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To the Reader

& The meanings of the Holy Koran that will
appear in the text are taken from the trans-
lations by Ahmad Ali, Arthur J. Arberry,

A. J. Dawood, and Marmaduke Pickthall. The
quotations from Hadith are taken from

a translation of specific selections from
Muslim and Bukhari.

@ Whenever the name of the Prophet
Mohammad appears, it shall be followed by ¥ to
represent the Arabic words, "May the blessings
and peace of God be upon Him" which always
come after the Prophet's b name.

@ For facility, all dates in this text will refer to
the Common Era (C.E.). To convert to the
Muslim Hijra calendar, see page 26 below.



@ [slamic tradition condemned the pictorial
depiction of the Prophet » and of the family of
the Prophet D in all artistic expressions. It
further discouraged the representation

of living creatures for fear that such represen-
tation would lead to pagan or polytheistic
worship. Ag a result, Muslim artists did not
imitate the external world, but conveyed its
inherent meaning through the arabesque and
geometric patterns. Whenever they chose to
draw living creatures, they produced flat, two-
dimensional illustrations that were deliberately
unrealistic, with no illusion of depth.

® This book uses the multiple media of narra-
tive, line drawing, calligraphy, and photograph.
In all the line drawings, the illustrator has
abided by the above criteria of 1slamic art.
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The names of God and MohammadV in Arabic.

To Ibrahim, Hady and Seri.



REVELATION



.ﬂ[-_‘fatiﬁa
(The Opening)

"
I the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

Praise belongs to God, the Lord of all Being,
the All-merciful, the All-compassionate,
the Master of the Day of Doom.

Thee only we serve; to Thee alone we pray for succor.
Guide us in the straight path,
the path of those whom Thou hast blessed,
not of those against whom Thou art wrathful,
nor of those who are astray.”

g@mn 1:1-7

The above verses constitute the first chapter
of the Koran and are the most widely Invoked
words in the world of Islam.
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% THE ROOTS OF SLAM LAY IN
THE ARABIAN PENINSULA, THE
Z Black Sea o LARGEST IN THE WORLD.

TO THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE
PENINSULA STOOD THE HOLY

CITY OF MECCA, PROMINENT AND ‘
FLOURISHING IN THE 6TH &
CENTURY C.E.
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0 Mecca was a trading center.

MERCHANTS CROS-
SING FROM INDIA TO
THE MEDITERRANEAN,
AND FROM AFRICA TO
PERSIA EXCHANGED
THEIR GCODS IN THE
MARKETS OF MECCA.

| have
ivory from
Abyssinia

| have
jewelry
from FPersia

| have
silk from
India

® 4

| have
jumber
from Tyre

{ haw
incens
from Yemet




{{ It was also a cultural center.

THE ARAB

PEOPLE HAD A H
PASSION FOR
POETRY.

Antara

Bin Shaddad s
LOVE POET
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Al-Dhubyani {

ROYAL POET |
Tarafa o l
SATIRIST ‘

R:

Imru'u T Qaye
LEADING POET

the market town of 'Ukaz, east of the city,

Once a year, nomad poets gathered in
to recite their verse. '
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The Ka'aba was
a house of Gods.

antly, it was a religious center.

KA'ABA?

\.I
L

Once a year, Arab
tribes went there
on pilgrimage.

WOODEN
STRUCTURE —~(____|

CONTAINER
FOR GIFTS TO

NO ROOF

—— e m -

-

10 ARMLENGTHS

3

e

p— - - ]

-

GODS INSIDE —~ =

BLACK 5TO

in Meccastood the Ka'aba, a wooden structure encasing a
circular black stone. Inside and around it were 360 deltles

brought by pilgrims from across the peninsula. .
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Those deities originated in Graeco-Roman mytho-
logy and most of them were female.

Manat was one of the oldest goddesses and was
believed to control human fortune.

Al-Lat was the sun deity and was widely popular.
Her name meant "The Goddess".

The Goddess Al-Lat

The Lion of Al-Lat

Al-Uzza, the "Mighty One", was favored by the
Meccans, along with the Goddess Hubal, the
tutelary goddess of the Ka'aba. The worship of
these deities involved animal sacrifice.

7@



There were, however, followers of monotheism in
Mecca, as in the rest of Arabia.

<

There were Jews who were well-estabiished in
Yathrib, a rival city to Mecca. Thelr chief tribes
lived both within the city and in Khaybar, north of
it. The Jews were part of the custom, language
and nomenclature of Arabia.

>
0.0

S0 were the Christians who inhabited Damascus
~and Hira in the north of the peninsula, Najran in
the south and to a lesser extent, the Hijaz area.
Christians were either Monophysites (Christ has
one divine nature) or Nestorians (Christ is man
born God). Both groups were persecuted by the
Byzantine church and in the next century sup-

ported Islam because it offered them toleration.
&

There were also al-Hanafiyyeen, followers of the
~monotheism of the patriarch Abraham (Ibrahim).
Ibrahim al-Khaleel, "the friend of God", professed
faith in one universal God and in celebration, built,
with his son lsmail, the Ka'aba, the Holy Sanctu-
ary. But after his death, polytheists turned it
into a place of idols.



Kuralsh was one of the Meccan tribes profiting from the
pligrims to the Ka'aba. The Kuraishites were dominantin -
Mecca's plutocracy and were unrivailed merchants in
Western Arabia. '
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But God struck the invaders with "fiocks of birds"
and destroyed them.

That year was named by the Meccans "YEAR OF
THE ELEPHANT".

R 4
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AFTER THE ORPHAN?

E WHO WILL LOOK

t FRSY 1
.

HIS GRANDFATHER 'ABD AL-MUTTALIB
AND HIS UNCLE ABU TALIE

. i

In August of that year, a boy was born in Mecca and
given the name Mohammad b {praiser), an uncom-
mon name at the time. His father, Abdallah, a
Kuralshite of the clan of Hashem, had recently died.
The child's mother was cailed Amina and she too
died a few years iater.

$12



Little is known about Mohammad dinhis early man-
hood except that he participated in Meccan poittics

and helped in the rebuilding of the Ka'aba after it was
destroyed by aflood. At the age of 25, he marnied
Khadijo, arich Kuraishite widow, and prospered as a frader
between Damascus, Busra, Mecca andYemen.,

'8 LKA

THEY {ALL HiM

AL-AMEEN, THE
TRUSTWORTHY ONE

Throughout his life, Mohammad b had
the title of Abul Qassim,
“Father of Qassim”, his first son.






These are the first words that were revealed to him.
Mohammad was an unleftered Prophet », and what
he recited were the wondrous verses of God (ayat ul-
Lah), not man-made words.
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"In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,

Recite in the name of your Lord who created

Created man from clots of blood.

Recite! Your Lord is the Most Bountiful One,

Who by the pen taught man what he did not kKnow.”
Koran 96:1-5
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The revelation of the Koran (recited text)
had begun, and wouid continue until the
dedath of the Prophet .

ISLAM
(submission to God),
the last revelation in monotheism,
wds born.

How do | become a Muslim?

