ¢AzÀ vÀ¦à¹PÉÆAqÀÄ NlQwÛvÀÄ.
CªÀ¼ÀÄ E£ÉÆßAzÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß vÉgÉzÀ¼ÀÄ. CzÀjAzÀ £Á®ÄÌ
¨ÁvÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ ºÉÆgÀ£ÀÄVÎzÀªÀÅ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ CzÀ£ÀÄß gÀ¥Àà£É
ªÀÄÄaÑ©lÖ¼ÀÄ.

“EzÀÄ DUÀzÀ PÉ®¸À,” JAzÀÄPÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ «ÄÃ£Á. “AiÀiÁªÀÅzÀÄ
AiÀiÁªÀ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀzÉÆ¼ÀPÉÌ ºÉÆÃUÀ¨ÉÃPÉAzÀÄ £À£ÀUÉ UÉÆvÉÛÃ
E®èªÀ®è,” - ̧ Àé®à ºÉÆvÀÄÛ aAw¹zÀ¼ÀÄ. MAzÀÄ ¤«ÄµÀzÀ
£ÀAvÀgÀ “ºÁA, FUÀ w½¬ÄvÀÄ, M¨ÉÆâ§âgÀ §½AiÀÄÆ
ºÉÆÃV CªÀgÀÄ J°èAzÀ §AzÀgÉAzÀÄ PÉÃ½zÀgÁ¬ÄvÀÄ, ” –
vÁ£ÉÃ ̧ ÀªÀiÁzsÁ£À PÀAqÀÄPÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ.
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«ÄÃ£Á vÀ£ÀUÉ K£ÀÆ ¥ÀjZÀAiÀÄ«gÀzÀ MAzÀÄ fÃ«AiÀÄ£ÀÄß
¥Àæ²ß¸À¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ “¤Ã£ÀÄ AiÀiÁgÀÄ?” JAzÀÄ
PÉÃ½zÀ¼ÀÄ. D ¥ÁætÂ PÉÆÃ¥À¢AzÀ “K – DqÁéPïð!”
JAzÀÄ ºÉÃ½ £É®zÀªÉÄÃ¯É PÁ°¤AzÀ §rAiÀÄÄvÁÛ
ªÀtðªÀiÁ¯ÉUÀ¼À ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß CgÀ¸ÀÄvÁÛ ºÉÆÃ¬ÄvÀÄ.

CªÀ¼À zÀÈ¶Ö HlzÀ PÉÆÃuÉAiÀÄ ªÉÄÃf£À PÉ¼ÀUÉ ©PÀÄÌvÁÛ
C¼ÀÄwÛzÀÝ vÉÆÃ¼ÀªÉÇAzÀgÀ PÀqÉUÉ ºÀj¬ÄvÀÄ. CzÀÄ §AzÀÄzÀÄ
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She started with one strange creature she didn't recognize at all.
"Who are you?" she asked. "A is for Aardvark!" the animal said angrily,

and stomped off in search of her Alphabet Book.

She found a wolf sobbing under the dining room table and asked

him where he belonged. "I can't remember if I'm from Little Red Riding

Hood or The Three Little Pigs!" he wailed and blew his nose on the
table cloth. But Meena couldn't help him because she had never read

either story.

Then she had another idea. She picked up the nearest book and
began to read aloud. "Once upon a time," Meena began. "In a land far,

far away ..."

J°èAzÀ JAzÀÄ PÉÃ½zÀ¼ÀÄ. CzÀÄ C¼ÀÄvÁÛ “£Á£ÀÄ
§A¢zÀÄÝzÀÄ ¥ÀÅlÖ PÉAZÀªÀÄä¤AzÀ¯ÉÆÃ ªÀÄÆgÀÄ
ºÀA¢ªÀÄjUÀ½AzÀ¯ÉÆÃ £À£ÀUÉÃ £É£À¦®è,” JAzÀÄ vÀ£Àß
ªÀÄÆUÀ£ÀÄß ªÉÄÃf£À ªÉÄÃ¯Áé¹¤AzÀ MgÉ¹PÉÆArvÀÄ. DzÀgÉ D
JgÀqÀgÀ°è AiÀiÁªÀÅzÀ£ÀÆß N¢gÀzÀ «ÄÃ£Á CzÀgÀ ¸ÀºÁAiÀÄPÉÌ
§gÀ®Ä DUÀÄªÀAwgÀ°®è.

