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Much like a gardener, a teacher too, must strive to provide all the right conditions
for adelightful bloom..

Much like a gardener, a teacher too, must humbly accept that while she has an important role to
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1. Preparing the soil

LG ¢l a | ljdzZAN] 27F 7Tl IjuStxappeBbed id Be at flizirightiplace | aytiedighS NJ & | «
time.

I was working withAseema, a noiprofit organization dedicated towards providing effective
educational opportunities to children from underivileged backgroundd. had just completed a

@€SFENJ Fa F {GFyRIFINR w~m (rfing okeadhdanyéne, @rfytNidy.hatl bebid G & S| 1
blessed with a wonderful ed ST OK S NX@SNJKSIRR KIF NR | YR LJzN1J2 & S ¥ dz
GKAYy3aXdt S N all, Fmanagedi téckegtdRan Bngaging and stimulatinglassroom
experiencefor the Standard 1 students. They iarn, had responded beautifully angroven

themselves to be a bunch of brighhotivated and hareworkingOK A f RNy > It gl &a S| 3S

Aseemahad beenworking withthe Montessori approach at the Pgimary level for a few years

now. The children had responded positively, and the organization was now eager to introduce an
activity-based learning approach inspired by the Montessori culuity at the Primary and
Upperprimary leves as well. The objective was twold, one, to provide the children with an

opportunity to master the concepts studied at the Primary and Ugpémary levels through
activity-based methods and second, tweate a learning environment which would encourage the

children to explore beyond the concepts they were so introduced tacitordance withheir own

specific interestareas. We wanted tenable the children to both, strengthen their foundations

as well as, extend their learning into areasieththey found most meaningful and appealing.

2SS glyGiGSR (2 ONBFGS | Odotk wauldBo2bé linbtéd ByNaprdéfime8, OKA f R
time-bound curriculum but in factbe fuelledby their own diverse interestsThe belief was, that

such an opportunity would lead tmore purposeful,effective and londasting learning. This new

kind2 ¥ Of F aaNR2Y ¢gla (G2 oS OFLftfSR GKS WwSaz2dNDOS wz
Since | had had a good run as a Standareather, and also since, in tBeNH | y A judgénfer® y Q &
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Thinking throughthew®J I G KI Yy RX

¢ KS WwS a2 dzNJhSnusudided Rtuitigdlyiwe kil knew that our childremwould benefit
from aplace liketheww X 0 dzii = K2 ¢ ¢ S NBi umg8e léarding@MNdsohnieBWeskae® K
we had the Elementary Montessori approach as auideg, but we also knew that we would have to
practicallydesign our own approach keeping ogpecificoperational realities in mindDespite this
uncertainty, | feltquite curious and excited about the idea of the .FfRom whatl had come to
understand abat the Montessori approach so far, both at the Rmémary and Primary level, the
propositionof the RRsounded very interestingnd so|| decided to accept the new role.

Luckily, | had a whole month of summer vacatiahgad2 ¥ ¥h8 Xickily again, my gl friend
{KIFfAYAS RAR YS GKS aANBIGSad 7 @2 Al Pdklilidd oA y 3
This book turned out to be my guiding light, as | set ouamswer the million questions running

0 KNRB dza K \What wkuBiwR deed to do inrder to ensure that children were able to direct

their own work effectively? What were some of the Elementary Montessori principles that we
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shouldbe trying to implement in the RRhow? Should the work in the RR be drivesielyby the

children how wouldthat really work?...

LY FRRAGAZ2Y (G2 (GKS ljdzSadAazya NBfIFGSR G2 2ySQa 2
G2 RSIf 6A0GKXI2¢ aK2dZ R 6S fAy]l GKS 62NJ] Ay {GfF
AAYdzZ GFyS2dzate Ay (08s? Bdvintaky NMEigs Q veelNdbdidzthe dhildert 1 4 & N
spend in the RR? In what manner would the RR Teacher and the Class Teacher need to collaborate

with each other to make this idea work?...

L dZAf RAYI F EKINBR dzy RSNEGI yRAYIX

| realizedsoon enoughthat | was notgoing to find the answers to all my questions right away.
So, | decided to start by putting the basics togethand getting all concerned on board.
Clarifying the purpose and function of the RR seetilatlagood place tdoegn. | put my thoughts
down, securedthe consenas of the key people and subsequently, had a discussion wittQOHss
Teachersof Standards 5 and &bout the same. W had decided toffer the daily RR hournty the

two highest standards of our schoal Standards 5 and 6, & the timetable did not allow for any
more standards to be accommodated for the time beftige following year, we extended the RR to
Standards 5, 6 and .7\We had also decided that the Class Teachers of the concerned standards
would acconpany the children to the RR, during their daily RR hour.

Togetherthe Class Teachers andilNA SR (12 dzyRSNAR UGl YR K2 gmeeded® OKAf R
be keptdistinct from and yet, clesely related to the workn their regular classroomaNe spoke

about how we could use the classroom time for introducing various sulgated concepts to the

children and allow them to practice and explore beyond the samhuieing the RR dur. There were

concerns about whether such an approach would be practical tivenghe RR hour nointerfere

with the time required for completing the stated curricular requirementgether the children

could not undertake the further study of thebasic concepts in their classrooms it§elthus

eliminating the need fothe RKX

We talkedopenlyabout each of these issue®/e were all convinced that the children needed time

to master the concepts taught in class and that they should be provided with the opportunities to
take their learning forward in ways thatere meaningful and intestingto them, irrespective of the
stated curricular requirements. At the same time, we all had some valid concerns and
apprehensions. After all, this was a departure for all of us. We were able to find satisfactory answers
to some of our questions, andecided to tackle the others along the wal/e all realised that we

would need to collaborate very effectively in order to makéestidea work for our children.

91ljdzA LAY I (GKS wwX

Simultaneously, | also set about equipping the RR with varied and apgepeiachingearning
material. We were given a substantial amount of Montessori equipment to start witltarted
supplemening the same whereverappropriate,with anything that | thought cald be of value to

0 KS O KwhithRaNJ5 600 realized, wasaptically everything that sawaround me! So, for
example we had a foldefull of pictures cuout from different magazines and newspapers for
various language activities like pictai@k or picture composition, newspaper advertisements of
various supemarketsas also, playing cards and difime math gamesrestaurant menu cards for
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role-play activities, a collection of science experiments which could be carried out in class using very
AAYLXS YFGSNAIEfX ¢62NR 3l YSa fhe]l]S W.233ftSQ FyR V!

L GNASR 2 (1SSLI I FSg (KA Y Irderedtigg atfdctivdadiatréséd G KS Y
variety of subjecareas..that it shouldtrigger different ideas andend itself to be used in many

different ways 9, for instance while we had vey few worksheets, we had a number of picture
cards/information cards across a variety of tapiX | foudr eéhartdisplays werealesigned to be used

both asclassroondisplays andactivereference materialand were thereforeregularlyusedby the
childreninstead oflying nert on the softboards

The material was arranged in a simple aodjanisedfashion across the classroonwith the
understanding that the children would haw®mplete access ta at all times. 8, for instance,
nothing on the shelves as offbounds for the children, our classroorbriry cupboard was never
locked and thechildren were free to come in during their recess and work with any material they
wanted

As time passed, | ceased to be the only one addinthéoO 2 f f SoDriRR &guXed far more
enthusiastic and resourcefabntributorda X 6 dzi > Y2 NB Fo2dzi GKF G € F GSNH
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2. Planting the seeds

¢CKS Y2YSyd 27F (NHziK | NNR @&udlly ahe RE waS yeadyzIokssak y  Wdzt
I had thougdnt things over, discussed various issuasd now it was time tbegini KS ¢ 2 NJ X

The proof as the say, is always in the puddemgl the same was about to be serveshytime now,
the judges wereexpectedto troop-in, ready to have a tasteArd they were unlikelyto be anything
odzi ONMHzil ffte K2ySaiX

Getting familiar with the RK

| think we begarroughly, by me introducing myseXwelcoming thechildren to clas§¥ I YR G KSy
asking them if they had heard anythirapout a new classroonn our school,cafk SR (1 KS Www(
There were a few halfhurmurs and since no one appeared to have heard anything substantial,

| proceeded to explain.