You should witness
to the following:

“There is no deity but
God, and Mohammad b
is His Prophet."




The Koran has one overpowering theme:

THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD.

w/

GOD has no associate, no rival, no like. In
HIM is the beginning of the creation, and its
end; to HIM the human soul should turn; by
HIM the universe continues until the "Last
Scream" of Judgement Day.

GOD is above human reasoning and imagi-
hation, whatever mankind thinks about HIM,

HE
is
ALLAH-U AKBAR

beyond and greater, transcendent yet
imminent, infinite yet as close to man as his
"Jugular vein",

7@
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in the Koran, God speaks in HIS own voice and
words to humanity: HE reminds and threatens,

guides and corrects, forgives and punishes. Most

emphatically,
HE
is
"the compassionate, the merciful”
(Rahman) (Rahgem)

A

Every Surah (chapter) in the Koran opens with
these words:

"In the Name of God the Compasslonate the
Merciful."

These words, known as the Bismillah, remind

mankind that
GOD IS MERCY.



This message of Islom was accepted at
first by only ¢ handful of Meccans:

% the Prophet's » wife,

+ the Prophet'sd friend Abu Bakr known as
The Believer ,

<+ and the Prophet's » cousin, Alibin Abi
Taiib

But within a few years, the faithful
became noticeable by their prayers
and rejection of idols. The Kuraishites
feared that the monotheistic revelation
would undermine the lucrative pilgrim-
age frade, and they began a wave of
persecution. As d result, some of the
Muslims fled to Ethiopia where they met
the Christian Negus (ruler),

Le



m

WHAT 1S
[SLAM ?

~ NEGUS ~
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BELIEF IN GOD,
IN JUDGEMENT DAY,

IN A UNIVERSAL MESSAGE
REVEALED TO PROPHETS
FROM ADAM,
ABRAHAM
AND JESUS
0
MOHAMMAD b,

WHO 1S
THE LAST MESSENGER
AND
"SEAL OF THE PROPHETS"
(KORAN 33:40)

21 &



7 X

DID YOU SAY
JESUS ?

YES, HE WAS BORN X
OF THE VIRGIN MARY, X

AND WILL

RETURN AT
THE END OF

15 THE FUREST OF PROPHET

TIME...

.

i

—
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These are the words which had been revedied
to the Prophet Mohammad » about Jesus and
which the emigrants repeated:

“Whereupon he (Jesus) spoke and said:

'I am the servant of God. He has given me the Book,
and ordained me a prophet. -His blessing is upon me
wherever I go, and He has commanded me to be
steadfastin prayer and to give alms to the pooras long
as I shall five. He has exforted me to honor mymother
and has purged me of vanity and wickedness. 1was

blessed on the day I was born, and blessed 1 shall be

on the day of my death; and may peace be upon me on

the day when I shall be raised to [ife.’
Such was Jesus, the son of Mary."

Koran 19:30-34
L X X 4

The Koran views Jesus as a Prophet born of
God'’s Spirit but without any divine characteris-
fics. Thus he was not crucified, but only ap-

peared to have been. (Koran 4:155-169)

The Koran honors the Virgin Mary as a model of
chastity. There is a chapter in the Koran
named after her (Surah 19), and miany verses
praise the purity and devotion of her life.

And of Mary, daughter of Imran who guarded her
chastity, so that We breathed into her a life from
Us, and she believed the words of her Lord and His
Books, and was amony the obedient.”

Koran 66:12

25 ¢
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In Jerusalem, and on a rock now inside al-Haram
a-Shareef (Dome of the Rock), Mohammad bprayed
and was lifted fo the seven heavens where he
received a vision of the Prophets of monotheism:
Adam, Jesus (Isa) and .John the Baptist (Yahya),
Joseph (Yusuf), Enoch (Idris), Aaron (Haroon), Moses
(Moosa) and Abraham,

Flan of the Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem.

Whether mystical or physical (onthe horse "Boraq”, as
the Prophet himself recounted), the experience of
al-Mi'raj remains a mystery of God. Because of It,

Jerusalem is the third holiest city in Islam.

25



As Meccan hostility continued, the Frophet B decide
leave his birth place for Yathrib where the Koranic te:
ings had been well received. On the night of his flight
learnt of a plot by the Meccans to kill him: he askec
cousin Ali to sleep in his bed so he could slip away

cooperated and the Frophet »
with Abu Bakr and a guide
the 275-mile jour- ney westware
Yathrib. When the Meccans cal
up with the Prophet ),
sought shelter with Abu E
inside a cave. Suddenly, |

brought forth a miracle: a cobweb, thick tree bran
and nesting doves covered the mouth of the cave. Se
how undisturbed the cave was, the pursuers tho
it was empty. Inside, Abu Bakr had feared. but
Prophet B assured him of God's help.

‘In the cave he said to his companion:
"Do not despair, God is with us.
God caused His tranquillity to descend upon him and sent

to his aid invisible warriors, so that fie routed the unbeliev-
ers and exalted the Word of God. God is mighty and wise.”
Koran 9:40

¢ 20






This emigration/flight fook place in the
summer of 622 C.E. Itisthe
HIJRA
whence the Muslim calendar begins.

These are the months of the Muslim year:

Muharram, Safar, Rabee' Awal, Rabee' Thani, Jamadi Awal,
Jamadi Thani, Rajab, Sha'aban, Ramadan, Shawwal, Dhui
Qi'da and Dhul Hijra.

Because the year was measured by the lunar cycle, the
crescent became the symbol of Islam. The lunar year is
shorter than its solar counterpart by about 11 days.

To convert from Common Era to Hijra,
(C.E.-622)x33/32=H

¢ 25



In Yathrib, the Prophet D was welcomed by two
groups of believers: the earlier emigrants from
Mecca and the local supporters.

Henceforth, Yathrib became known as medinat al-
Nabiyy, "City of the Prophet”, MEDINA,

It is the second holiest city for Muslims after
Mecca.

In Medina, the Koran revealed the
SHARI'A

the Holy Law of the Islamic Theocracy.

]

UMMA
JUSTICE
MANUMISSION
RIGHT TO LIFE
MARRIAGE
ADHAN
QIBLA
TOLERATION
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The religious, social and lega! teachings of Shari'a,
in their essentials, have guided Muslims into
present times.
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The Arabs were a tribal people
whose group bond was kinship. a
After the believers were sepa-
rated from their reiatives in
Mecca, a new principle of
cohesion was needed. God
revealed the principle of Umma
where the group bond does
not depend on blood but on

faith in Him.

Such abondwasevident around
the Prophet » himself: there was
the Meccan and the Yathribite,
the Persian and the African,
the converted Christian and the
converted Jew, the freed slave
and the noble clan leader.
All constituted the umma
because they worshipped =

Allah.
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< JUSTICE

Before Islam, the blood-feud
prevalled: when a member of
a group was Injured or killed by
a person from another group,
the first group had the right of
vengeance, atoothforatooth,
a life for a life.

