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SECRETS OF THE EARTH

“Life itself evolved in the sea.” “But, now the world’s oceans are threatened by pollution.” These lines

are taken from a remarkable comic book created by Aika Tsubota that teaches environmental awareness.

Aika was a sixth-grader from Shimane Prefecture when she was suddenly stricken and passed away in

December, 1991 at the tender age of twelve. As a fitting memorial to the memory of their daughter,

Aika’s parents had the book bound to give to Aika’s classmates and teachers. The book created such

an impression that all the younger grade children wanted to read it too, so Aika’s thoughts and pictures

reached the whole school and have been spreading more widely.

Aika’s cartoons, now entitled Secrets of the Earth, were created over a two-month period to fulfill an

assignment from her homeroom to somehow present environmental issues so clearly that even first-

graders can understand. But in the predawn hours of December 26, 1991 just a matter of hours after

she had finished her project —Aika woke up with excruciating pain in her head. The diagnosis of

cerebral hemorrhage offered no hope, and Aika died next morning.

Aika skillfully weaves the major environmental issues into her story, including the idea that protecting the

environment means maintaining as many different life forms as possible, and the problems of acid rain

and destruction of the ozone layer. Even the complicated mechanisms behind these phenomena are

explained in easy to understand cartoon style. She cordially appealed the importance of international

cooperation, the problems between the developed and the developing countries. She wanted everyone

to be aware of the environmental problems, grass-roots citizens’ movements, and reducing the vast

amounts of garbage we produce today.































































As I was writing this book, I was thinking mostly about people living in

Africa and Southeast Asia. Young people in many of these countries-even

younger than me-have to drop out of school to help support their families.

This is really a sad thing, because limited education usually means people

don’t get very far in life. Plus, school is just plain interesting! You learn ail

kinds of fascinating things by attending school. The only way this is going

to change is to put an end to war and bring everybody’s standard of living

up. I realize that I’m one of the lucky few: I can stay in school as long as I

want, I get three square meals a day and live in a comfortable house. If

possible, I’d like to do something with my life to help bridge the gap

between rich and poor countries. Maybe if I study really hard and become

a medical doctor I can help people that way. Regarding the environment,

the most important thing is for people to stop thinking they can’t do anything

just because they are only one individual. If everybody thought that way,

planet Earth really would be doomed!

If everybody pitches in, I know we can turn this world into a beautiful

place!

FINAL REFLECTIONS



SAVE THE SEA

Environmental issues have now reached such proportions that they affect and concern the entire world. In the

past, one technological innovation after another have given those of us who inhabit industrialized countries lives of

incredible ease and comfort. But now, it is apparent that, this luxury has been bought at tremendous cost to the

environment. All sorts of worrisome problems are surfacing, seemingly all at once: the greenhouse effect, ozone

holes, mountains of garbage almost exceeding our ability to process, and polluted oceans. While it’s good that

people are finally starting to wake up to the fact that a real problem exists, all too few comprehend the true

magnitude of the crisis and are moving to do anything about it.

No country has benefited from the world’s great oceans more than the island nation of Japan. The nurturing

medium of life itself, the oceans have been yielding bountiful harvests of fish and seaweed for thousands of years

on end. The oceans have served as maritime highways bringing cultural treasures from afar, have inspired countless

generations with their majestic beauty, have shown us the awesome power of nature, and have even on occasion

provided security against invasion. Most importantly, with some 70.3 percent of it’s surface covered by water,

the earth is unique in the solar system—the earth could well be renamed the hydro-planet. And yet we’ve grown

so accustomed to these great bodies of water and their abundant wealth, that we take the oceans for granted and

forget how absolutely essential they are.

Now mankind has passed the point of global exploitation and entered a new era of global protection. If we allow

present pollution trends to continue, we might very well be denying our children and grandchildren the wonder

and beauty of the oceans and unpolluted skies overhead.

This is the message, this is the warning that the SAVE THE SEA campaign will be delivering across the world.

We are going to shake people out of their complaisance, make them aware of the true dimensions of the crisis,

and get a broad cross section of people focused on environmental issues and how they can be resolved.

SAVE THE SEA Campaign Committee, Japan

Kiyoshi Awazu, Chairman of the Executive Committee

Credo of the Seas Live as gentle stewards on the planet

Commune with the nurturing gentleness of the sea.

Listen attentively to the voice of the sea, of the wind, and of all the great diversity of life.

Empathize with sea and all its inhabitants —the shell and other fish, the whales. Know the

teeming life of the sea.

The world’s oceans are the very cradle of life; they are not for us to despoil. Know ignorance

and potential tragedy.

Each and everyone of us is a part of nature; when we despoil nature, we despoil ourselves.

The time to act is now. Speak out forcefully and clearly so our message to SAVE THE SEA

will reverberate across the world.