The RR, hegan was going to be a slightly different kinlaOf | & A NB 2 Y X (i KlgdingthS & S NB
have any lesson® this classroom, no texiooks no homeworkand no exameither. That the RR

had been equipped with a variety of matdriandthat during the RR hour every day, they would be

free to work with any materiabf their choice. fiat each one of them could take different materials

or activities andthat | and their Class Teacher would there to help them as and when required.

And also, that from time to time, we would work in small groups, rideo to familiarise ourselves

with a rew piece of work

| then invited the children to walk around the RR and have a look at all the diff&nedsof
material placed on the shelvesThis caused much excitemenihe children explored the shelves
eagery, whispering and callinrgut to each oher in delight whenever they noticed something
interesting. After a while, we reassembled and talked aboutwhgousmaterial that the children
had noticed and also abouthe manner in which all the material appeared to have been arranged
on the shelvs.

Clarifying the work 2 NJY a X

Now that all of us (meaning, |) were feelinguch more at ease with our surroundings am@ch

otherX L LINE OSu§gBsBdrne fioBms that we could atbnsider following while workino the
RR.

We discussed the flowingLJ2 A y (i & X
1. What will we do in the RR?

1  We will choose our own work.
We will work on different topics.
We will challenge ourselves.

We will ask questions.
We will look for answers.

=A =4 =4 A
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2. How will we work in the RR?

1 We will be regular.
We will be punctual.
We will ke care of the RR.
We will respect each other.
We will help each other.

= =4 =4 4

Each point was discussed thoroughly to understand the meaning and importance of the same.
More importantly, we alsdalked about thebehaviour we would need to demonstrate fulfil these
norms, for instance,what actions would we have to take in order take care of the RR?haw

would we have to behave with each other in erdo be respectful?...what could be tharious

ways in which we couldelp each other?...and son.

Once all the questions had been addressed and everyone felt comfortable accepting the work
Y2NXaxegS LINE OS S®RERchaiitlisplayhd thk deBe. The Standard 5 children
LINSLI NBR | OKIFNI 2y W2KFEG @At dénPrefardd aichart nK S wwK
Wi 2g gAtt 6S 62N] Ay GKS wwKi@smalKgboup® snstarBRINGS Yy 2 NB |
prepare separatestrips ofchartpaper, each carrying one work norrimstead of simply writing the

norm on the stripof chartpaper, the childrenconstructedthe relevant statement bycutting-off

words or individual letters from old newspapers, and arranging them in the correct order. The
OKAf RNBY LINRPOSSRSR gA0GK GKS @g2N] OSNEB SyiGKdzaAl a
ther ONAS&a 2F GDAGE&EKRKYS 02WBazQ Y & ISNAYIOh ¢gzZQTI QR BRFR |
Fye@ s KSNBHE X

Laying down work processes

Another important discussion that | had with the children within the first couple of days, had to do
with the work processeghat we would follow in the RR. Treewere not too many and | tried to
keep them all very simple and logical.

C2NJ) 2yS> (GKSNB ¢la (GKS W22N] tflyQd 91 OK OKAfR
¢ KS W2 2Wwalld exténdagr@ss wo weeks and lis specific tasks that the chidould chose

to undertake during those two weeks. Since all our children needed to strengthen their language

and math skills, each child was requested to take one task pertainitiget&nglishLanguageand

another peataining to Math. The child was of courdege to choose thespecificactivity (from those

available on the shelves) which she woptéfer to undertakein English or MathThe 3' taskcould

be from any other subjedt NB I = | a LISefErenc& BreryCoKildl fvd® @xpected\tb work
FOO2NRAy3Ifte& (G2 KSNJI OK2aSy W22N] tflyQ RdINAyYy3I (KS

My role in this entire process asto simply encourage the chilekn to explore the shelves freely
before makingtheir choices and answer any questions tha#hey may have about the material
Since we wanted the children to direct their own learning, etwiouslyneeded to give them the
freedom to choose the workhey wanted to engage withThe belief wasthat the freedom to
choosework that theytruly found meaningfuylwould naturallyawaken a deep sense of commitment
and accountability amongsthe childrerXwhich in turn, would makeny learning that much more
effective.
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Another process that we proposed to follow, had to do with the preparatiod S Rl A f & WW2 dz
Each child was expected to make a note of thal(s) she carried out on a daily basis. We hoped

GKFG adzOK | WW2daNY I fQ g2ddZ R y2i 2yfté KSfLI GKS (
time, also help them evaluate for thesalves how well they were using their time in the RR.

We also decided to schedul® he-on-one Discussion@between myself and each individual child,
once every two weekslhe purpose of these discussions was for the chilga@verthe work that
shehad been engaged with during the last couple of weeks, clarify any doubts around the same and
NBYySg KSNI W2 2ecolfingtivd wegk€IrheFdisdudsions Sere alsepected to givene an
opportunity to understand how each child was progressing anticipate thekind of support she

may require from me in the coming few weeks.
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3. Watching the seedlings take root

Experiencing choice and accountabily

DSGiAY3T G2 WOWas &ratlenovelfeddribidéestBeNhildren. School, for them, was
represented largely by daily time-table which told them exactly what they would do atyegiven

point in time during i KS RI &8XgKSy G(GKS& ¢g2dAR KI @S KAAG2NES
when they wouldeat and when they would sing. During each such period/classas natural for

them to spend most of their time workgnas perthe commongroup instructionsgiven out by the
teacher,usuallyrelating to the reading of a chapter tre completion of somevriting exercises.

Quite understandably therefore, having the freedom to actusyoos€xhe workthat they would

like to do at an individual levelwhile extremely inviting as an idea, felt rather strange in praclice
remember a child lookingatmé, 01 |G G(KS &aKSfF yR lalAyas a, 2c
K S NJBcKutd be wrong, but it felt as, #t one levelhe wasexperiencing delightful disbelief about

being able to choose his work, and at another lefielwastotally expecting me tocome up with a

few quick qualificationsvhich wouldenableme to direct his choice, or rather, actually make it for

KAYX

Some other childreysimply picked up the very first activity material they laid their eyesTdey did
not appear totakeany riouseffortsto lookthrough the various material anatrive at a considered
decision about what they wdd like to workwith. Was ti their excitementwhich made them hurry
dzLJ a2 ¢ A 0K (oK N3 juBiOtRed vay Sofideadling with a strange unfamiliar
expectatiorX K

Another common incidence was for a child to completely disregard her Work Plan, and take up some

other work altogether. Most ofhe time, this happenedvhenevera new material suddenly caught

the O K & imRgihation, for instanceyhen she saw someone else working watlvery interesting set

of picture cards. To my understanding, such incidences seemed to be the direct result of one, the

child not having spent enough time and thought while choosing her work in the first place, and
seond,asttRS @St 2 LIAy3 aSyasS 2F AydiSNylf F¥20dza YR RAA

Another interesting feature, was the tearing sense of hurry that most children displayed while

working through their Work Plang. 2 WTAYAAKQ | {1 a (thatite $a¥kSteelf. Y2 NBE A
¢CKS W22N] tflFyQ &SSYSR (rash tbhr&ighlpreftkhbly, ®efdiekhe dtatell K S& vy ¢
review date. L NEYSYOSN) RA&AOdzaaAy3a GKAA AadaadzsS gAdGK
together,we tried toundS NBE G YR GKS RAFFSNBYOS 06SisSSy | 226

we talked aboutwhy we had a timdrame for each Work Plan anghether we should be treating

the end-date simply asa date for review orsa kindof deadlineXand, whether or noit was okay to

continue with a task over the nex¥ork Plan in casethe task needed that mucmore time to be