The Koran praised the Muslim
who accepted a penalty on
the criminalwhich waslessthan
the act penalized, or who for-
gave dltogether (Koran 5:45,
16:126-127). Futhermore, the
Koran distinguished in a novel
way between deliberate and
Involuntary killing: if a bellever
dellberately kllled another, he
would be punished in hell: if
accidentally, he would pay
blood money.
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Justice was paramount,
not vengeance,

31



& 52

< MANUMISSION +

The Koranic principle of the brotherhood of believers
was instrumental in extending compassion to all weak
and dependent persons, particularly to the slaves.
The Koran mitigated siavery by urging the Muslims to
free the slave once the latter accepted Islam:

‘Serve God and associate none with Him. Show
Kindness to parents and Kindred, to orphans
and to the destitute, to near and distant
neighbours, to those that Keep company with
you, to the traveller in need, and to the slaves
you own. God does not love arrogant and
boastful men, who are themselves nig-
gardly and enjoin others to be nig-
gardly; who conceal the riches
which God of His bounty
has bestowed upon them.”

\p
LR
/N
A\

Koran 4:36 ' r.
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Not only in Arabla, but in many neighboring civilizations,
infanticide was commonly practiced. Pagan Arabs kilied
their unwanted daughters by burying them dlive after birth.

The Koran prohibited this murder:
You shall not Kill your children for

fear of want. We will provide for MI A
them and for you. To Kill themisa A
great sin.” |

Koran 17:31

* 24



+ MARRIAGE <

In order to regulate family life, the Koran instituted mar-
riage as a legal agreement, not a sacrament.

The Koran granted the woman rights that had previously
been denled her. In marriage, the woman was to receive
the dowry herself, to inherit her husband, 1o own property,
and to engage In financial affairs.

The Koran prohibited Muslim women from marrying outside
Islam, but it cllowed Muslim men to marry Jewish and
Christian women. Those wives could retain and practice
their faith, but their children were to be raised Muslim.

In order to protect orphaned giris and widows, the Koran
permitted polygyny (Koran 4:3), but this was an option, not
an injunction, and was strictly predicated on the
individual's ability to be just. '

A Turkoman ‘asmalyk” used to
decorate the bride's camel,

35 e



< ADHAN <

Call to Prayer

=3 The Musiims used to assemble
around the Prophet » for prayer,
As their numbers grew, there was
need to call them together, and
the Prophet » chose as the first
muezzin (caller to prayer) d slave

& 50

from Africa. Bilal, who had been
freed after accepting Isiam, climbed the roof of a
house near the mosque which the Prophet » had
helped build, and recited the Adhan.

To the present day, the muezzin uses these wordsin his
cali to prayer: ]

Allah u Akbar.

God is greater.

God is greater.

I witness that there is no g
but God.

I witness that Mohammad
the prophet of God.

Rise to prayer.

Rise to felicity.

God is greater.

God is greater.

There is no god but God.

o
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Direction of Prayer

Atthe beginning of the revelo-
tion, Muslims were invoked to
turn in the direction of Jerusa-
lem during prayer. But in
Medina, the Koran turned the
bellevers towards the Ka'aba
in Mecca (Koran 2:144).

The reason for this change in
Qibla was the opposition of
the Jews to the Prophet » and
to the Koranic message. Here-
after, Islamic devotlon would
focus on the "Sacred Mosque”
whereinthe Kad'abaistocated.

A prayer rug.

A
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< TOLERATION <

RlE CH
THIE HOLY

Still the Koran prescribed toleration to the People of the
Book- the Jews and the Christians., The Koran sanctifled
God's prophetic revelation to these two communifies In
the Torah and the New Testament, but accused Jews
and Christians of straying from the Straight Path.

The Peopie of the Book were part of the Umma and were
to be protected in their religious freedom, rights and
properties. Because they were not aliowed fo partici-
pate In the military, they were to pay an extra fax.

There shall be no compulsion in religion.”
Koran 2:256

In 635 C.E., the Caliph Omar declined an offer by the
Bishop of Jerusalem to pray inside the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre lest Muslims build a mosque on that site. He
prayed outside where the Mosque of Omar now stands.



The Koran prohibited Muslims from
gambling, drinking alcoholic bever-
' ages and eating pork.

As these and other laws were being
revealed in Medina, the eyes of the
Muslims were set on Mecca, mother of
the clties (um al-qura, Koran 6:93).

Battles broke out between the Muslims
and the polytheists of Mecca. In 630
C.E., the city finally surrenderea and

the Prophet » friumphantly returned to
his birthplace, showing clemency to -
his forrer enemies, qll of whom now

submitted fo God.

o <

The Prophet » then proceeded fo the
Ka'aba and destroyed the idols while
reciting the Koranic verse:

Say:

Truth has come and Falsehood has been
overthrown. Falsehood was bound to be
discomfited.”’

Kpran 17:81
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Two years later, the Prophet D went
to Mecca with over 10,000 followers.
This was his last pilgrimage and from
Mount Arafat, he gave his farewell
address to the Muslims, ending it
with these words:

| am leaving you with the Book of God
and the Sunnah of his Frophet.

O men, harken well to my words.

Learn that the Muslims constitute
one brotherhood.

The Prophet returned to Medina, but
in June of that year, 632 C.E., he fell
ill, and in the arms of his wife Aisha,

daughter of his best friend Abu Bakr,
the last of the Prophets of God died.
He was ©3 years old.




The F’rophet [ _
was buried under the floor of Aisha's room in Medina.
A mosque now stands above that spot.

Because his life was steeped in the history of Arabia,
Mohammad D has the most accurately documented
biography among all the Prophets of monotheism.

Indeed, the historical context of his life
underscores the revelation of the
HOLY KORAN.

4% &



Uthman's Mushaf (another
hame for the Koran) is the
text still used today. 1t con-
sists of 114 surahs arrangad
in accordance with the
Frophet's B guidance: the
longer are at the beginning
and then the shorter
Mecoan and Medinan
revelatlons are sometimes
intermingled, althouah the

former grm |'.:-|'|:1.4&-:".—'.f: Eha then-
logical themes while the
latter focus on legislation,

The titles of the surabs derive from domi-
nantimages or motifs, and afew chapters
open with alphabetical letters that
remain o divine mystery,




The
Koran
is an exact copy of the words of God
whichareinscribedinthe Celestial Plate.
It is thus inerrant.

Although
the
Koran
is in the tradition of other divinely re-
vealed books (Torah, Psalms, Gospels),
it supersedes them because it was
not corrupted by man. Indeed, only
the
Koran
wass collected so promptly and meticu-
lously after its prophetic completion.

The
Koran
is the miracle of Islam. it cannot be
imitated.

The
Koran
s arevelation in Arabic, but its message
is universal.

The

Koran
provides Muslims at all times and in
all places with direction in religious
and civil duties. It guides them to the

STRAIGHT PATH.
(Koran 1:5)



"He has revealed to you the Book with the Truth,
confirming the scriptures which preceded it; for He
fias already revealed the Torah and the Gospel for the
guidance of men, and the distinction between right

and wrong.”
Koran 3:3

'Say: “The Holy Spirit brought it (Koran) down from
your Lord in truth to reassure the faithful, and togive
guidance and good news to those that surrender

themselves.”
Koran 16:102

‘Say: ‘If men and jinn combined to write the [ike of
this Koran, they would surelyfailto compose the like,
though they helped one anotfier as best they could. '

Koran 17:88

"“We have revealed the Koran in the Arabic tongue
that you may understand its meaning. It is a tran-
script of the eternal booK in Our Keeping, sublime and
Sfull of wisdom.”

