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This has been an Intrepid Traveller issue in more ways than one,

Featured in this edition of Mindfields are mavericks like Gijubhai
Badheka - nonconlormist educator who emphasised child-centric,
experiential education as early as the 1920s. Fducator of the month,
Ananth Pai, took it upon himself to make forgotien Indian heroes as
cool as the inhabitants of Gotham City and Krypton. Oxford scholar
Kabir, is now principal of a school in rural Bihar. Jean Thomas and
SK Saxena have defied notions of ‘generation gap’ and ‘age' - at
70+, they are more [eisty and inquisitive than a lot of young people
youd come across. The Ananthnarayanans’ homeschooling experi-
ment has been a quiet, personal one - withoul ado or fanfare,

As months go by, we are introduced to more and more remarkable
people - some public figures, others unknown - who have traded
cushiness for uncertainty; chosen untrodden paths instead of bour-
geois roads to success and “making it", whose vision extends beyond
existential concerns about themselves and immediate family,

These are journeys of incredible hope and transformation.
Here's to more of them.

Amruta Patil,
Luke Haokip

New Delhi
September 2007
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Mindfields aims at making the realm of learning accessi-
ble to everyone. Every quarter, we bring you ideas and
original writing from the world over, in a format that is
as compelling as it is colourful and easy to understand.

For only Rs 200, you can get a 1 year subscription and
become a supporter of Mindfields. If you like what you
read, why not gift a subscription to a friend? You can
also subscribe online at: www.mindfields.in
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SEXUAL ABLISE IN SCHODLS

Reading the article on child sex-
ual abuse in your 2nd issue
made me think of how suscepti-
ble children are to this on
school campus as well.

[ would like to see the BSsue of
safety and security inside the
campus being dealt with in
some future issue of Mindlicelds.

With best wishes,
Suhas S
by email

CLARITY 1K TARGET ALIDIENCE?

Intriguing niche that you have
chosen to service with

| Mindfields. | was wondering
ahout who the target sudience
is - is it a parenting magazine
or is it for teachers? The focus
of articles might need to shift

| accordingly.

AG, Tamba
by email

Mindficlds” target audience is
people who are involved and
interested in the realin of learn-
ing and education - especially
that af young children.

This ntaturally includes parents,
and primary and middle school
teachers; but it also includes
school management, people
interested in a career in cduca-
tion, and other concerned cifi-
zens. As the issues go hy, we
are confident that Mindfields’
stories will aitain the breadth
and depth our various readers
are looking for.

Ed.
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CLARITY IN TARGET AUDIENCE?

Read the two issues from cover
to cover - most articles are
worth recommending (o parents,
teachiers and laypeople alike.

We have taken three subscrip-
tions for our school. One copy
will be in the foyer, for parcnts
and visitors 1o browse throug!,

An issue that is preoccupying
my teacher's mind is the D word
- Discipline. How to approach i
in the wake of all this "don’|
touch”, physical abuse contro-
versy. Maybe you could start a
forum?

Pritam Benjamin
Principal

Inventure Academy,
Bangalore

ALL THIS DUTBOUMND STUEF

From issue 1 1o issue 2, there
has been much improvement in
Mindfields. Visually it is surely
getting stronger. One thing - the
emphasis on travel (in an cdu-
cation magazine] is a little con-
lusing.

Raghu Achrekar
Pure

Most progressive educators
dgree that what happens outside
af the classroom is as crucial o
a child's education os what
happens inside.

In keeping with this, Mindfields
would like to [hster a love for
the outdoors. Tn sections such as
‘Get Acquainted’ and
Interactions’, we bring stories
that encourage a loving, symbi-

otic relationship between our
audicnee and the natural world,
In our ‘How to Visit' section, we
affer erperfences and journeys
that may be shared by child and
adulr. Beats hanging around a
mall in a strange city, and beats
regding about history in books.

Ed.

E-NABLING SCHOOLS

| recendy ran into Dinesh, a
computer scientist who wants to
“e-nable” schools, both elitist
and low-cost, as also urban and
rural. Dinesh is of the ilk who
has done his bit of experimenta-
tion with money-spinning sofi-
ware creation and given all of it
up 1o support worthy causes
around his own country,

He wishes 1o create free, open
source software that will simpli-
Fy content storage/handling
mechanisms for the administra-
tion and staff ol schools; and
make the code user-friendly, so
that it will not require a soff”
ware geek to maintain the sofi-
ware later on. Makes life easier
for schools that are not so heav-
ily funded.

| thought it might be a great
Mindfields story.

Deepa Aswani
Bangalore
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Divaswapna:
the daydream
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Gijubhai Badheka's ‘Divaswapna’ chronicles a rural primary school teacher’s innovation in
class through self-learning. First published in Gujarati, March 1931; the book generated a lot of
interest. Then it all but disappeared from public consciousness for almost fifty four years before

being resurrected by translation and reprint in 1985. Educator and teacher trainer Vishnu Kant
examines the continuing relevance of Badheka's classic in Indian schools.

was introduced to Gijubhai Badheka's Divasuapna

by Rohit Dhankar of Digantar, Jaipur. We were

training teachers at a experimental school in rural
Rajasthan. Divaswapna was the basic reading for
newly recruited teachers of the institution.