O2YLX SGSR Ay | (K2NRdAK YI yySNX

In addition to choosing the work they would like to dbetchildren werealsogiven the opportunity

to moderake the complexity of their chosen taskFor instancejf a child chose to work with our
collection of national flagéd K S  €r@plyzichRose to draw out a flag and note down some key
details about the concerned country, say, its capital city, its currdixyational language and so
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history, its culture, its economy etc.. There were no-getermined ways of exploring any given

g N

LIASOS 2F 62 NJ XS 20 ITAEISRR Xyk2 34 il ywdzYo SNJ 2F 62 NRa
to enable each child to design her work according to the level of challenge she was comfortable

with.

a | LINY OGAOSZT 4SS NBI e GNJewigthing2hat wdidibdhelRRS | & LIS

For instance, the children even had a chad®ut whether or nothey would liketo participate in

GKS W{AtSyld ' O0GA@QAGEQ |G GKS 0S3IAYyYyAy3a 2F GKS Of
and sitting silently foraminut@ NJ G 62> 06 ST2 NB & I ,Mdahoyitvhethdr orikot G KS R

they would like to participate in a group project that some of us happened to be working on

, o s A e,

64dzOK LINP28Oia -wSAMNR 8SAXFESQR0 & WaAdy

It was interesting to sedow forsomeOKAf RNBY X AyAGAlLffte +a4 €tSFradz Y

0S aAYLXeé& | 02dzi aaSNIAy3 (KSyYyaSt gSaxXaKSNBE gl a

they all started making their choices with more thought and deliberation. Som¢hef even
started planning ahead, in terms of thinking about what work they wdilk&dto take-up in their next
Work PlansThey became increasing adept at giving shape to their wndknmost of them proved to

be very good judges of their own capabilitiemrely shyingaway from challenging themselves
effectively. Gradually, they started approaching their work with a greater sense of rigour and
perfection. As expected, soon enoughthey started displaying a strong sense of control and
ownership over theimwork. During our on@n-one discussions, for instance, they would speak very
clearly and confidently about how their work was progressing and what they were planning to do
next.

Working with each otheK

Initially, the Work Plans that the children cted, were made on an individua I aeaéh Xhild
having her owrnuniqgueWork Plan. There wergmesof course, when two or more children who may
have choserio do the same work, would decide to work together, but the initial choices were all
made at an indiidual level. At the end of the first term of tI#91213 academic yearthe first year

of the RR, we conducted a small survey with the children with regards their experiences in the RR.

Among the many things they let us know, they also tokl that they do not get enough
opportunities to work with their friends in the RR. This feedback of theirs, prompted me to change
GKS g6F& 6S YIRS 2dzNJ 22N} tflyad b2¢r ¢S 3l BS
based on their own choice of partnersd teacters justlaid down a guideline about the expected
groupssize) and then requested them to frame their Work Plans as a group. This meant that now
they had the option of choosing to do some work togethepairs or as a group andt the same

time, have tle freedom to do some other tasks on an individual basis, if they so prefer. There were
nopre-O2 Yy RA A 2y & X AMgprk Plan thiky N@ukl @itteér Ichddse to do all their work as a
ANRdzLIE 2NJ a2YS 2 7F compl@ely@gpNdthéd.y S 4 £t XA0 61 &

Watching the children go through this entire process of choosing their partaedsettlingdown as
work groups, was a fantastic experience...! Not that everything was hdokyright fom the word

0 K

w32 QX i K&l someéSiméEnces of children wantingb@d K22 aSQ | 62N LI NIy S

disagreementsvith a workgroup causing thevork to falteror even come to a stanstill! But all in

sonika.lakhera@gmail.com



Fff> GKS OKAfRNBY F2dzyR | gle& (2 ¢2N)] (23S3HIKSNJI
remember anyincidence of any of us teacherbaving to interveneon a really serious issue with
regards any particular wosggroup.

The most beautiful part of course wagatching theml G & 2 NJinX themiitahé up different
responsibilities within their worgroup, watchingi KSY 3IdzA RS S OK 203G KSNJ I yR 2
as only children can. They appeared to accept their individual differerateer naturally and

without any serious judgementt was understood thatvhile someonewas likely to have hetter

handwriting someone elsewas likely to e better at drawing G Kwhife someonewas likely tofind

it easy toexpress herself during aelasspresentation someone elsewas likely to feelnervous

They had a way of supporting each other in a most subtle yetQdifdd @S Y I Yy Y SNXS & LISOA |
came to those children who were up against a real challeng&he®e were times during an atllass

project for instancewhen one couldfeel the entire class experience a kiud shared joy and pride,

whenever one of themvould go past a particularly challenging situation.

Having different worlgroups in class did at times, lead the children to feel competitive against each
other. What was amazing though, was the ease with which most chillssrgive up that sense of
competitiveness and help other woidgroups, when necessary.

Two groups othildren were working on their respective group projectd/ 2y a (i St f
W5Ay2al dNEQ® { Ay OS (i K Sclosing taes were $raught’ forwardy ®|
OKAf RNBY 6SNB STl oA0GK GSNEB fAGlfa0 (3INEA
fF NESNJ ANRdzLJ ' yR KIFIR Ffa2 O2YLX SGSR | 1
other hand, was a smaller group and having started their project much later, had a larger g
their work unfinished. They set to work with greetermination and, what was most beautift
gla GKS glre GKS OKAfRNBY FTNRY GKS W/ 2yai
we had a little discussion about how it may be a good idea to do so. Ultimately, both the d
managed to compke their projects on time and we had two more beautiful projects to refe
in the Resource Room.

As time progressed, the children got a number of opportunitiesvtyk with each other, either

within their workgroups or all-together as a class. All of thesexperiencesadded to their
underganding about what it takes taometogether and complete a beautifgliece of workIn this

respect, the most complex project that the children would have undertaken was probably the

4 OK2 2 tegeainhdusey IS @ a t S G SNJ WCdzy i K dedtheZhilddeh of Stiridards LINE 2 S «
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6A and 7A to work together in a highlylledorativeand coordinatednanner, and to maintain the
focus and intensity of their work over a period of four morths

The students of Std. 5A, 6A and 7A had been looking at newspapers and magazines
more carefully, and learning about their diffatetypes and uses. In the process, they c4
I ONRP&aa a2YS{KAM/AIzZZEIISYOS 4 F IXAKES NIy ¢KAa ¢
and immediately caught their attention. Sincar schoolRA Ry 2 i K @hBuse]
Yy S aft SnieasRedIhX stlents of Std. 6A and 7A, if they would like to create one for|
school. They agreed immediately, and soon we had organized ourselves into 3ct&ing
fieldbNB L2 NI Ay 3 G(SIFYQX WiKS SRAG2NRAEFE (SFHYQ
key events and activities held at school during that term, including festive celebrations,
trips, school competitions, key clas®m activities and so on.