Koran 43:2-4
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ISLAM RESTS ON FIVE PRECEPTS:

0000

24 2 2 2
WITNESS: "SHAHADAR"

The essence of Islam is submission to God

and admission that Mohammad » is His
messenger. :

The Shahadah in geometric Kufic
caligraphby (see pags 82 below).
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PRAYER: "SALAT"
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The Muslim prays five times a day at sunrise,
midday, afternoon, sunset and evening. Before
prayer, the Muslim prepares by the washing of
the head, hands and feet.

Prayer is adoration and gratitude to God. 1t ig
for all men and women and can be performed in
any unpolluted place facing Mecca. The Muslim
can pray alone or with others, although the
Friday midday prayer is better in community.

Prayer involves prostration where the forehead

touches the ground. Frostration is in
acknowledgement of the majesty of God.

L BoVA
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ALMS: "ZAKAT

Zakat is prescribed alms. In the Koran, it is always
associated with the observation of worship since
faith In God is expressed through good deeds.
Once a year, the Muslim pays 2 1/2% of his or her
capital as alms to the needy.
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An advertisement in a Saudl newspaper dsking for donhations to help
Muslim refugees and emigrants in Somdiia, Afghanistan and Turkey.
Islom {submission) to God enjoined social responsiblity to mankind.

55 &



L 2 2 2x2 4
' FASTING: "SAWM’

The Muslim fasts for the whole of the month of Ramadan.
The fast begins at sunrise ("when a m white thread is
barely distinguished from a black (Y thread") and
ends at sunset.

Throughout, the faster neither eats, drinks, smokes, nor
indulges in sexual activity. Children and old
people are ex- l cused, while the sick and the travel-
iing, along with pregnant women, can postpone
their fast until they are fit.

The fast teaches discipline to the soul and recalls for the
believer the month in which the first verses of the Koran
were revealed. The fast ends on the first B day of
Shawwal when Muslims celebrate T |

Eid al-Fitr.

In many parts of the Middle East,
al-musahharati roams the streets an hou
before the dawn fast begins. By beating
on a small drum he awakens people 1o
have their last meal before the fast. The
daily fast ends once the muezzin calls
for evening prayer.




L4 4 & 2
PILGRIMAGE: "HAJJ"

Once in a lifetime at least, the Muslim should go
on pilgrimage to the Ka'aba in Mecca. In that
pilgrimage, which is Abrahamic in origin and which
stretches between the 7th and the 10th of the
month of Dhul Hijja, the last in the Muslim calen-
dar, the believer focuses on the one point in space
and time wherein the whole lslamic world acknow-
ledges the might and oneness of God.

The black stone of the Ka'aba, now encased
in silver, has no special properties whatsoever.
Muslims salute it only because the Prophet »
himself had done so on his final pilgrimage.
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During the Hajj, pilgrims wear a seamless drape
to emphasize human equality before God.

The Hajj involves the following steps:

€ The tawaf seven counterclockwise circuits
around the Ka'aba.

@ The pilgrim then offers two prostrations at
the Site of Abraham and goes to the Well of
Zamzam (which God had shown to Hajar and
her son lshmael in the desert).

® Afterwards, in recollection of Hajar's patience
and perseverance, the pilgrim crosees between
the two mountains of Safa and Marwa.



‘tubaika, Allahuma, lubaika”,
words which the pilgrim repeats:
"l obey you Lord, | obey”.

¢ He/She then joins the multitude towards the
Plain of Arafat and rests there before con-
tinuing to Mina to cast stones at three pillars
symbolizing the devil.

@ Finally, an animal (sheep or camel) is sacrificed
and the pilgrim returns to perform the farewell
tawaf of the Ka'aba.

The meat of the sacrifices is distributed to the
poor of the umma,

|1

MINA

PLAIN
OF
ARAFAT

The pilgrimage ends with the Feast of Sacrifice,
Eid al-Adha. The pilgrim then visits the
Prophet's D tomb in Medina.,
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The Muslim pilgrimage is the largest annual
assembly of people on earth. In 1991, nearly
two million men and women fulfilled the
pilgrimage to Mecca.
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The Koran provides a complete vision of God
and of human life. During the Prophet's ®
life and after, however, the Muslims turned
to the words, deeds and assents of the
Prophet ® himself for further guidance on
matters alluded to in the Koran.

All that the Prophet D said, did or con-
sented to constitutes the

SUNNA
(the Right Way).
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The Sunna is essential for the fulfillment of
Muslim life:
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for instance, the Koran stipulates ablution
and prayer, but it does not describe how the
act of ablution'is to be conducted. Having
observed the Prophet b ablute and then
prostrate himself in prayer, the earlyMus-
lims imitated him in his SUNNA.
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PROPHET)» ¢« N ¢ UMMA

A

The SUNNA remains a
source of instruction to
Muslims today. All the
SUNNA.is recordedinthe
Books of HADITH (Tradi-
tions of the Prophet §).

The SUNNA provides
Muslims with the
Frophet's B immutable
guidance. Butitis cate
gorically distinct fron
the KORAN which is the
WORD OF GOD.

U

o2
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The KORAN and the
SUNNA constitute
al-AsL,
the foundation of
ISLAM.
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All who believe in

ONE
000 UNIVERSAL
* GOD
revealed in the
KORAN
and follow the
SUNNA .
of DO
THE PROPHET
MOHAMMAD D
X PARADISE.

All who disobey will
punished in
HELL.

- - <]

will be rewarded at the
day of judgement with
be

CxR 4



Koran 83:22-24

The
righteous
will surely dwell in
bliss. Reclining upon soft
couches they will gaze around
them: and in their faces
you shall mark the
glow of
Joy.

Depart
into the shadow
that will rise high in
three columns, giving neither
shade nor shelter from the flames,
and throwing up sparks as
fuge as towers, as
bright as yeflow

camels.

Koran 77:30-33
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H

O mankind! We created you from a single
soul, male and female, and made you into
nations and tribes, so that you may come to
know one another. Truly, the most fionored
of you in God's sight is the greatest of you in
piety. God is All-Knowing, All-Aware.”
Koran 49:13



B The spread of Islam was
60 rapid that within a
century after the death of
the Prophet B (632), the
Muslim faith extended from
Spain to China.

lslam was a universal
religion that was expressed
in Arabic, the language
chosen by God for the
Koran. As a result, the
Muslim relied on Arabic for
reciting prayers, naming
children, decorating avase,
illuminating a book, or
embellishing a dagger-hilt.

The confession of faith in the shape of a boat.

ARABIC READS FROM RICHT TO LEFT.

