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Dear Reader.

When I was your age, most of my friends wanted to be astronauts. athletes, or
actors. 1, loo, dreamed of traveling in space, hitting home runs, and starring in
movies. But there was something else I wanted to do. I never told anyone,

1 wanted to hop like a frog.

I imagined soaring through Lhe air wilh grace and ease. landing gently on my
big, springy legs. How far could I hop?

I also wanted to eat like a snake. A snake can open its jaws so wide Lhal il can
swallow prey wider than its head! I knew it would be very bad lable manners (o
eat things bigger than my head. Still. I wondered what I could swallow if T swal-
lowed like a snake.

When 1 realized that answering these questions look just a little bit of math. |
had great fun astonishing my family and friends. Once vou know that a frog can
jump twenty times its body length. you can figure out how far you could hop if
you hopped like a frog. When vou realize a snake swallows [ood twice as wide as
its head, you can find oul what you could eat if you snacked like a snake. In fact,
there is no limit to what you can figure oul. . .. IUs simply a matter of math!

Hop to il

Your Prignd,










... you could jump

from home plate
to first base in

one mighty leap!
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... vou could lift a car!
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.. your brain
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