Ff2y3 GKS ¢glex ¢S GFrt{1SR Fo2d
democrah O LINPOSaa 2F WO2dzydAy3d @20GSaQX -in&lé
O2Yo0AYylLdGA2Yy 2F W¥dzyQ YR WSYGKdzaAAlFI&aYQUH
the newsletter for instance, a page each from every dieasher covering a keyctvity
O2yRdzOGSR Ay GKSAN) OfFaaNR2YX W¥dzy LI 3§
children worked diligently. As the work progressed, they started understanding the impoi
2T WRSIR{AYSADQWYRKEE S B W I Ndiobwhat i takéstorpkoyiuge a
accurate and beautiful writezLJ® 2 2 NRa -NBAJR 81 aWEA SWRBRA
Wjd2iSaQXoSOFYS S@OSNERIE @20l o ekt IS\RESRG S
K2 dza SQH CNgverhbergtiie stadgntsidyy O € 8zR (i W dzashekpacie® it was a

S OKSNAER | yR-

{2YS6KSNB

Ayaillyld KAGXgAGK 020K (GKS
dzLJaH Ld KIFR G118y ¥F2dzNJ Y2y idiKa 2F O2yaa
FAYIff& R2y SshadduxfiiskeSed inhidusdRewklistir!f A

ALK Eeeste,

|
3
g
n‘f
2|

KRR

ERNANL )

The RR also provided the chén (and us teachers as wellWith a very natural opportunity to learn
FNRY SIOK 20KSNX [/ KAfRNBY fSIFENYy @OSNE STFSOGAODSE
environment, simply provided them with a greater opportunity to do so, and across a wider range of
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topics, given the Iseer variety of work that could be going on in the RR at a given point in time.
Many a times, a child or a group of children also chose to present their work to the class. And at
20KSN) GAYS&ax: az2YSUiKAY3a fA1S WallLldaQ KIFLLWSYSRX®

For a while nowStandard 5A had SSy A G OKA Yy 3 -dA2 NINRYSOKHDNI W3
Ay GKS F2N¥Y 2F | LINR2SO0 2y Wal LlAQdP ¢WBEL
andgivenaprachS 2y WYl LJ NBI RAY 3Qad ifttheyiwBuldlike to sHérk thes
1y26f SRAS | 02dzi Y LJAStamdardi BA. Th& Sesphidse YhasS shthe? Wy
GKSEYAYIXOLE SLINREASTOH Q I YRSRAGAR RSIRY PSS G HE
dzLJQ F¥2NJ AdH ' yYyRZI 6S 6SNB 2FFH ¢KS aiddzRSy{
NEFRAYIAQd [A1S &aSIazySR OF NI 2 3NI LIK@awh mHapgiok
OAYEFIAYLF NEH®I yLE 2 LOIBND H AM{ISEES BRI | YyRGWASREKS§
specific questlons with regards directions and distances, for each of their maps. Owladke
March 1%3 (G KS& Wil daAKiQ GKS atdRSyda 2F {dl
ay SFTFFSOGAGBS LINBaSyidlidArzy IyR GKSy GKSe@
NEIRAY3IQ® Ly GKS LINRBOSaasz ¢S Ittt €SINyd
WESENYAYIAQ OFy 02YS FTNRY | yeoKSKBEXSBSEKI RN
actually helps us become more confident of our own learning! We realized that perhay
IANBIGSad Fdzyz tASa Ay fSFENYyAya FTNRY SI OK

<

Contributing to the classsom experienc&

One of the most fun and unusual aspects of the RR, was oufirereasing collection ch wide

variety of interestingobjects! Although we teachers participated in the collectidrives as well, the

more enthusiastic and productive conliitors by far, were the childrenthemselves Sometimesa
collection-drive was triggereebff in connection with a nevprojectX 6 dzibstlyyit wasjust plain old

curiosity which drove our effortsLike the tme when | happened to get a few stones to clasghe
RAFFSNBYG Ay Ada AKFLIST O2f2dNJ FyR GSEGANBXI yR
rocks we had seen in Mumbai, in our hometowns, at other aaed so on. @e thing lead to

another, and somebody suggested that we try and colleanasy different types of stones as we

could Within two dayswe had a jarfull of beautiful stones in the RR Not that the collectiordrive

every really came toraend Over timein fact, | had toalso employa tray to accommodate the new

sonika.lakhera@gmail.com
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additions.It happened the samevay with the bird-feathers the seedpods the fruits, the flowers

andthesead KSf f a X

All the projects that the children carried out in the RR, automatically added to our collection of

display and/or referencing material, be it charts,oss, models or anything else for that matter.

At other times, children came and contributed their@t2 N] (2 GKS wwXa2YSOiKAyYy3
SPSYy |t K2YSXa2YSOKAYy3 YIRS o0& 2ySaSt¥F 2N gA0K
the children added some activityaterial to the RR shelves, like the tifR®hit brought a hand

drawn, math-basedboard gameto the RR...qrwhen Soncame and handed over a lovely picture

story0 221 aKS KFR YIRS |G K2YS g2 iviken Ghiitdli canfefand 2 T K¢
showed us her magic bottdispenser..

Smetimes, an unusualcontribution led us towardsa most delightful and educational project
[A1S Ay GKS OFras$S 2F GKS W/ 202ydzi ¢NBS t Ne2SOGQX

It all started with a fivench high coconut fruit which two ctifen from Standard 6A Kalpana
and Sarita happened to find on the roadside one day, on their way home. They rushed b
school, all excited about finding such a small coconut fruit, in which one could actually he
coconut water splashing aroundside! Very soon everyone in class was collecting coc
fruits in different sizes and in a matter of days, we had built quite a collection! From he
doing a special project on the coconut tree, was but a small step and the children were
gamefor it! The next few days were spent on learning about the parts of the coconutfieui
germination process, the many uses of the coconut plant and so on. The children ¢
beautiful charts using text and illustrations elaborating on these toplesy @lso collected (an
created!) different objects made out of the various parts of the coconut tree. And of cours
had a beautiful collection of coconut fruigsall in varying sizes! The entire effort culminat
with a class presentation for the diien of Standards 5A and 7A and a diaryg exhibition for
Fffd ¢KS OKAfRNBY 2F {(R® ¢! 6SNB 2y | ¥§
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As also, inhe Ol &S 2 F @G St N ABNNBY X

LG o1& 2dzadG 2yS 2F GK2&S | YI ireke differerd Sassb<Sid R
5A, 6A and 7A, happened to bring in some foreign currency coins to the Resource Room,
week or so of each other. This sparked off an interest in foreign currencies, and soon the s
of Std. 7A as well as their tdars, were off collecting as many different foreign curre
Al YLX Sa a LraarofSH ¢KS O2ft SOGA2Yy 3INBS
had a brilliant collection of currencies from 27 different countries! 9 different indivig
contributed to the collection, 2 of them being students of Standard 7A themselves! Alor
way, the students also started learning a thing or two about currencies in gepi@history of
money, the main features of modern currency, the security meassegksin currencies and son|
interesting facts about Indian currencyK1S W O dzZNNXoy, StartedFtakingRSsNdpe. The
OKAf RNBY &aiFNIGSR FNNYy3IAy3d GKS O2Aya | yH
fl0SftaqQad ¢ KSaS prapargdbg ey studentd, yorovidédanFpbrear® details ab
each coin/banknote for instance, the name of the country, the names of the main unit an
1/100 subdivision, the conversion rate, the denomination, the composition, the year of mir
any speial features and so oi®n 15 October, thehildren presented their work to the studen
of Standard 6, sharing all they had learnt, in an interesting and effective marfa&. TW O d
F2f WSINDO A 3 Hkhié Xtwdanis fouring over it in amarent and curiosity! Post thg
LINBaSyidlriAazys GKS WOdNNByOe F2f RSN 41t a
could enjoy looking at the various currencies. It took the students over a month to comple)
LINE 2 S O pravedftdbe dmipletely worth he whilé

Simply put, v all operated with the understanding that anything interesting was welcamibe
wwX |y R { KpgrcevédAhkiRdlagontributors,asboth aright andaLINRA @A £ SIS X
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We had been collecting seed pods of different kinds and Priya brought something really intéoes
class one daywWe talked about it for a while, and | thanked her for bringiveg unusuallooking seed
pod to school. She looked straight at me andBaida 2 K& Wi Kl yl @2dzQ GSt
¢tKSNBE NBIFIftfe glayQid yediKAy3d YdzOK € SF¥d F2N