Knowledge of Arabic is indispensable
to Muslim theologians.
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In the 19th and 20th centuries,
Islam would spread to North
and South America.

oo

The Reach

lslam stamped five
highly-developed
civilizations with
its own religious
character:




The Byzantine,
Fersian,
Berber/African,
Turkish, and

Indian civilizations.
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The blossoming of lslamic civilization
occurred in

N
"

DAMASCUS

%\AI

probably the oldest continuously-inhabited
city inthe world. The city was the capital of
the Umayyad Dynasty between G61-749.
Today, Damascus is the capital of Syria.

AR

"Damascus is a city intersected by streams
and begirt with trees... Nowhere else will be
seen such magnificent hot baths, nor such
beautiful fountains, nor people more worthy
of consideration.”

The 10th-century traveller Al-Maqdisi.




A damascene wooden jewelry
box inlaid with mother-of-pearl.

Khalid ibn al-Walid, the most
capable military strategist in
early lslamic history, entered
Damascus in 635, after the
capitulation of the city.
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M The inhabitants of Damascus did not resist
the Muslim conquerors; rather, they supported
them against the Byzantine rulers. Indeed, the
Bishop of the city regularly brought food to
Khalid, the "Sword of Allah."

The latter responded with a benevolent treaty:

In the name of God the merciful, the
compassionate.

This is what Khalid would grant
the inhabitants of Damascus when
he enters it.

He shall grant them security
for their lives, properties
and churches.

Their city wall shall not
be demolished, neither shall
any Muslim be quartered
in their homes.

So long as they pay poll-tax,
nothing but good
shall befall them.

Trans. Philip Hitti.

lslam was putting to practice the toleration and
coexistence which the Koran preached:

Aud if they incline to peace, incline

you too to it, and trust in God. Lo!

e is the Hearer, the Rnower.”
‘ANoran 8:61




As Damascus ruled the Muslim world,
islamic culture moved closer to the Helle-
nized Mediterranean and away from the
desert.

In Damascus, the lslamic institution
gave rise to the

FIRST COIN STRUCK IN ISLAM

FIRST POSTAL SERVICE IN ISLAM
WV1SI NI 301440 SQ¥O0OD3™ 1SHld

FIRST MOSQUE OUTSIDE
THE ARABIAN PENINSULA
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M The courtyard of the Prophet's » house in

Medina served as the first mosque, the con-

cept of which developed over the years to

include additional features. These can be

found in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, a
fine example of the

* COMMUNITY MOSQUE «

With the spread of lslam, mosques adapted
toindigenous traditional architecture, result-
ing in a variety of styles. Whether Arabic or
[ranian, Turkish, Indian or African, a Muslim
House of Worship will always share the prin-
ciples of the Umayyad Mosque.
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The Umayyad Mosque, Damascus, built 706-715.

In Islam, the building of a mosque is an act of
great merit. The Prophet § said in the Hadith:

"Whoever builds a mosque, desiring thereby God'’s.
pleasure, God builds for him the like of it in paradise.”
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The mosqueis designed to
create a space of serenity,
rather than exaltation.
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Plan of the Umayyad Mosque, Damascus,

lslam discouraged the portrayal of human
and animal forms for fear of idolatry. The
Muslims turned their artistic imagination
towards the abstract, decorating their
mosques with geometrical patterns, ara-
besques and the calligraphy (beautiful
handwriting) of Koranic verses.
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During prayenworshippersform long
rows facing the Qibla wall.
The
« MIHRAB
refuge

a niche within that wall, emphasizes

the direction of Mecca. The mihrab,

‘although a central feature in the

mosque, is not sacred; it is the

direction it expresses which is
sacred.

f\\

There is no. pro-

- cessionalworship J
inh Islam. The ‘
rectangular shape of the Prayer Hall fulfills the
worshippers' need to pray as close to the Qibla wall
(hence, Mecca) as possible. Neither are there any
priests in lslam: holiness resides solely in God and
the Koran, and not in any special individual or class
of persons. Even the Prophet B is viewed as just a
simple human being, with no supernatural qualities
(Koran 3:144-145).
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To the right of the minrab stands

the
< MINBAR %

pulpit

which consists of narrow steps en-
closed by hand-raile and leading to
a platformoftencoveredbyacanopy.
It is from this minbar that the Fri-
day noon sermon is delivered, Friday
being lslam's holy day (Koran 62:9).

\006000&0

When the Imam
(leader of the
prayer) stands
to preach, he never occupies the top step of the
minbar. Thatis always left empty in recognition of the
Prophet's D pre-eminence.

Because there is no separation between secular and
religious life in lslam, the sermon addresses social,
political, international and doctrinal matters.

77 &



-

YY)

76

A fundamental feature of the mosque is the

& COURTYARD @

which precedes the prayer hall and accommodates
the overflow of worshippers. The removal of shoes is
required prior to entering the mosque precinct; the
worshipper then performs the ablution ritual at the
fountain generally located in the courtyard.

Devotional and ordinary activities meet in the court-

yard of the mosque. There the community can pray,

while students can learn, traveliers can rest, mer-

chants can negotiate and the weary can find peace
in God.

NN

In the larger mosques, the courtyard
may be surrounded by an arcade, riwag
in Arabic. This word literally means
"composure” for contemplation and

learning. The rhythmic ar-
cades help bring the scale
of the large prayer halls
down to a hu- man level.

In the shade of the riwag, many a teacher
in Islam has taught the principles of
faith, for the mosque is a place of wor-
ship, of sanctuary and of study.

OO

LU

UL




The
< MINARET «

allows the muezzin to call the believers to prayer. In
small communities, he chants the words himself; in
large cities, loudspeakers are used and the call is
synchronized among all the mosques. In nearly all
lslamic countries, the call to prayer is in Arabic.

The structure of the minaret
often reveals the geographic
location of the mosque: the
minaretis squarein Spain and
North Africa, round with a
conical cap in Turkey, compo-
site in Egypt, and sometimes
octagonal and capped with a
dome in India.
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When the muezzin recites the Koran, he follows
established melodic cadences known as

% TAJWEED <

Tajweed or chanting brings God's revelation
into the affective experience of the believer.
The Koran is to be felt as well as understood.
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$ayx Muhammad Siddiq al-Mindawi, Qur. 1/7, 2/1

Two different recitations of Koranic verses
by contemporary sheikhs in Egypt.

The Koran is chanted at funerals, on feast
days and at the call to prayer. Most
reciters know all the Koran by heart (6,230
verses) and some are s0 famous that
recordings of their interpretations are sold
worlawide.



<+ WOMEN ¢+

the spiritual equals of
men (Koran4:1), also wor-
ship at the mosque.
Decency, however, dic-
tates a private quarter
for them, and when such
a quarter is not found,
women pray in rows be-
hind men. At the mosque,
as well as in public
épaces, women cover
their heads and arms.
The facial veil found in
some Muslim countries
is not a Koranic injunc-
tion, but a local custom.

One of the Hadiths of
the Prophet b stated:

“Do uot prohibit the
handmaids of God
from attending the
mosques of God.”

The Prophet » in-
voked men to be
gentle to their
spouses:

“The most perfect in
faith amongst be-
lievers is he who is

best in manner and
kindest to his wife.”

