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Do you know a person whose work in the realm of education merits celebration?

Do you know a school that fosters individual thinking, that is unafraid of taking the less beaten path?
Do you know a teacher whose work and spirit make for sparkling clossroom interactions?

Are you a creafive individual - scientist, historian, artist, poet, musicion, writer - who knows how fo cut through
the jargon and talk obout your work to lay people?

Do you have on anecdote about an insightful, heartwarming interaction with a student or child?

It the answer to any of these questions is 'yes' - do write fo us at editor@mindfields.in

We will be happy o have your suggestions and contributions translate into interviews, features, comic strips in our
future issues.

Contributors will receive o honorarium ond a free year-long subscription to Mindfields.
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n December 7ih,
2000 over 1500
school leaders
pathered for what
was India’s most 5'55':.?,'1'II1|-;L-3I'I!
education conclave this year; the
iDiscoveri XSEED ‘Schooal of
Tomorrow' conference. The
conference was held
simultanecusly across New Delhi,
Mumbai and Chennai and
Hyderabad wirth a seamless
videoconference link with the
Harvard and MIT campuses in
Boston, With leading lights like
Gurcharan Das, Peter Senge of
MIT and Prof. David Perkins
gave keynote addresses and over
Al eminent panelists from
Education, Government and

Business contributred to

provocative [.hl.il.l_'] discussions.

Author Gurcharan Das opening the conference with the India Education address

SCHOOL OF :xi
TOMORROW

The XSEED Conference on the Future of School Education

Text: Anustup Nayak Through a diversity of viewpoints, the conference

Photos: Mindhelds Team disseminated a coherent message about whar lies ahead for
school education today. The speakers concurred thut the
world of tomorrow is going to demand a different ser of skills
from children that include ereativity, confidence and ethical
vahies; and not just memorization and examination
performance. Finally, the conference also showeased some
very usehul practical ideas on how to re-design curriculum,

teaching and assessment practices so that children learn by
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and application.

The conference opened with the
lndia Education address from
author Gurcharan Das who made
a direct connecrion between
cducation quality and the destiny
of the nation. He noted - “India
has become the second fustest
growing economy in the world
with one hand tied. The tied hand
is & metaphor for the luck of good
cducation to our children. Tmagine
what would happen if the other

hand got unried.”

The panel discussions on socicty’s
expectations from schools echoed
Gurcharan’s thoughts. Leaders
from the corporate world, media

and povernment noted thar 3
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The School of Tomorrow Conference in progress at New Delhi

different kind of cirizen was
needed for tomorrow's Tndia, They
emphasized the need for nurturing
innate tilents of children, helping
rhem choose their vocations,
giving them creative and
colluborative skills; and an abiliry

to lead a balaneed life,

A panel of education experts and
school leaders made three clear
calls toraction ro the domain, The
first was to school principals to ST
our from the office room into the
classroom to engage dircetly in the
process of student learning. The
second was to schoal managements
to invest heavily in professional
development of teachers. And the
last was for the pelicy makers for
shifting the emphasis from content
to teaching methods,

Over 1500 school
leaders gathered for
India’s most
significant education
conclave in 2010, the
IDiscoveri XSEED
School of Tomorrow
conference.
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