And, it was not simply through their collectionsdatiheir work that the children contributed to the
ONBIlI GA2Yy 27 hetpsd usymurXtieRRSiR a ntofe &ffective mannéthe RR was a new

ARSI XAO ¢l a YSIyd G2 o6S F LXIFOS 4KSNBE (GKS OKAfR

class throughnidividud practice and then explore it furtheén a variety of ways and as per their
specific interestsWe needed to know if we were doing alright. So, &/ through the 20123
academic year, the first year of the RR, we conducted a simple feedbdd®@ Sug¢ X I a { A y 3
for example, if they felt that they were learning new things in R did they get to choose the

work that they wanted to do, did they get to ask questions, did they get help when they needed it,

did they get to share their ideas Y R 2 LAY A2y axXtyR a2 2y® ¢KS

4

u

KS C

a

G dzF

2LIIR Nl dzyAilie (2 @2A0S GKSANI 2LIAYA2Y 2y |y Aaads
classroom experience. Their feedback helped us identify what we were doing right as well as what
weneedR (2 AYLINRBOS dzaRyod LG ¢61F& GKS OKAf RNByQa

form work-groups in class,ral introduce new initiatives like the muéh2 3SR WL 2 2y RS NJ

helped children channelize their curiosity in a productive and effectianneX

{AYyOS CSoNM¥zr NBE HWnmoX GKS &addzRSyida 27F Thay
have been trying to think about things which intrigue them and they have been trying to fin
answers to those intriguing questions. Some of the questions they have been dealing wi
G2 Ke Aa GKB2 kad e B diSdgY I Yy  @S/A yS3 aNJILKNKE &S yaile K
GKS St SOGNRO gANB y2i 3ISG +y StSOGNRARO &K
R2 O0FR (GKAY3IEaAKEZT d2Keé R2Sa GKS SINIK NERI
students are realizing that bey 3 I WaOASYy(dAadQ Aa yz204 |y
trotting along happily on this exciting journey and discovering new things eagty. . All thanks
to that deceptively simple 2 2 {1 Ay 3 WL 62y RSNXO2EQY ¢ Erifl bh#én
try to find the answers!
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4. Nurturing the young plants

Ensuring rigoand reinforcemenX

At the beginning of each termye made it a point to set aside some time for discussi

15

ng the

work-norms that we had set for ourselves, when we started the RR. Adtihave did often land up
referring to one or more of them as we worked together on a-ttagay basisl somehow felt that a

formal opportunity for reviewing the same would help reinforce the importance and relevance of

these norms. We always held thesedlissions in a manner which encouraged us to think about
whether or not these norms were helping us in our work, and how. Such a discussion, naturally
helped all of us understanthe significancef these hormsandreaffirm our commitment to them

From thevery beginningwe made sure that all three of our wopgtocesseg; the Work Plan,
Journal and the Onen-one conversations, werdollowed sincerely and consistently. It
important to have this discipline in order twth, undedine the importanceof these processes
G2 GNYz e 3IFAYy FNRY (KSY® h@SNI GAYSE (KS

the
was
and

2 2 NJ

t f

L ' yQS YR |4 Onedd2y 8SPEzgPONE | U GAYDRE OQ#M Ay 2 YR Q2

Both the Work Plan and the Jourr@lped the children develop a very raahderstandingof their
workK @ YR Y2ad AYLERNIFyGfex KSt Lipded e YBbjeRi&edSt 2 LI
reality that theyrepresentedand not the subjective judgement of a teachey Eeviewingthese
documerts, they couldjudgefor themselves whetheror not they had been working across various
subjectareas whetheror not they were progressingat a reasonable pacand so onln a subtlebut

effective way these workprocesses helped instil someery basicand critical workvaluesin t
OKAf RNBY X a22S (i KAyl F GaNa Jlianave @& dobeR

he

Alok and the rest of his group members had been working on a waititigity. They had eack
chosen a picture for themselves and were attempting to write a paragraph describin
same. We wez all sitting around each other, and | was just reading through one of the pi
{dzZRRSyfe&z L KSINR !'f21 alex aLiQa &&entes
a2 FTENWe 121 KFER y2d al AR (KA & wasdust taliig to
himself. No one had told him anything about writing m&éeNJA G A y Tnot Tastngtisel)
or anything of the sort. Thisasjust his own,spontaneous antionest observation of his wark

The Group Discussions were conducted once every two weeks, onegvani at a time. Aparfrom
renewing the Work Plan, also used this time to carry @t a quick review of e work that the
children were doingSince kried to remainin touch with the children on a regular basis, there was
rarely any need to discuss anything particularly n&he children typically used this opportunity to
share any cocerns orrequests. For instancehey wouldask me to explain a new piece of activity
materialto them or, request br a more detailed discussion dine project theywere working oror,

ask forsome specific material or information on a topic they wanted#row more abouX

One more process that | tried to be rigourous about, was making regular notes and observations
Fo2dzi SI OK OKAfRQaA ¢2N] Ay GKS wwod L GNASR
down to writing a simple paragraph abosach child, every two weeks. | used these notesetmrd

sonika.lakhera@gmail.com
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I @ NASGe gpaificinirk patieinX thay IBmay have observed in the child, any concerns,
any highlights, any key comments made by the child about her own work, any ideas avband

| could do betterand so on.These noteggave me the opportunity to thinlabout each individual
OKAf RXUKAY] F02dzi K@ahat marg Soulds beidon® ® AhglE Mabrofiess
effectively. They helped me become more observant @ichchild, to givemore effectivefeedback

and to also modify my own approach as necessary, while | worked with the children.

Maintaining neatness in his work was a chafie for Rohit. We had spoken about this man
times, and although on every such occasion, he always agreed to pay more attention
aspect of his work, nothing much was really changing. He continued to draw lindafr@even
though they came ouall askew, continued to use a blunt pencil and let his writing wande
over even though it made his writing incomprehensible, continued to flip through the pages
notebook roughly even though they got all crumptitld Ay G KS LINE O Rdred ¥q
AT KS KIFIR y2i NBlIffe FT2dzyR Fyeé NBlLazy 2
merely talking about this issue again was unlikely to make much of a difference. But, w
Rohit were to find himself engaged with a kividwor{ ¢ KA OK RSYl yRSR Y
pre-requisite for its successful completion?

An opportunity came soon enough. Rohit and Aneesh had been working with polygonal
F2NJ I 6KAfSXIYR KFR | OljdzA NBR | 32 2 Res.dzyidw
asked them if they would like to make a chdigplay about the different polygonal shapes f
GKSANI Of F 3aNRP2YXLRAYOGAYy3 2dzis GKFEG GKAa

polygons as well. Now, Rohit was someone who useddohimself in trouble with his teache
and classmates, fairly frequently, for a variety of reasons. The prospect of making-dishky
for his class, on the other hand, presented itself ms@portunityto engagepositively with his
classmates and kiclass teacher. Rohit and Aneesh set to work. It was a first for both of ther
a4 GKS@ LINPINBaaSR:I ¢S GIf1SR o2dzi K2¢

drawings and the text and so on. More importantly, we looked at some of thesctet were
on display in the RR and talked about what was nice about the way those charts haq
YFrRSXa23x ¢S GFf 1SR lo2dzi GKS A4GNIFAIKG A
colouring, the absence of any smudges or cracks on the-phpédr and so on. We discussed h
all these elements made the chart attractive and easy to understand. We also talked aboy
LISNKI LJax ¢S (22 akKz2dAZ R GNB G2 YIS 2dz2NJ O

5AR WwW2KAUGQA I -gidplay!ufiratBia ialrh theOdedthitits of our RR chart...!
really! Did their motivation to do something useful and beautiful for their class motivate 1
Sy2dzaK (2 Res!Did & Xellgandabouixtheir effort when their chart was fing
put up on thai class room sofd 2 I NRX&éSaH 2Aff (KA& SELIS
neatness and beauty in his warkve will have to wait and sedBut, that he made his mog
AAYyOSNB STF2NI yR Sye22eéSR (G(KS SyiiNB SE
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Partnering the childreiX

