To all Black children living in the Western
Hemisphere, hoping you will one day
speak the language—in Africa

AUTHOR’S NOTE
Kiswahili is the proper name for the language we call Swahili. The prefix £i denotes the actual language rather than the
people who speak the language. (For example, a person who speaks Swahili would refer to the language spoken by the
Ganda people as “kiganda,” and to the Luo language as “kiluo.”)
Because city life is basically similar around the world, I have not discussed it in this book. My intent rather has been to
acquaint readers with what is unique about East African life. It is important, however, that children also learn about
African cities, governments, universities, commerce, the arts, and other aspects of African culture.
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Introduction
All over the world people speak different languages. Languages differ according to the country or society in which people
live. People use numbers for counting, and the words for numbers are from the words of their language. You may know some
words from languages other than English, but do you know any words from an African language?
Africa, one of the largest continents in the world, spreads over 1.1 million square miles. There are about 800 African languages
spoken in the many nations of this vast continent. Swahili is spoken across a wider geographical area than any other single
language. It is the language of about 45 million people in the eastern part of Africa: in Kenya, Uganda, two-fifths of the Congo,
on the coasts of Mozambique and Somalia, m the northern part of Malawi and Zambia, and by the townspeople of Rwanda,
Burundi, and in Rhodesia as a language of commerce. It is spoken on the islands off the coast of East Africa such as
Seychelles, Kilwa, and the Malagasy Republic. It is the national language of Tanzania. A person from Congo can speak with
a person of Kenya, a Tanzanian can talk with a Ugandan or Rwandan. One major importance of learning Swahili is that it
serves as a common language and a unifying force among the many varying cultures and countries of Africa.
I lived for two years in Uganda and taught in a high school in Kampala, the capital. I also had the opportunity to travel around
Uganda, to parts of Kenya, Tanzania, and Congo, visiting with families in cities and villages throughout the countryside.
Though the people in each country were of various ethnic groups and spoke their own language, they also spoke Swahili.
Therefore I could communicate with them, though my knowledge of Swahili was limited. I found that in learning this language,
I understood more of the culture (the way of life, the customs, values, history) of my people in East Africa.
Africa is the original homeland of about 100 million Black people who live in the United States, Canada, Central and South
America, and the Caribbean islands. As our people in the Western Hemisphere learn more and more about our African
heritage, we become increasingly proud. Part of our heritage is language. For example, in various Black communities in the
United States, many of our people have taken Swahili names, Black students are learning Swahili in schools and colleges,
private schools and shops bear Swahili names such as Uhuru Sasa (Freedom Now) School and Uhuru Kitabu (Freedom
Book) Shop.
I have written this book in the hope that young boys and girls of African origin will enjoy learning to count in Swahili, together
with gaining more knowledge of their African heritage.
Muriel Feelings
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