Women

were always active in
communal and military
affairs. In 650, the
Prophet's » wife Aisha
took part in the Battle
of the Camel (s0 named
because the battle cen-
tered around the camel
she rode). Aisha was
later buried in the
Umayyad mosaue.

Women
were also intellectually
active: Aisha was well-
versed in Arabic poetry
and genealogy. Afterthe
death of the Prophet D,
shebecame an authority
oh the Sunna, so much
s0, that over 200 au-
thentic Hadiths are
ascribed to her.
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Kufa

b

Calligraphy and theological studies in lslam
focus on the Koran.

The first calligraphic style (Kufi) and
the foundations of legal studies
were begun in
4
KUFA

a city in Irag.

“If you seek elegance, go to Kufa.”
The 10th-century writer al-Jahiz.




To the Muslims, copying the
Koran, the written Word of
God, is an act of deep
devotion, for in lslam, art is
hot separate from faith.

The Kufiscript, which borrows
its hame from the city of
Kufa, is angular,
geometric and
monurmental.

The Naskhi calli-
graphic style, a
rounded, cursive,
easily legible script, was later
introduced. These are but
two of the numerous styles of
calligraphy that developed as
a reflection of the geographi-
cal diversity of the Islamic
peoples.
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Bl By expanding outsi

de its Arabian bound-

aries, lslam faced new social, legal and reli-
gious issues that had not earlier challenged it.
To resolve these issues,

¢ FOUR SCHO

OLS OFLAW ¢

figh
appeared, representing different

approaches to
Ijtihad: Theological Reasoning.

1. HANAFI SCHOOL

Founded by Abu Hanifa (699-
767)-who lived and died in
Kufa. He urged that free
reason serve as the principal
conduit to Islamic inter-
pretation. Thus his became
the School of Opinion.

2. MALIKI]I SCHOOL

Founded by Malik ibn Anas
(710-795) wholived inMedina.
He rejected free reason and
emphasized that the Tradi-
tions of the Prophet b (Hadith)
should alone guide the Mus-
lim. His became the School of
Tradition.
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3. SHAFI'l SCHOOL

Ahmad ibn Hanbal (780-855)
lived and lectured in Baghdad.
For him only the Koran and
the Sunna guided the Mus-
lim.

Founded by Mohammad
ibn Idris al-Shafi'i (767-820)
whose major work Risala
established for Sunni Islam
the Foundations of Jurispru-
dence.

If there is a legal problem, the
Muslim should try to solve it

by first referring to the Koran;

if there is no definite answer,
he should turn to the Sunna; if
there is still no answer, turn to
the concensus of the whole
community; and as a final re-
course, draw an analogy with
the Koran.

For instance: alcoholic bever-
age is prohibited in the Koran,
butthereis no mention of hard
drugs. Since alcohol s prohib-
ited because of its intoxicating
effect, and since hard drugs
generate a similar effect, then
by analogy, hard drugs are
also prohibited.

4. HANBALIL SCHOOL
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Muslim calligraphers turned words intoshapes: fruits

(apples and pears) and animals (birds and lions)
infused language with visual impact.

These Schools of Law have moulded the intellectual life
of lslam. There has never been a conflict between
them because they fully accept each other's rules and
practices.

Foliowers of these legal schools constitute nearly 5%
of the Muslim umma.

They are the
¢ SUNNIS ¢
(followers of the Sunna
in the Books of Hadith).

The compilation of Hadith was undertaken by the
Persian jurist al-Bukhari (810-870) who produced the
Definitive (Sahih) edition. Out of the 600,000 say-
ings that he gathered (and partly memorized), he
identificd only 7,275 as authentic Prophetic sayings.
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O Charity,
thie Prophet W said:

“The man who exerts himself
on behalf of the widow and

the poor one is like the one
who struggles in the way of
God, or the one who keeps
awake at night for prayer and
fasts during the day.”

A
Selection
from
al-Bukhari's
Hadith

On Faith:

"None of you has faith unless he loves for
his brother what he loves for hgmself. "

On Work:

“No one cats bet-
ter food than that,
which he eats out.
of the work of
Iris hands.”

On Hospitality:

“Aman should accompany his guest to the door of the house.

Fid

On Knowledge:

“The learned ones are the heirs of
the Prophets- they leave knowl-
cdge as their inleritance; he who
inherits it inherits a great fortune.”

&7 ¢



The
& SHI'ITES @&

were the Party (shi'a)
of Ali bin Abi Taleb

the fourth Caliph to rule the Muslim community
(fl. 656-661). His Shi'a believed that he should have
been the first Caliph; they also believed that after him

came eleven Imams, the last of whom went into
occultation in 874, but would appear again at the end
of time as the Mahdi (the chosen one) to bring
justice to the world.

Each of the twelve Imams had divine powers which
made him infallible in legal judgement; thus the Imam
alone could rule the Umma.

The lion was the symbol of Ali. This is a calligraphic
rendering of a prayer of praise to Ali.

Although Ali played a chief role in Shilite spirituality, the
two Imams who formulated Shiite law were Mohammad
Bagir (677-733) and Ja'far as-Sadik (702-765).
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W Ali was murdered in Kufa in 661, and his followers
called upon his eldest son Hasan, the second Imam, to
become Caliph. He was later succeeded by his brother
Hussein, as the third Imam. As Hussein marched from
Medina to Kufa, he and his family were cut down by the
Umayyad Ruler Yazid in the field of Karbala, northwest
of Kufa. Every 10th of Moharram, the Shi'ites mourn
the death of Hussein and lament their failure

to assist him.

°¢¢¢o¢¢¢¢

The names of the twelve Imams.

From Shi'ism many sects emerged that are present
today. They include: the Zaidis, lsmailis, Agha Khanis,
Druzes, and Alawites.

Both Sunnis and Shi'ites recognize the primacy
of the Koran and the Sunna. In deciding matters
outside those sources, however, the Sunnis de-

pend on community concensus while the Shi'ites
rely on the infallibility of the Imams,
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The meticulous scholarship used in the

collection of the Koran and of the Hadith

produced a number of theological sciences
crucial to Islamic

¢ TAFSEER ¢
Exegesis

1. The Science of the Contexts o_ﬂ
Revelation:
This science focused on the his
torical circumstances in which
the verses of the Koran were re:
vealed. To master this science
jurists had to learn the exact
dialect of Arabic used by Kuraish
the Prophet’s B tribe.

2. The Science of Meccan and
Medinan Verses

(Historical Criticism):
The jurists studied the gradua
stages of Koranic revelation. Thi
science examined chronology
geography, thematic unity, an
biographical history.
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3. The Science of Abrogation:

In the Koran, God abrogated certain
commands. For example, wine was
condemned and prohibited (Koran

2:218; 5:90). Jurists had to learn the
reasons governing the divine abrogations.

4. The Science of the Reputation of
Transmitters:
Because the compilation of the Koran
and later of the Hadith depended on
oral and written transmissions, there
was need to verify the reliability of
transmitters in order to arrive at an
accurate text and pronunciation.
Thus the study of the transmitters'
reputation, blography and genealogy.
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in Kufa lived the first Arab alchemist,

# JABIR BIN HUNAYN ¢
(fl. 760-815)

known in the West as Geber,
"King of the Arabs".