Although it wasthe children who decided on what work they would take up as part of their

Work Plams, initially they were times when | had to actively make some suggestions about the
kind-of material a child could work with. This happened largely | think because the children took
some time to familiarize themselves with the different kinds dhgfs available in the RR, and also
because some of them took time feel confident about making their choice®f course, all of this
OKFy3aSR FFIANI & TFlrado LG gla 2yteée | YFGGSNI 2F GA
to cater to the cli RNBy Qa BvergrBwiidy Sread of iRterestd/ery soon, the children were
embarking on explorations which were unfamiliar to us teachers as well, and for which we often did

not have any specificreference materialto start with, like in the case ch 2 YS WL 62y RSNJ
guestions or, when Vinay wardeto learn how to make a robbiNot that this situation deterred

anybodX A i 2dza G Y S| ddk far $omdinewssdurcks-oRinfaingation and guidaKtike

the internetor aresource peson For instance, once we took the help of some carpenters who were

working in our school to understand how wooden chairs are made, and at another time, we got a
young lIIftrained engineerMr. Sushil Shintreto help us understand a little something about
electricity.

Somewhere, all this searchiXglso helped establish that no one person or one book has all the
AYF2NXYIEGAZ2Y GKIF G @fére, Yéimportar SiRgkwak mofito kndwSeverything

ourselveX 0 dzii have 2the abilityto find-out what we needd to know. | considered it my
responsibilityto locate andyainaccesgo various soutes of knowledge and informationd dziT L y S@SN
reallyworked alone, the children triett & &R f1fSX G KS GAYS | OKAf RQa Y2i(K
name of a funnyooking fruit which none of us hadverdi SSy o6ST2NB 2NE 6KSy |

z

Y2UGKSNI KFELIWAE&@ R2yFGSR KSNJ @82dzy3ad 0202ydzi LI I yi

Another key element that we wergequired to pay attention to,was thS OKA foRNBy Q&
expectations fromtheir work Like | mentioned arliers 1 dzA G S 2F Sy s WFAYAAKAY3
GKS 2yfe (GKAy3 (G2 R2X0KS OKAfRNBY FLIWISINBR G2 |1
doneXl YR g KI G GKSe& KIitkRSoN® linstdnée, ifhlchily Gidde td WieYabout a

particular bird say, the peacock, she would be totally satisfied with simply copying out a paragraph

about the peacock from a bopluithout making any attempts to understand what was written or, to

think actively about it or, to try and write the same information in her own words. Many children

sonika.lakhera@gmail.com
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appeared topay little attention tohow neatly they presented th@ work, how imaginatvely they
approached their workhow deeply they researched out thie topic, or even how well they
understood what they had dond&heir still-developing reading and writing skills seemed to be only
part of the reasorX & 2 No@ it appearedas if the children were ot experiencingany real
engagement with their work.

The fact that in the RR, the children were not compelledread any particular chapter or do any
particularworksheeX § K G G0 KS& SNB FNBS (2 G {detting®dn 62 N
more purposefully engaged with their worAnd yet, it tookthe children a substantial amount of
time and effort to break throughthe existing patterns of thinking and tearn to havegreater
expectations frontheir work, and in effect fromthemselves It required a varietyof effortsXhaving
persuasive even toughconversatbns, conscioulyy demonstratng specificskills keeping patience
with slow but, steadyprogress consistently urging children to put in their best effotts y ey
importantly, committing myself tothe very same standardsn my own work. It took the children
some time to understand the kindf expectations | was laying down at work and the reasons why |
was doing soSlowly, Ithink, they started internalising what felt right to them and started making
genuine efforts tameet the new andaised standards fgperformance.The fact that fairly early on,
we had some very enjoyable and productive work experiences togdilieway of some class
projects, definitely helpedt enabledthe childrento realise what was possible if we approached our
work with some thaight, imagination and focussed effort. Slowly and steadily, the children
continued to pogress.For instance, initially 1 had to selelsboks for them to refer to while they
worked on some topic, as time went on howevéhney started to look for relevant eference
material on their own.initially, the children found it challengirtg rewrite even a small paragraph

in their own wordsslowly, hey started composing their own texts by referring to more thoane
a2dz2NOSa 2F AYF2NNIGA2YX

Kashishand afew oK SNJ a0 dzRSy ia 2F KSNJ Of I daa KI R

workplangp 2 S KIR KIFIR | RA&OdzaaAzy | NRdzyR i
generated a list of questions that they wanted to find answers to. The questions had
divided between the children, and each child was given the responsibility to researq
j dzSaGA2y YR éNRGS Fy FyagSNI F2N GKS &l
from any book, but instead try and write the answer in our own words aftéeating
information from various sources. fdw days later,we sat downto discuss one of thg
guestionswhich the children had been working on. As we read through the answer the ch
had written, and looked through the 2B books which had informatioon that specific
jdzZSaGA2y> AG adGFNISR 0SO2YAy3 | LI NBy

that the entire answer, could perhaps be structured in a different way. As we continu
discuss, &shishad L2 1 S dzLJ @S NE O acheh RsBoyild firstwrile $hiR pad, thi
GKA&Z FYyR (GKSY GKA&AXE LRAYGAY3 d2 (KS RA
That she had sequenced her answer appropriately & | 22@& Ay A0a&as
wonderful, wasthe confideice and capability she had displayed whilgi KA y { A y 3
WA GNHZOGdzZNAYIQ KSNIJ FyagSNI G2 YIT1S Ad Y2N
she was building the ability to express herself in a clear and precise manner.
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Not that this teache-d ( dzRSy (i WL NI y Swak affairQApartlram tig ehlliohs of tines/ S

that the children would haveknowingly orunknowingly given me feedback on how things were
LINEINBadAy3d Ay GKS wwXdL NBYSYis8udydiréct dc@ilatd G G 6 2
andpersonalffeeRo I 01 FTNRBY (G(KS OKAf RNByYX

The children weréd G A f £ GNB2LIAY3 Ayid2 GKS ww | YR

ddzRRSyfe az2Al X ¢gK2 gla aArdGqiArAy3a NARIKG yS
OAIXeé2dz aK2dzZ R Odzi GKSYX(iKSe gAtft 3ISislyma
was holding me to the same standartts which hehimself was regularly held accountable
toXF' YR K& y20K L {2RRBRIGERKYXY VXKSBELRPEXKCI
trim my nails the very same day. Frohat day onwards, whenever nmails need trimming, | an
reminded of Moiz, and find mysedaching out for the naitutter without delay

L yAGES WHel FyR {6FdA 6SNB AaArAdGhAy3I |+ NP
{dRRSyfes 2yS 2F (KSY aRARZ2&{2yAlIKSe 2
Y2RRSR GKSANJI KSIR Ay FFaNBSYSyisz FyR GKS)H
62 dzi & 28Bdf kemy ahd myself burst outlaughing! Both their observations wer
I 6 &2t dzii $éydadNughtnieDhe more amazing thing | guess, was the manner in w
GKSaS 20aSNBIGA2ya 6SNB aKFINBRXALRY(Gl YyS:
RA&A0dzaaSR FYy2y3ad GKSY |4 GKS arysS GAYSX

Keeping things exciting

Just like the children, | was forever on the lamit for sharing something interesting in class. It could

a newspaper report on an exciting scientific discovery or,esoimusual pictures or, an interesting
0221 XFIy@dKAY3 (KFd L GK2dAKG ¢2dA R FGGNF OG GKS
things. We made a conscious attempt to keep ourselves abreast with what was happening around

dza Xl y& 1Se& S@Syhiur citg Nur ¢olintryldSayolind Bhe world. Going over the daily
newspaper, was as much about feeling connected with the world around us, as about improving our
language skills. Quite often, our endeavours would lead to us to some great learning
opportdzy A UAS&AXEA1S Ay (GKS OrasS 2F GKS Hnmu hfeYLRAO