Master Laxmiram, protagonist of the book, became a
role model for context-imbedded pedagogy. So power-
ful did the reading experience prove to be - young
teachers converted themselves into missionaries, fired
by determination to bring joy and meaning in their
classrooms. Marushalas, as these schools were called,
came 1o be known as Feld-based educational experi-
ment centers in the Thar desert.

It’s been seventeen years since that teaching training
session. Many of the young teachers of the group have
remained there - stalwarts in the heat and struggle of
a desert village, trooping along, making innovations in
their classrooms, and sharing their learning with oth-
ers, Unbelievable for those of us hardened by tales of
teacher attrition and impassive classes.

The author of Divaswapna, Gijubhai Badheka (1885-
1939), was a trained lawyer practicing in South Africa,
who decided to come back to the country and devote
his life to fighting the inerlia, meaninglessness and
resultant boredom of school classroom. Master
Laxmiram’s struggles and experiments in education -
way ahead of his time - represent Gijubhais own.

WA MINDFRIELDS. I

TEXT: VISHNU KANT
PHOTO |LLUISTRATION: STUDHD UMBILICAL

Deeply influenced by the ideology of Mahatma Gandhi
and Italian educator Maria Montessori (1870-1952),
like Badheka himself was, Master Laxmiram is
anguished by the state of classrooms. He takes on the
system - unimaginative teaching strategies, use of
rote, culture of fearful, uninvolved students.

it
grit and deter
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The local Education Officer grants him permission to
experiment only on the guarantee that he would not
disrupt the discipline of the school, and thart his stu-
dents would perform well in the exam. No mean fear.

Master Laxmiram faces the ridicule of fellow teachers
from the very outset. He perseveres quite cheerfully -
grateful for the opportunity he has been given. And
there, in the Grade 4 class of a government primary
school, begins his momentous journey as a teacher and
reformer,

His means of winning over students’ hearls are simple
enough - listening to them, telling them stories, taking
them vul for a walk, playing with them - and, over and
above everything else, being inrerested in them,

Laxmiram's classes revolve around student
centric activitics - plaving cards, difTerent
kinds of games, singing, outings. Drama is a
tool he uses extensively - the stories or situ-
ations are based on the people they sec and
encounter in their daily lives - tailors, cob-
blers, farmers. This not only gives recogni-
tion to the socio-vconomic status of the
children but also implicitly sends a message
that their world is valued. And that knowl-
edge outside school is knowledge worth
acquiring,

Laxmiram's use of map, drawings of build-
ings and surveying the locality to teach
geography again bring thg power of context
into the fore, The leaming of the child is
connected to their world - and thus it
hecomes real and authentic.

A variety of other pedagogic practices are
usei in his experiments. He uses student
involvement and simple strategies to build a
library in his class, to start a *‘museum’ of local ohjects,
and so on., Laxmiram stubbornly refuses to follow the
rule of thumb - “more cramming, no understanding”,

In the spirit of true enquiry, he refuses to spoonfeed his
pupils with answers to guestions. Which comes as noth-
ing less than a shock for everyone concerned (including
fellow teachers). “What does the word ‘adjective’ mean,
sir?”, asks a student. “Find out for yourself™ he tells
him. But he doesn’t leave the students unattended either
- he scaffolds the process by giving examples, and
lending direction to their questions. Like a true con-
structivist, he shuns memonzation of definitions, and
helps them to understand. He asserts to his headmaster,
“Definitions are implied.”

(18 MINDFIELDS THIRD (UARTER 2007

The purposeful strategist in Laxmiram comes through
when you see him ot antagonizing the system where
his uncompromising stand may jeopardize his “experi-
ment”. Right in the beginning we see him asking the
Education Officer to let his pupils come 1o school
without their caps as he sees them dirty, and unneces-
sary. This is not acceptable to the Education Officer,
Laxmiram doesn't give up and settles for the students
not wearing them to his class. His purpose is met. At
another point of time, he concedes to teach children
grammar for the sake of exams (he considers any kind
of learning without intrinsic meaning abhorahle] - but
in an interesting way. This establishes his credibility in
the minds of the Education Officer, and his colleagues.

Mastler Laxmiram makes a convincing case of a dilfer-
ent kind of testing - saying that evaluation should be
done by the teacher who has taught the
students, Pupils ought 1o he tested while
actually engaged in doinglapplying what
they have learnt. Another fundamental
principle Laxmiram promotes is that eval-
uation should include everyrhing that has
heen learnt - he insists that the Education
Officer see how the boys have learnt to
clean their rooms and the campus!

Competition and comparisons are avoided
at any cost in Laxmiram's classroom,
Hence he innovates antakadi to be done in
a vircle where everybody is equal, and gels
a chance (o demonstrate their learning. “A
match between teams ends with victary
and defeat. That gives rise to competition
and jealousy. In my arrangement if one
boy does not know, the next boy takes
over and the game goes on. A boy may be
unable to say his piece once, but he has
another chance and may be able to do so
in the next round.”

Gandhiji's influence is visible on Gijubhai's education-
al philosophy. Learning to keep the places we live and
work in is important, as is personal hygiene. When the
Education Officer expresses lack of ‘propriety” of
insisting on personal cleanliness, the unyiclding
Laxmiram declares, “Squalor is the biggest problem of
this country”

These simple ideas in practice look real and engaging.
Within six months, Laxmiram's classroom is a trans-
formed place. The syllabus and textbooks remain
unchanged, but what happens with them has altered.
Under their teacher’s nurture, an uncontrollable class
that would quarrel and fight at the slightest oppor-
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