Alchemy had a special place in Islamic ecience
because it used experimentation to test the
speculative theories on the nature of the
universe. In so doing, alchemists shared the
concerns of theologians who sought to dis-
cover the divine order in the creation.
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Jabir's writings and experiments, along with
the wark ot his disciples, transmitted the
knowledge of the mineral aclds to the West.-
ern World, From the Arabic word for "al-
chamy' came the word "chemistry”.

A 15th-century German illustration of the warld's
major alchemista: Geber, Arnold, ar-Razi (see page
102 helow), and Hermes.
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In the Sth and 10th centuries, the greatest
city in lslam and the world's center of learning
was
&

BAGHDAD

It was built in 762 by the Caliph a)-Mansur and
became the capital of the Abbasid Dynasty.
Baghdad is the capital of Iraqg,

gen
=

"Among the cities of the world, Baghdad
stands out as the professor of the community

of Islam.”
The geographer Yaqut in 1228.




GATEWAY

GATEWAY

The circular plan of the city
demonstrated the centraliza-
tion of power in the hands of
the ruler.

None of the structures
below survived the Mongol

invader Hulako in 1258.

6 MOSQLUE

PALACE

GATEWAY

GATEWAY
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B It was in Baghdad that |slam came in contact
with the civilizations of Persia, India and China.

The Muslims learned the art of Paper Production
from Chinese papermakers captured in a battle
fought in 751. Less than half a century later, the
Barmicide family built the first paper mill in
Baghdad.

Only in the 13th
centurydid the Eu-
ropeans learn the

use of paper from
the Muslims.

A writing box from
the Abbasid era.

rm———_

The Muslim developed a unigque sensitivity
for ink colors. A handbook by an 11th-cen-
tury Tunisian writer lists ruby-red, purple,
green, and yellow colors along with shades
of peacock-hue, rose, pistachio, and apricot.



Implements:

alembic

carafe .

jar Colors:
mattress azure.
sofa crimson

B Muslims, Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians,
Sabaeans and Hindus harmoniously cooperated
in research at the "House".

Translations from Persian, Greek, Syriac and
Sanskrit led to the coining and Arabization of
new words, many of which have found their way
into the English language.

Words of purely Arabic origin have also enriched
the English vocabulary, among them:




In Spanish, there are nearly 6,500 words of
Arabic/Fersian derivation.

Miscellaneous:

carat
Medical terms: cipher
alcohol hazard
camphor
soda
Syrup

talisman
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in the House of Wisdom, the first original
treatise on Algebra was written by a Zoroas-
trian scientist who had converted to lslam

< AL-KHAWARIZMI <
(780-850)

The word "algebra" which entered the English
language in the 1500's derives from the
Arabic al-jabr, which was Khawarizmi's
operation of "binding together” equations
and ... bones.

The binding of bones, from a
medical text of the 14th century.

Al-Khawarizmi was the firet mathematician
to use numerals instead of letters. The
translation of his work into Latin in the 12th
century introduced the "Arabic” numerals
and the Zero (from Arabic sifr) to the West
and made possible the beginnings of Euro-
peah mathematics.



The Muslims adoptcd two

% NUMERICAL SYSTEMS <

from India. The first was used in the west-
ern part of the Islamic Empire and remains

in use today in the Arab world:

T AY 1T 0 €& Y Y )

The second was used in the eastern part.

The Muslims referred to these numbers as
"Indian"; upon their adoption in Europe, they

became known as Arabic numerals.

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

lslam advocated the study
of arithmetic, geometry
and physics because these
sciences helped the theo-
logians in relating human

motivation and action to.

the divine will.

Science
clarified
the mysteries

of
God's
creation.

0
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The greatest physician of the medieval world
was
< AR-RAZI
(665-952)
known in Latin as Rhazes.

After living in Baghdad, he returned to his native city
of Rayy, in Fersia, and headed the hospital there.

Long before the discovery of bacteria, ar-Razi knew

the importance of hygiene: to choose a site for a

hospital in Baghdad, he hung pieces of meat at
various points around the
city. He recommended that
the hospital be built at the
locationwhere the meat had
putrefied the slowest.

0\,
< .
———

Muslims were encouraged
towards medicine by the em-
phasis on ritual purity and

Surgical instruments
used in the 10th century.

'J\O physical cleanliness in the
ﬁ Koran and the Hadith.
102
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From Isfahan, east of Baghdad, came another
Fersian doctor, the "Prince of Physicians",
< IBN SINA
Avicenna

(980-1037)

He was a precocious boy who had memorized all the
Koran by the time he was ten.

In close to 1,000,000 words, ibn Sina's Canon of
Medicine systematized the medical sciences of the
Egyptians, the Greeks, the Romans, the Persians, the
Indians, and the Arabs. From

thel2th tothe17thcentury,
it was the chief text used in .

~1i ) .
European medical universi- J&M
ties. IR

A fsy
R O M AE,
In Typographia Medicea .

MDXCIM. =
Ibn Sinawrote about surgery, o
but it was in Muslim Spain, S
where religious authoriti The Canon published
' ¢ religious au e in Rome, 1593.

permitted dissection, that
Islamic surgery reached ite
highest standard.
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Many physicians were philosophers and the
Muslim university curriculum listed medicine
and philosophy under the single heading of
hikma (wisdom).

The great center of wisdom in the West was
4
CORDOVA

in Andalusia
(the Muslim name of Spain).

Andalusian
Maghribi script.

"He grants wisdom to whom He pleases; and
he to whomwisdom is granted receives indeed
a benefit overflowing.” ‘

Koran 2:269




“Scientists
and poets flocked
to Cordova, while writers
and soldiers mingled with the
noble and the learned... From
Cordova shone light unto
the world.”

The 12th-century
Andalusian historian
al-Hijari.

Cordova in the 12th century

POPULATION: 500,000
{Paris 40,000)
MOSQUES: 700
BATHS: 300 ]
(Englishmen condemned their use as pagan.)

' LIBRARIES: 70
UNIVERSITY HOLDINGS: 400,000 books.
(The university of Paris had one tenth that amount.)
STREETS: Paved.

{Oxford students waded in mud.)
RELIGIONS:
Islam, Christianity and Judaism.
(Nowhere else in Europe was
there similar coexistence.)
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M Islam encouraged philosophical speculation within
the limits of religious faith. Muslims examined the
place of the rational thinker in a society ruled by
divine law and revelation, and the relationship of

theology to philosophy.

Ever since the days of Damascus, Muslim philoso-
phers had been studying Greek sources, particularly -
Plato and Aristotle. Indeed, it was through the
Muslims of Andalusia that the writings of Aristotle

entered Christian Europe.

ARISTOTELIS

STAGIRITAL,

PENIPATCTICORYM PRENCIPIS
DE ANIMA LTRER PRIMVS.

cum Aucrros Cordubienfis
Commentarijs,
avMMSE LiFng,

In Prima propenitier nobilsear,ac deffteulian foiontie
ipfius Anime .