CªÀ½UÉÆAzÀÄ G¥ÁAiÀÄ ºÉÆ¼É¬ÄvÀÄ. ºÀwÛgÀzÀ¯ÉèÃ EzÀÝ
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÉÇAzÀ£ÀÄß vÉUÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀÄ UÀnÖAiÀiÁV
NzÀ¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀ¼ÀÄ, “MAzÁ£ÉÆAzÀÄ PÁ®zÀ°è,
zÀÆgÀzÉÆAzÀÄ zÉÃ±ÀzÀ°è ...” «ÄÃ£Á NzÀ®Ä ªÉÆzÀ®Ä
ªÀiÁrzÀ¼ÀÄ.
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PÀæªÉÄÃt J®è ¥ÁætÂUÀ¼ÀÄ PÀÄtÂAiÀÄÄªÀÅzÀÄ, PÀÄ¥Àà½¸ÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ,
UÀ® s̈É UÀzÀÝ® ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀÅzÀ£ÀÄß ¤°è¹zÀªÀÅ. CªÉ®èªÀÇ
ªÀÄÄAzÉÃ£Á¬ÄvÉAzÀÄ w½zÀÄPÉÆ¼Àî®Ä «ÄÃ£Á¼À ̧ À«ÄÃ¥À
¸ÀjAiÀÄÄvÁÛ §AzÀÄ PÀxÉ PÉÃ¼À¯ÁgÀA©ü¹zÀªÀÅ. ªÀÄÄA¢£À
PÀëtzÀ°è CªÉ®èªÀÇ CªÀ¼À ¸ÀÄvÀÛ®Æ ªÀÈvÁÛPÁgÀzÀ°è
PÀÄ½vÀÄ CªÀ¼ÀÄ NzÀÄªÀÅzÀ£ÀÄß D°¸ÀvÉÆqÀVzÀªÀÅ.
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Slowly, the creatures stopped jumping and howling and gibbering

and chattering. They crept closer and closer to hear what happened
next. Soon they were all sitting in a circle around her, listening to her

read.

When Meena reached the top of the second page, the pigs in the
circle jumped up. "That's us!" they cried. "That's our page! That's our

book!" They leapt up out of the circle, dove into her lap, and disap-

peared into the book. Meena clapped it shut before they could pop out
again.

She grabbed another story. One by one she began reading all her
books. And one by one the creatures found out where they belonged.

«ÄÃ£Á JgÀqÀ£ÉAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅlzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯ÁãUÀPÉÌ §gÀÄwÛzÀÝAvÉÃ
ºÀA¢UÀ¼ÀÄ ªÀÄAqÀ®¢AzÀ ºÉÆgÀPÉÌ fVzÀÄ “CzÀÄ £ÁªÀÅ!
CzÀÄ £ÀªÀÄä ¥ÀÅl, CzÀÄ £ÀªÀÄä ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀ” J£ÀÄßvÁÛ CªÀ¼À
ªÀÄr°UÉ £ÉUÉzÀÄ ªÀiÁAiÀÄªÁzÀªÀÅ. «ÄÃ£Á ªÀÄvÉÛ CªÀÅ
ºÉÆgÀUÉ ºÁgÀÄªÀ ªÉÆzÀ¯ÉÃ vÀlÖ£É ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß
ªÀÄÄaÑ©lÖ¼ÀÄ.

CªÀ¼ÀÄ E£ÉÆßAzÀÄ PÀxÉAiÀÄ£ÀÄß NzÀ®Ä ªÀÄvÉÆÛAzÀÄ
¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß J¼ÉzÀÄPÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ. MAzÁzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯ÉÆAzÀgÀAvÉ
CªÀ¼ÀÄ vÀ£Àß J¯Áè ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À£ÀÆß NzÀ®Ä ªÀÄÄAzÁzÀ¼ÀÄ.
MAzÁzÀªÉÄÃ¯ÉÆAzÀgÀAvÉ D ¥ÁætÂUÀ¼ÀÆ vÀAvÀªÀÄä
¸ÁÜ£ÀUÀ¼À£ÀÄß ¸ÉÃjzÀªÀÅ.
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PÀqÉAiÀÄ°è PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ°è ¤Ã° PÉÆÃn£À MAzÀÄ ªÉÆ® ªÀiÁvÀæ
G½zÀÄPÉÆArvÀÄ. «ÄÃ£Á ªÉÄvÀÛUÉ MAzÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß
PÉÊUÉwÛPÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ. CzÀÄ ¦Ãlgï ªÉÆ®zÀ PÀxÉAiÀÄzÁVvÀÄÛ.
“F ªÉÆ®ªÀ£ÀÄß E°èAiÉÄÃ Ej¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîªÀAvÁzÀgÉ, JµÀÄÖ
ZÉ£Àß®èªÉ?” JAzÀÄ vÀ£ÀßµÀÖPÉÌ D¯ÉÆÃa¸ÀÄwÛzÀÝ¼ÀÄ. J®è
¥ÁætÂUÀ¼ÀÆ ºÉÆgÀlÄ ºÉÆÃzÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É CªÀ½UÉ vÁ£ÀÄ
MAnAiÀiÁzÀAvÉ C¤ß¸ÀÄwÛvÀÄÛ.
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At last, there was just one little rabbit in a little blue coat left in the
room. Meena slowly picked up a book. It was The Tale of Peter Rabbit.