L R2 y2d 1jdzAGS NBYSYOSNI K2¢g Angasoh, trnfentichditheN
Whf & YL Oalanton@lynPicstaftenmall, were just around the corner. As we continued
discussion] realized, that most of the children were completely unaware of what the Oly
Games were all about. Obviously, here wamathing that needed to beorrected Soover the
next couple of weeks, we stad building our understanding about the Olympic Games, th
origin, their significance, the number and kind of sporting events they had, the numhk
countries which participi SR G KS hf@YLAO FtlF 3 (GKS htfd
YdzOK +Fa ¢S O2dzZ R® ¢KS OKAfRNBY Sye228SR A
for them For the first time, they learnt about games like rowing, archery, fencingn=®i X I Y]
about champions like Michael Phelps and Mary Kand, quite honestly, all they needed w
2dza i G KS af A 3gaenShey weng Nk Sr@sStaligbe/ @out the latest Olyn
headlines As the games unfolded, we started keeping trackof RA I Q& Y SRI €
golds, how manya A f ASNR X K2g Y| ye oNR \BIKDmXiKdemko
prepared a lovely chadisplay using different pictures to bring out the significance and glor
the INBI G§Sad &Ll NI Ay Isuddedhs yhé Olympic Gamés did AdNFeBoX
unfamiliar dter all!
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Wdza it fA1S GKSNB 6SNB y2 &LISOATAO LI NIFYSGSNAR |02
GSNBE y2yS FT2N 6KS WK26Q LI NI SAGKSN® {23 ¢S
in pars2NJ Ay 3ANRdzLJAX6S 62dzf R 62N] 6A0Kf aat®iggd Sa a2 N
YFEGSNRALFE XS g2dfR KIFE@PS 3IANRdzL) RAAOdzAAAZ2Y A
story/poetry readings LINRP 2S00 az SEKAOAGAZ2ya&as 3dS&aid &aSaarzya

hyO0Ss 6S KIR F YdzaA O |ljdzAal X
¢tKS adGdzRSyda 2F {iFryRIFENR p! FYR ¢! SyRSR
SI02y RdzOGSR + WadzAaAO vdaAT Q 2y GKS 1 adtoy

familiarize the children with various aspects of musidentification of instruments through
pictures or sounds, identification of key personalities associated with the field of n
ARSYUGAFAOIGAZ2Y 2F | FTLYA{XBENBagyaaSIiRwp
GKS f1a8G WwWodd 1 SN NRdzyRT y2 2yS NBIffe
course was that by then, nobody was really worried about that anyway!

l'YRZ S@Sy | &aKFR2g LldzZJJISG aKzgX

A science experiment on light and shadows, and a Panchtantia2 N®2 NBSI R 2
completely different experiences gave rise to a whole new dea Wa K|l R2g L
Standard 6A suddenly had a clgssject on hand and they were raring to go! Puppets, scr
RAFf23dz2Sa | yR &2y 3aXd® kad\didl 8oing moumiis Practidezionm

February the students were ready with their performance. All the students from Sta
1 through Standard 5 came to see the show and as expected, it was a tremendous hit! In
actuallyA Y a LAANBR &a2YS {dFyRIFENR n &adGddzRSyda (2

GKSAN) FNASYRaH [Fad KSFENRXZ {dFyRFENR o i
become a rage!

We also took specific efforts towards strengthening GuK A f sRaNaBefi€ds and understanding

about various work contexts. In line with the same, from time to time, we held special

WOl NBESNa & sadByB2yaqQ Ay GKS ww 2y | OFNARSGe 2F |
fitness, commercial art and photography.
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What added to the general sense of excitement was the acne consistenparticipation of the

other teachers and stafinembersin the various activities of the RR. Whether it was about helping

with some aspect of a class presentation or giving feedback to the children during their practice
aSaarzyaxsS yYySOSNI FSt for miKdR Nhe eétife staffy @ach&rSdalJA y 3 K I
workers, administrative SSNR 2 Yy St = aOK22f KSf LISNAEXG2 2cthey 1SSy
attended their presentations, looked through their projecisteracted with the children so as to

help them think more deeply about their work and gatiem their most heartfelt feedback. | have

no doubt that all of this contributed towards making the children feel good about their work and
encouraged them to consistently put their best foot forward.

In effect therefore, there ne§ NJ NBFffe& ¢gla | RdzZf Y2YSyd Ay (GKS
FOGABS YR fABSd 2KSYS@PSNI a2YSo02Re QAaAAGSR dza
we always did have a couple of things to share!

Maintaining classroom disciplieX

In a regular classroom, most of the childneould normally be occupiedwith the same ask, either
reading something as a group or, doing some writing work as a group or, discussing something as a
group. Even ithey were working in smaller groups, thre would rarely be more than 34 groups in

any classroom, and the children belonging to each gragold againbe engagedin the same
activity. In the RRhowever, we would usually have alib 2-3 workgroups working on different
topics, some pairs or triadsf children working on something else, and a bunch of children doing
their own work, individually. Onenost days therefore, it wagquite impossible for just 2 teachers

(that how many teachers we always had for a class of about 28 children) to attentido ealen

most of the children, athe sametime. Potentially, this could lead to a chaotic classroom situation.
However, it rarely did.

I had had the good fortune of hearing one of our senior teachers Sajitha, talk about the issue of
classroom managemerance, much before | got to work in the RR. Sajitha is an experienced and

wise teacher, and when she spoke about this very contentious issue of classroom management, you

knew that she had thought deeply about it and experienced its complexities-hfirsd.

{KS &adza3SaidSR ¢S 221 4 GKS AaadsS 2F WwWOflaaNez2
0dzi  TNRPY (GKS OKAfRQa LISNBRLISOUGADS AyauSIR® LT |yl
engaging effectively withhie classroom activities, she stands to lose out on something valuable,
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she will instinctively not do so. No outside threat or temptation would be necessary. So in effect, our
job as teachers, was to create those conditions in the classroonchveimicouraged the child to think
in this manner. We would not need to do much else.

Another perspective that | had had the opportunity of listeningatoa seminar organised by the

WI YSNRAOFY { OK2Z2t (2K 4. 2NFOIIKSSON LINPOY SYIF YA QS Y& YA O3
suggested, that the keys to an engaged and productive classroom environment, were the three
elements of choice, competence and community. The argument was, that if the children were given

a choice with regards to their wotlelated experienes in the classroom, if they felt competent and

secure about handling the expectations related to their work, and if there exkststrong sense of
O2YYdzyAle IyYz2y3ald GKS YSYoSNER 2F (GKS OflF aaNeg2)\
No extenal system of rules and consequences would be necessary to create a productive classroom
experience.

adzOK 2F GKA& YR {F2AGKIFIQa LISNRLSOGAGSS ol a Ay
student freedom and discipline as well. My own instiand experience told me the same. The key

seemed to be the creation of an environment which facilitated, within each child, a strong sense of
engagement with his work. If such an environment was successfully established, there were unlikely

to be any signi€ant disciplinary issues to deal with in the first place.

Primarily speaking, children appear to disengage with their work most often, when they are forced
to do something they do not find interesting or relevant or, when they are forced to completska t
which is way beyond their capabilities (choice and competence). We tried very hard to make sure
that the children never had to face hir of the situations in the RR, by giving them dpportunity

to both, choose the work they wanted to do and toalsoderate its complexity. Very importantly,

we never saw a child using this flexibility in a way which undermined her capabilities or lowered the
quality of her work

It was little wonder therefore, that even those children who usually found it difficaltvork

effectively in a regular classroom (principally because they were behind in their basic language and

math skills as compared to their classmates) and whoettoee often got into some kindf trouble

or another, worked quite well in the RR. Hetleey had a far wider range of work to choose from

FYR Y2NB AYLRNIFIyGftesr GKS FTNBSR2Y (2 RSOARS y2i
would do it.