In Secunda Anciquorum nasstantur apinionct de Anis
me rfferina,

Ln Tertia redé confacantur opiniones: Adducsnpurd;
nonnulle rca Anintewmtatem queftones,

Summue Primar Caput Primurn, Queai ob et Ani-
ma cognito er nobilu fit, o difficihs,

T~ g Ononem, & hono
'J- Bl rabiliam notitiam

Noiz g Cpinantes , magis
=) ﬁ { 3utem alecrain dls
-

W u.‘mtudlm autex
! L P o quod X mehos

' mm,&( miralxluwos
va e FPLer viras
8] que hire amma hi

oriam ranabiiter vu’q in primis ponemus,

From Aristotle's treatise on the

soul with the commentary of
Averroes (16th century).

S o2 aut fecundum
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4+ IBN RUSHD +
Averroes

(1126-1198)

oversaw the translation of
Aristotle from Greek into
Arabic and wrote over 3&
commentaries onthe Greek
philosopher.  After their

“translation into Latin, lbn

Rushd's writings so0 domi-
hated the medieval Scho-
lasticism of Europe that in
1222, the University of Paris
banned"Averroism" fromits
curriculum.



Few heeded the ban since, to the medieva!
student, Ibn Rushd was "The Commentator”
on Aristotle "The Philosopher”,

"The School of Athens", by Raphael, the Italian
Renaissance painter.
Ibn Rushd is in the turban.

Ibh Rushd believed that Aristotelian phi-
losophy and Koranic theology were "twin
sisters'- a view which Muslim theologians
later firmly rejected.



One of Ibn Rushd's disciples was the Jewish
thinker

4+ MUSA IBN MAYMOON +
Maimonides

who introduced Averroism into Judaism.
Like other Jewish writers in Andalusia, lbn

Maymoon wrote in Arabic and closely fol-
lowed the teachings of his mentor.

It is in Muslim Spain that the
Jews produced their greatest po-
etry, philosophy and sciences
since the first century C.E.

Although Aristotelian
philosophy was sup-

pressed by religious 6*.:}-
orthodoxy, lslamic *‘x’
philosophy as"Wisdom -F‘ .4-‘
of lllumination" con- .

tinued in Persia. But

instead of dealing with the classical subjects
of form and matter, the philosophers turned
to theosophy and Sufism.

& 106



in the Andalusia of philoaophere,

4+ ARABESQUE AND GEOMETRIC +
PATTERNS
attained great beauty.

Arabesque patterns are based on highly-stylized

vegetal motifs, while geometric patterns rely on the
juxtaposition of regular polygons (triangles, squares
and hexagons). These abstract elements are repea-
ted infinitely to create a uniform field of decoration.

Whether embellishing a bowl, carving a wooden minbar
or tiling a mosaic floor, arabesque and geometric
patterns, in their harmony and unity, convey the
infinity and indivisibility of God.

L]
i
4
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Arabesque s man's discovery of God. That is why
the Muslim artist never signed his work, whether on
stone, tile, wood, plaster, metal, textile, or miniature.
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Isfahan

Muslim philosophers often crossed paths and

pens with mystics and Sufis. The Sufi poet

Jalalul-Din ar-Rumi (1207-1273} lived for a few
years in the city of

NG
4

ISFAHAN

in lran.

I sought a soul in the sea,
And found a coral there;
Beneath the foam for me
An ocean was all laid bare.

Into my heart’s night
Along a narrow way

1 groped: and lo! the light,
An infinite land of day.

Trans. A.]. Arberry.




In the 16th century, Isfahan became the
capital of the Safavid Empire.

The greatest poets of Sufism in lslam were
Fersian and the most famous among them
came from |sfahan, Shiraz, Tibriz, and
Naisapur. Typical of their social mobility
was Rumi: born a Fersian in Balkh (Afghani-
stan), he travelled to Aleppo (Syria), lived
briefly in |sfahan then settled in Konya

. (Turkey) where he died. He was buried in the
garden of the Sultan who was one of his
diacipléa.

K 4



B The word "Sufi" probably derives from the Arabic Suf
which means wool. Sufis wore wool in order to demon-
strate their rejection of luxury. The Prophet P had said:

*Do not wear silk or silk
brocade, and do not drink in
vessels of gold and silver,
and do not eat in bowls made
of them; for they are for
them in this life and for us
in the next.”

Through the exercise of
silence, solitude, hunger,
and wakefulness, the
Sufis attained thegnosis
of God. They also medi- @;,, ;;
tated on the Frophet :
Mohammad b as the "Di-
vine Light of lllumination"”. A wandering Sufi.
Thus taught the Anda- (17thcf“mry)
lusian Sufi Ibn Arabi *
(1165-1240),known as the
"Great Master”, who met
Rumi in Damascus.

&w’h i 'l .A.Ja:}
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Rumi spent 40 years composing his poem, the

Methnawi, He opened it with a reference to the

Nay (Flute), the musical instrument which

symbolizes the soul after its separation from
God.

The followers of Rumi's Tariga (Sufi path) used
music and dance in their quest of divine one-
ness. They are the Whirling Dervishes. (Der-
vish is Persian for "poor").

Tl dd e |
s bl

,
.(-’

- B

Pivoting ononefoot as
they circle--righthand

facing heaven, left

hand facing earth—the
dancers symbolize
spinning planets re-
volving about God.

n>e
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From lslam, the West
developed the rebec
from the rabab, the timbel
from the tabel and the
lute from al-oud (Arabic
for wood).

Two of the greatest theo-
reticians of music in Islam
were Abul Faraj al-Isfahani
(who came from lsfahan)

and his contemporary, the
Turkish Sufi

< AL-FARABI <
(870-950)

Al-Farabi is credited with
the invention of the viol
and the development of the
Babylonian instrument,
al-Qanoon.

Although the Koran has no explicit pronouncements
on music, some jurists condemned it as frivolous and
sinful. The Sufis, however, emphasized that in an
appropriate context, music served as a vehicle for
spiritual illumination. |
"Listening to music has a divine effect that moves
the heart to Allah. He who listens to it spiritually attains
to Him, but he who listens sensually falls into heresy.”
The Sufi writer Dhu'l Noon (d. 860).
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Central to the Sufis was the Koran with its
imagery of light (24: 4-5) and of the "veil" which
separates God's splendor from the eyes of man.
The life of the Prophet D and the Hijra also inspired
the Sufis who saw their own quest of God as a
journey ending with the beatific vision.

One of the earliest Sufis in Islam was a woman
from Basra, Rabi'a al-'Adawiyya (d. &01) who

wrote the following prayer:
"0 God!
If I worship You in fear of Hell,
burn me in it;
and if [ worship You in hope of Paradise,
exclude me from if;
but if I worship You for Your own being,
do not withhold from me
Your everlasting beauty.”

of Rumi
the time
their
the

In the 16th century, the Sufi followers
constructed clocks in order to regulate
of prayer; they also used the Rosary in
meditations. From Mecca to Samarkand,
Sufis used the 99-bead rosary to recite the
99 names of God in the Koran.
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