"Maybe I could keep this rabbit with me," she thought. She was begin-

ning to feel lonely now that everyone else was gone.

But the little rabbit stood in front of her, shifting nervously from foot

to foot and twitching his fuzzy nose. He was anxious to get back home.

So, with a big sigh, Meena opened the last book. The rabbit hopped in,
and with a flash of his white cotton tail, he was gone.

The house was quiet. Max sat on some books washing his face.
Meena sighed. "I'll never see those rabbits again!" she said.

Then she noticed that the books were still there, lying around her.

She started to smile.

DzÀgÉ D ªÉÆ® CªÀ¼ÉzÀÄj£À°è ¤AvÀÄPÉÆArvÀÄÛ.
s̈ÀAiÀÄ¢AzÀ PÁ°¤AzÀ PÁ°UÉ ¤®ÄªÀÅ §zÀ°¸ÀÄvÁÛ

UÁ§jAiÀÄ°è ªÀÄÆUÀÄ »AqÀÄvÁÛ ¤AwvÀÄÛ. vÀ£Àß ªÀÄ£ÉUÉ
»AwgÀÄUÀ®Ä PÁvÀgÀ¢A¢vÀÄÛ. «ÄÃ£Á PÉÆ£ÉAiÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÀ£ÀÄß
vÉgÉzÀ¼ÀÄ. ªÉÆ® CzÀgÉÆ¼ÀUÉ PÀÄ¥Àà½¹ ºÁjvÀÄ, ̈ É¼Àî£ÉAiÀÄ
UÀj UÀj ̈ Á®zÀ vÀÄ¢AiÉÆqÀ£É «ÄAa£ÀAvÉ ªÀiÁAiÀÄªÁ¬ÄvÀÄ.

ªÀÄ£É ̧ ÀÛ§ÞªÁ¬ÄvÀÄ. ªÀiÁåPïì vÀ£Àß ªÀÄÄRªÀ£ÀÄß
MgÉ¹PÉÆ¼ÀÄîvÁÛ MA¢µÀÄÖ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À ªÉÄÃ¯É PÀÄ½wvÀÄÛ.
«ÄÃ£Á “D ªÉÆ®UÀ¼À£ÀÄß £ÉÆÃqÀÄªÀ CªÀPÁ±À ªÀÄvÉÛAzÀÆ
£À£ÀUÉ ¹UÀ¯ÁgÀzÀÄ” ¤lÄÖ¹jqÀÄvÁÛ ºÉÃ½PÉÆAqÀ¼ÀÄ.

DUÀ CªÀ¼À UÀªÀÄ£À C°èAiÉÄÃ ºÀgÀrPÉÆArzÀÝ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀUÀ¼À
PÀqÉUÉ ºÀj¬ÄvÀÄ. CªÀ¼À ªÀÄÄRzÀ°è ̧ ÀtÚzÉÆAzÀÄ £ÀUÀÄ
CgÀ½vÀÄ.
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When her parents came in that afternoon they couldn't believe
their eyes. Not because the curtains were gone and the dishes were

broken and the table legs were chewed up. But because there, sit-

ting in the middle of the room, was Meena. She was reading a book.

D ªÀÄzsÁåºÀß «ÄÃ£Á¼À vÁAiÀÄÛAzÉAiÀÄgÀÄ »AwgÀÄVzÁUÀ
CªÀgÀÄ vÀªÀÄä PÀtÚ£ÉßÃ £ÀA§°®è. CªÀgÀ CZÀÑjAiÀÄ PÁgÀt
ºÀjzÀÄ ºÉÆÃzÀ ¥ÀgÀzÉUÀ¼ÁUÀ°, ªÀÄÄjzÀÄºÉÆÃVzÀÝ §ºÀ¼ÀµÀÄÖ
¯ÉÆÃl §lÖ®ÄUÀ¼ÁUÀ°Ã, CxÀªÁ PÀaÑ wAzÀAwzÀÝ ªÉÄÃf£À
PÁ®ÄUÀ¼ÁUÀ°Ã DVgÀ°®è. CªÀjUÉ D±ÀÑAiÀÄðªÁzÀÄzÀgÀ
PÁgÀtªÉAzÀgÉ D PÉÆoÀrAiÀÄ ªÀÄzsÀåzÀ°è «ÄÃ£Á
PÀÄ½vÀÄPÉÆArzÀÝ¼ÀÄ. CªÀ¼ÀÄ ¥ÀÅ¸ÀÛPÀªÉÇAzÀ£ÀÄß NzÀÄwÛzÀÝ¼ÀÄ!
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