In fact, | always look back at this moment rather fondly, whenever | think about the issue of
WO aaANB2Y YIYyF3ASYSyiQ FyYyR WaldzZRSyd Sy3l 3SySyidax
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Anoopand Séil, from Standard 6are curreatly developing their basic reading and writing ski
Because of thisat times they tend to shy away from any work that may involve a higher lev
reading and writing than what they are currently prepared finis in turn, causes them to fe
disengged with their classvork rather easily, and as a result, they quite often find themselve
trouble with their teachers. None of this means tttagy are not interested in reading or writing
however

Recently{ G YRI NR ¢ 6 & ¢ 2 NJ2AGHie @R¢nd m&op antd Sufth@) thg”
2L NI dzyAde G2 LINBLINB | OKFENI 2y (KS Wy
reading and writing some difficult words, they did the wanlost enthusiasticallywith the
S OKSNAE Q eyalzh ot tieCcahce ®Krepare some of the display material fo
project exhibition. In effect therefore, they engaged with the ctasgect completely and
contributed to it as effectivelgsany other child irtlass.One day, around this timépth of them
came to the Resource Room and said that they wanted to draw and write about the cocond
using a reference chart which had been put up on the-tsadtd. This work was not
NEIljdzZA NEYSyd F2NJ G§KS LINE 2SOl X Aoldo an lthair o@rd2&/lien
asked them if they were not having any other class at that time, they said that it was ac
GKSANI W{LRNIA& LISNA2RQ odzi GKI G { mGodp and SAlil
enjoy sports heartily, so | was rather ¥ T SR (2 4S8 (GKSANI gAt
Wg NA Wpoy @dbiHg some more, | realized that @portsTeacherwas conducting fitness
SESNDA&Sa Ay Oflaa GKFG RIFe FyR (KSasS g
importantly, ttS@ &SSYSR (2 6S 3INBIFGte Y2G4AQFGSR
come prepared with their books and pencils; absolutely clear and determined about wha
wanted to do. Their motivation was just too precious to tamper with. So, | requeste8ports
Teacheiif they could stay in the Resource Room for a while and do their work. Having unde
the situation completelyour Sports Teachergeeed, and the boys stayed back in the Resol
Room for a good 36ddY A y dzi S & X ¢ 2 NihohdistArbirg Arfydhe élsiad Ieaving only
when they had completed their work. It was just one of those moments!

The difficulty of attending to the diverse needs of the childrehcourse remained. However, this
difficulty too, actually turned out to beather a blessing in disguis@he children understood soon

enough that given the way we worked ithe RRit was not going to be possible for the teachers to
attend all of theirquestions and request all at the same time. So, over time, they learnt to do two

0KAY3& X2y S§D wirkn®de indefendedfly andepend upon their own judgement about

GKSANI 62Nl = AyaidsSIR 2F Oz2yaidlydte as8S1Ay3

¥ FAN

needed help, they learnt to wait for their turn, patiently and respectfully. Both, in my view,

veryimportant learnings, whickhould hold them in good stead, on very many occasions

Collaborating with the Class Teaché&rs

One of the key purposes of the RR, was to provide the children, with the time and space necessary
to master the concepts being mduced to them in their classrooms, and encourage them to go
beyond the same. In order to do so, it was necessary to find a way to keep the work in the RR, linked
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Oft2asSfe GAUK 6KIG 61a KIFEILLWISYAYy3d Ay (GKS wakKAf RNBY
ySOSaalNE F2NJ YS (2 (1SSL) vyeaStT [oNBlFLadg 2F (GKS ¢
all times. This would allow me, for instance, to introduce activities/material, which related to what

the children were working on in class, in ordemreinforce or extend their learning.

The concerned Class Teachers and I, formulated a simple system to ensure dirskroegveen the

classroom and the RR activities. At the beginning of the academic term, the Class Teachers planned

out for themselveswhich topics they would take up in class on a meothmonth basis. They

passed on this information to me, so that | too, could plan out my work accordingly. At the end of

each month, the Class Teachers would update me on which of the planned topicsekad b
introduced in class, and which, if any, had been rescheduled. Over the next month, thereafter,

| would introduce some activities or material in the RR, which would help strengthen and further
RSOPSt 2L 1KS OKAf RNEBy eptiswhinf Ra8 Neriiintrgdiced/tal then®in thieiKk S 02 y
classroomsguringthe previous month.

Somdéimes the activities would helplarify or reinforce what was being taught in class. For instance,

when the children were learning about the layers of the eantld ¢he movement of continents over

the ages, we brought boiled eggsttte RRand tried to understand how the different layers of the

earth were arrangedone on top of anothermuch like the yolkeggwhite and the egeshelX | y R =

we alsodid a little jigsav activity to figure out hova long time agothe different continentspossibly

stuck together to formthe Wt | y3SF Qd hNE gKSYy (G(KS OKAf RNBY ¢SNB
shapes in class, we did a small activity which required them to make amnaesa landscape, using

different polygonal shapes and then identify how many different types they had used.

Other times, the activities enabled the children to build on their learning. For example, when the
children were learning about the human bodygans and organ systems in their class, in the RR,

they were introduced to a material vikh enabled them tdabel the different parts of an organ or

organ system correctly, read some fairly detailed information on how each organ or-sygtam

worked (the details provided here, were an extension of what therav reading n their

text-books) and even try to solve a quiz or a word search, based on what they had read. Similarly,

when they were learning about the Indus Valley Civilizatiariass, the children used their RR hours

to make a giant brouchure elaborating on the Indus Valley Civilization, adding more information
through text and pictures, than what theirtegt2 2 { & KIF R LINRP GARSR (KSY gAGK:

sonika.lakhera@gmail.com



25

LY hOiG206SN) HnmoX GKS &aiddRRSyda 2F {dFyRIN
I AGAEAT FGA2YQ Ay @A Gatgubof the/ancient WalldTyid bkiBhuré aniere
a host of details about the lives of the people who lived in the cities of the Indus

civilization. For instance, the brochure talked about their architecture, their arts and crafts
occupatiors, their clothingetc.. The brochure also gave details about the various archaeolg
explorations that have been carried out in the Indus river valley over the ydamsf these
wonderful details were presented with the help of coloutéxt, maps ad photographs. The
students presented the brochure to all the students at schgmdrt from helping them learn 4
whole lot about the exciting world of the ancient people of the Indus Valley, this experieng
helpedchildrenhone their research, writqhand presentation skills.

In much the same way, while learningaut the Indian Freedom Struggle and Mahatma Gandhi,
during their history classes, the children carried out a lovely project which helped them build on
GKSANI SEA&AGAY3 (y26f SRIS 2F DIFIYRK2AQa f AFSX

hy GKS 200FaArzy 2F WDIYRKA W&l yidaA Qlingld
al KIGdlFrYl DFEFYRKAQA fAFSP ¢ KS -ing ah8 fouclhed upth2hd
key events of his lifm South Africa and India. The tidiee included text as well as pictures a
when complete, it ran across the entire length of the classroom! The children presented thg
line to all the other children in school. This project was important in maire dhe ways for ouf
OKAf RNBY® b2 2yteé RAR Al 3IABS GKS OKAfR
enabled the children to gain more confidence in their own skills and abilities. It was cle
highlight of the term! One student daa very insightful remark to make after looking at t
f SYa3dK 27F BHINWEBKA20AG RAMRCSa2 Ylye (KAy3a
a2YS 2F UGUKSYKH¢
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